BOOK b: RESIDENT MAD SCIENTIST .n-keistetess 
. <igover dat the ene galtny May fuse newd to Be save 
; BAT HOT 
THE MILKY WAY GALAXY IS A BIG PLACE. SO BI6, INFACT, THAT ATTEMPTING VW SUPPRESSION, 
TO TELL. T75 STORY WOULD BE A JOB FOR GOD, OR MAYBE ROBERT JORDAN. | PSYCHO-BEARS/ 


“SARGE, GIMME SOME 
‘SUPRESSING FIRE 
DOWN ELM STREET. 


{TTS THE SMALLER STORIES THAT INTEREST US, THE 
GALACTIC MEGA-EPIC IS JUST AN OUT-OF-FOCUS 
BACKDROP FOR INDIVIDUAL HEROES AND VILLTANS. 


air 
OF COURSE, THERE WAS THIS ONE TIME | WHEN THe Tae roe 
FATE OF THE ENTIRE MILKY WAY HUNG ON THE 
Bl ACTIONS OF A FEW UNDERCOMPENSATED PEOPLE. 


THE HEAVY THES WAS ONE OF THOSE RARE CASES WHERE A LITTLE 
ial STUFF, TD HAVE STORY HAD A VERY, VERY, VERY BIG ENDING. 
CALLED PETEY 
FOR SOME GRAVY. 


Pr ~~ IF you didn’t want the 


heavy Stuf, you shouldn't 
Cs Sm have asked me, 


aaa eR 
ie ee EM NO 0 eee nea eee 
ey | a (Co ee ee 
‘CHAIN 0" COMMAND, (Guit complaining, || 4 garBEctic 
SERGEANT. YOU lieutenant. Nay STOP, DROP, AND ROLL! GO GET SOME WATER! 
WERE S'POSED TO suppressing Fire STOP, DROP, AND ROLL! GO GET SOME WATER! 
‘DELEGATE worked. jre 


suppressed now. 


CAPTAIN, WE'VE SECURED LEI KEN'S SLEEPING THE] [ IF THEY WERE USING, 
THE PORT ARMORY. SCAN WREST OF THIS ONE OFF IN] | BREACHERS, YOU 
ACCOUNTS FOR 96 OB'ENN,)> A CRYOKIT. HE TRIED 0} | SHOULD HAVE. 
2 D0WN (CATCH A BREACHER wir | | CALLED IN THE 

HIS FACE. EVERYBODY | | GRAVY, ELF. 


WE TALKED IT OVER. 
WERE BEING PAID BY 
THE PRISONER, AND 
GRAVY JUST DIDNT 
‘SOUND PROFITABLE. 


ELSE IS FINE. 


* 


BESIDES, IT WORKED, 
KEN WILL_LIVE TO 
SPEND HIS MONEY. 


Yeah, bub hell 
be spending it 
on really soft 
Food For a 
while. 


WERE COMING UP ON REMEMBER YOUR LINES, AND CAPTAIN, NONE OF US) [THATLL MAKE TT ALL THE MORE 
‘SHOWTIME, PEOPLE. | STICK TO THE SCRIPT, HAVE ANY LINES EMBARRASSING IF YOU SCREW 
NEED LEGS, ANDY, ‘THEM UP, NOW, WON'T IT ANDY? 
GUVORTHS, T'BEKI, 

AND SCHLOGK IN 

COSTUME FIVE 

MINUTES AGO! 


I GET TO WEAR A DRE-ESS! 


THESE GAMS, WHERE DA ALIEN GIRLS ARTISTS DON! GET 
WERE ALL PRETTY AN’ OUT MUCH, T 
DON THINK, 


T GET TO WEAR A ORE- ey CHECK OUT YOU "MEMBER DEM COMICS COMIC BOOK 


YOU TOOK] [fT look ike a pile oF ‘OKAY, BUT DONT GO 
HANDSOME. |}\ crap under a tarp. BLAMING THE TARP, 


YOUR COSTUMES LOOK FINE, TROOPS. REMEMBER, TRY 
TO LOOK REGAL, AND HAUGHTY. YOU'RE PLANETARY 
POLITICOS ALLIED TO WAGE A WAR OF PACIFICATION 
‘ON THE O8'ENN, NOT MERCENARIES PLAYING DRESS-UP. 
EVERYEODY OKAY? 


SIR, WHAT'S MY 
‘MOTWATION? 


TWO WEEKS' PAY. 


‘SCREW UP IN FRONT OF THE ‘OKAY, Th 
AUDIENCE, AND TILL DOcK YOU) | WoTIVATED. 
This character 

has such clepth. 


OUR CURRENT POSITIONS ARE |( TALKING TO A LESSER 
FIGHTING HAS CEASED ABOARD THE LOBOTOMIZED OBEN WARSHIP | SECURE, UNLESS THEY DECIDE |] RACE BEATS BEING 
‘SPEAR OF INTOXICATING AGONY .. FOR THE MOMENT, ANYWAY. THEY'RE WILLING TO KILL 90% |\ SHOT AT BY THEM 
(OF US TO CAPTURE THE 
WERE STALEMATED, CAPTAIN, REMAINING 10%. 
THE BOARDERS SEEM TO 
WANT TO TAKE US ALIVE, 
BUT ANY TIME WE THREATEN, 
POSITIONS THEY HOLD, THE 


"PRETTY DANGEROUS" 
GRAVIES OUR DECKS, 


WELL, ACCORDING 

TO THIS BLINKING, DON'T LET THE 

LIGHT, THEY WANT ‘CHAPLAIN HEAR, 
TO TALK TO US, YOu SAY THAT, 


NOBLE OB ENN WARLORDSITHAIL 
YOU AND YOUR VALOROUS DEFENSE 
OF THIS MAJESTIC SHIP. 


TAM LORD HIERARCH MARSHALL 
JEFFERSON REAGAN, PRIMATE 
PRINCIPIO OF THE 
ALLIANCE OF SOPHONTS. 


My FELLOW HIERARCHS AND 1 ARE NOW PREPARED TO 
DICTATE THE GENEROUS TERMS OF YOUR SURRENDER, 


(ebu 


THOSE GUSSIED-UP CREATURES AROUND HIM TRYING 
NOT TO GIG6LE AT HIS UNAGCUSTOMED USAGE OF 
THE WORD “PRIMATE” ARE HIS MERCENARY TROOPS. 


THE TERMS ARE SIMPLE. ONE OFFICER J IF Jou REFUSE THESE TERMS, OF 
GF YOUR eHoOsmNe Witt SE ALLOWED Oy RESIST AFTER ACCEDTING TigM, 
Jo RETUR TO Your HoMe s7steM OF [Lo We WIL USE GRAVITICS TS 
TAUSE EVERY Omer OB EWN ABOARD SWEEP YOUR DECKS. 
Tis VESSEL WILL BE INTERNED AT A 

PRISON cAMP, 


WE ACCEPT YOUR TERMS, 
BUT OUR HONOR FORBIDS 
US TO ATTEMPT NO ESCAPE 
FROM YOUR PRISON CAMP. 


THAT'S TO BE EXPECTED. 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO. 
AMUSING ANECDOTES 
‘CONCERNING YOUR ESCAPE. 
ATTEMPTS, 


"ALLIANCE TROOPS: 
WILL ESCORT YOU TO. 
“TRANSPORTS IN BAYS 

‘TWO AND THREE. 


HE'S COCKY, BUT HE'S 
GOT A COOL CAPE, 


WHATEVER HE WANTS 
WITH THAT SHIP OF His 


THE FLOATING AT. AVATAR TS PeTeY, | Nice work, Tagan. 
TAGON'S CURRENT EMPLOYER, AND THE | You make a good 
MUSCLE BEHIND THE GRAVITIC THREAT. Figurahead 


1S THAT 
5] WHAT “PRIMATE 
PRINCIPION 
MEANS? 


No, it means 
“Foremost of the 
ragional high 


GOOD, CAUSE IT SOUNDS 
LIKE IT SHOULD MEAN 


"FIRST MONKEY." 


You'll always be 
tho First mankoy in 
my heart, old Friand, 


DOCTOR [HE'S LUCKY TO GE ALIVE, | | ELF PRAISED HIM INHER APTER-ACTION | SOUNDS LIKE HE [SURE. THEN THAT | GOOD POINT. TLL PASS 
, © THE MISSILE TOOK His | ] REPORT. HE GOT THE GUY WITH THE | WOULD HAVE 
HOW'S KEN){ JAW, NOSE, AND MosT | | MISSILE LAUNCHER, AND THE GREACHER | DONE WELL TO | COULD HAVE ‘THAT THEYRE BETTER 
‘OF THE REST OF HS | | PUNCHED HARMLESSLY THROUGH THE | KEEP HIS HEAD} RIPPED OUT HIS, (OFF NOT DUCKING. 
FACE WITH IT WHEN IT | | BULKHEAD RATHER THAN FRAGGING THE BRAIN INSTEAD. 
PASSED HIM, | | WHOLE TEAM. 


CAPTAIN, SHODAN'S PLATOONS LOST| 
‘THREE SOLDIERS, AND EIGHT GUYS 
BESIDES KEN ARE GOING TO NEED 
‘THE HUMPTY-DUMPTY TREATMENT. 


WHAT'S Your POINT? 
‘THAT THE ACTION 
WE'RE SEEING IS MORE 
DANGEROUS THAN 
WHAT WE'VE SEEN 
BEFORE? 


FINE. IT'S MORE DANGEROUS, EVERIEODY WENT INTO 
BUT THE PAYIS ALOT BETTER, THIS WILLINGLY, WITH 
TOO, BESIDES, PETEY'S MED 

GEAR SEATS THE PANTS OFF 

OF ALL THE KING'S HORSES 

AND ALL THE KING'S MEN. 


GOOD ONE, Sie. CAN | HAVE 
"MORE PAINKILLERS NOW? 


ETEY, THESE LAST TWO 
‘OPERATIONS HAVE BEEN A 
LITTLE ROUGH, 


DON'T GET ME WRONG... MY TROOPS STILL. MORALE 
‘ARE UP TO IT, AND HAVING GOOD. ISALITTLE LOW, 
INTEL AND UNMATCHED FIRE AND MY MEN ARE 
SUPPORT IS A WONDERFUL CHANGE MERCENARIES, 
FROM WHAT WE'RE USED TO, 


i) 


So... more 
‘money? 


WHAT'S ON YOUR 
MIND, REV? 
TM WORRIED. 


TTS OUR EMPLOYER... PETEY, THE 
‘Al. WHO SPANS A FLEET OF 
WARSHIPS... THE ENTITY BENT 
(ON DOMINATING AN ENTIRE 

STAR SYSTEM, 


CAPTAIN, WE'RE NOT 
WORKING FOR A PERSON, 
WE'RE WORKING FOR A 
GIANT, SOULLESS, ALL~ 
CONSUMING THING, 


HOW'S THAT ANY DIFFERENT] 
FROM WORKING FOR A 4 <T WEAN, BESIDES 
CORPORATION, ORA [THE FACT THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT? PAY IS BETTER? 


TM NEVER GOING TO. 
GET THESE PEOPLE 
INTO HEAVEN, LORD. 


SERGEANT, HOW DO YOU. 
FEEL ASOUT OUR 
EMPLOYER? 


DON'T YOU WORRY ABOUT His 
MO TNES! ‘combat bonus 
rom the Spear 

boarding is 

already earring 

interest at 1%. 


“SERGEANT, YOU'RE HELPING 
HIM WAGE'AN UNPROVOKED. 
WAR ON AN ENTIRE STAR 
SYSTEM, DOESN'T THAT 
‘WORRY YOU IN THE LEAST? 


When my shares in 
the, plunder Finally 
Vest Ill be able Co 
buy the circus. 


TT ALWAYS 
COMES BACK 
TO MONKEYS 

SOMEHOW. 


DON'T YOU EVER WORRY 
ABOUT THE STATE OF 
YOUR IMMORTAL SOUL, 
SERGEANT? 


‘USUALLY THE JOBS WE TAKE ARE Us amorphs are 
MORALLY AMBIGUOUS ENOUGH || evolved From damaged 
‘THAT WE CAN HONESTLY SAY WE'RE ‘organic memory 
DOING MORE GOOD THAN HARM. eaters 


‘BUT NOW. 

NOW OUR 

EMPLOYER 

ISA SOULLESS. 

AUTOMATON, EVOLVED 

FROM A DAMAGED WARSHIP ALL 


WELL THAT'S A RHETORICAL 
LANDMINE | SHOULDN'T 
HAVE STEPPED ON. 


eating someone 
else's? 


rs 
ct 


TEVEREND, YOU 
IAVE A VISITOR, 


el 


1 


TVE ALREADY APOLOGIZED TO YOU FOR MY 
FUTILE EFFORTS AT SOWING DISCONTENT 
WITH OUR SOULLESS, SOCIOPATHIC, 
PSEUDO-KOALAZOID EMPLOYER, 


ETEY PAYS TOO WELL, AND IT 
WOULD SEEM THAT SUCH SOULS 
AS THE REST OF US MAY OR 

MAY NOT HAVE GOT 

‘SOLD SOMEWHERE IN 

‘THE BARGAIN. 


Tow, hon you clergy | STIG AROUND. You May 


go bitter, you really 
GO, don't you? 


SEE MY "RESIGNED TO. 
MARTYRDOM" ACT. THE 
JURY FOR MY MASTER'S 

DISSERTATION 


Fine. Raverend, I'd 
like to ask your 
advice. 


Suppose I see my 
neighbor across 
the streot staaling 
Fram his next-door 
neighbors. 


Do I infervene? Do T have 


YOU CAN'T USE THAT ABSTRACTED PARABLE 
‘TRICK ON ME. IF I GIVE THE "RIGHT" ANSWER, 
"YOU'LL SHOW HOW OUR CURRENT SITUATION IS 
EXACTLY THE SAME, AND IF I GIVE THE "WRONG" 
ANSWER, YOU'LL DEMONSTRATE TO ME HOW 
‘SOMEHOW 7 AM THE BAD GUY HERE. 


TTS RHETORICAL ARTIFICE, AND | [Gy Their Fruits shall TM NOT SURE T UNDERSTAND YOUR NEW ‘OKAY, NEW RULE! 
IN THE HANDS OF THE WICKED Toy know Hhom.” BIOLOGY, PETEY. DID YOU JUST OFFER TO ‘ONE PHILISTINE 
IT'S NO MORE THAN A TRICK TO M SHOW THE REVEREND YOUR FRUITS? AT ATIMEL 
TURN EVERY GOOD INTENTION 

INTO ANOTHER PAVING STONE 

(ON THE HIGHWAY TO HELL, 


That's what your 
scriptures say, isn't it? 

IF you're gaing to judge mo, 
have a look at my Fruits, First. 


THEARD THE REV GOT A 
DRESSING DOWN FROM 


He said he was a —— "ACTUALLY, “SOULLESS WARMONKEY™ 
The Rev] (soulless warmonkey,) (! don't like it’ when | SOUNDS PRETTY COOL. 

my Friends cont 
like each other. 


TAGON. doesn't ke 


PETEY MAKES ME A YEAH, BUT WAY DOES HE NEED US J] [HE'S GOT THOSE LITTLE || S0? WHAT D0 Ju | Chink you need to 
LITTLE NERVOUS Too, AT ALL? HE'S A SUPER-POWERFUL }} | FABBY-BOTS FOR BUILDING | | YOU THINK? stop punching the 
YOU KNOW. Frie-pays better | | Ai. HE COULD HAVE FAKED THAT 1] STUFF. HE COULD USE dead gift-horse in 


tioeo Wirt Us N COSTUME pig rted 
Gl Teng THEYO COST HIM LESS, Che mouth. 


TT's ME, YOU KNOW,)[ WHAT, THE 
KEN? 1 HAD THE ONE You 
DOC Give ME A STOPPED A 
LITTLE MORE MISSILE WITH 
WASNT BIG 

ENOUGH? 


T think Te looks cool 
Kinda heroic, fke it 
belongs in a comic 
book or something, 


4 


FOR THE SAKE OF THE FOURTH 


THE CHIN'S COMING OFF 


BOY, DOG, TT's ALL OR 
NOTHING WITH YOU, 
AIN'T IT2 


THis CLONING GEAR IS NICE, BUT 
IT WASN'T REALLY MEANT FOR 
COSMETIC GENE-TWEAKS. 


YEAR, BUT NOW IVE 
GOT'NO CHIN, IVE 
‘JUST GOT A WEAK, 

LOSER NECK FROM 

COLLAR TO NOSE, 


T'VE BEEN SPEAKING WITH OUR 


EMPLOYER. THE CAMPAIGN IS 
GOING VERY WELL. “a 


“OB'ENN EXPANSION HAS BEEN. 


(OUR CASUALTIES HAVE 


‘CURRENT FRONTS, AND THE CORE | THAN USUAL, THOUGH, SO 


‘OF AKINDER, GENTLER OS'ENN 
(CULTURE 1S ALREADY TAKING. 
‘SHAPE ON THE INTERSPECIATED 
RESORT HABITAT WHERE WE'VE 
BEEN KEEPING P.O.W.S. 


PETEY HAS UPPED OUR 
COMBAT BONUSES BY 20%. 


Inberspeciated FORGET THE COMBAT 
resort habitat. ‘BONUSES. | WANT TO 
That sounds like SWITCH SIDES, AND 
a place Full oF THEN GET CAPTURED. 
bathtubs, ovalkwik 

and old comic 

books, 


NOW, TKNOW WHAT YOU'RE ALL 
THINKING. “IF THE P.O.W.S GET 
VACATION RESORT, MAYBE WE 
‘SHOULD SWITCH SIDES AND 
GET CAPTURED." 


WELL, IF YOU DO THAT, YOU THAT'S RIGHT, 
GET AN UNPAID VACATION, TROOPS. “PAID 
WHILE THE REST OF US ENJOY VACATION.” 
TWO WEEKS OF ALL-EXPENSES- 

PAID LEAVE IN MAHUITALOTU- 
COCOBANATUITUIMAYA SOHU. 


“PAID. VACATION.” 


You keep using 
those two words 
sir. Youre 
confusing us. 


Tagon, I nod to pul @ “SOMETHING ALWAYS |[ Oh, moat oF the troops: 


5o0, there's somebody 
two-day hold on your DOES. THE TROOPS. 


can _go. The mission Td really like to talk to, 
paid vacation, Something ‘ARE USED TO IT. 
urgent just cama up. 


profile here is For throw and I need you to 


abduct him For mo. 


The Obenn have bean Funding |W The guerrillas ara [SO TELL THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
WHERE HE 1S, THIS SOUNDS LIKE A 


divided into calls, and 
x JOB FOR A TELEPHONE, NOT A. 
Tivo just located the | JOE EQR AT 


one guy who can 
Finger all the calls. 


a guerrilla war in the Ustrebo 
system. T's distracting the 
rapresontativa governmont, and 
will prevent them From 
amassing sufficient 

Force to repel 

the imminent 

Ob’enn invasion. 


There are two] 
reasons why| 
that won't work. 


First, their government 
lacks the ability to 
penetrate the Facility 
he's holed up in. 
Thou'd just kill him, 
‘or los@ him. 


Secand, even fF thay DID) |[vino-eePnica S/T dont da 
et him out, their laws PRISONER, WOW. 1 eC oda 
Bravant thom From mind~ EAN THAT ers 


ripping the organizational ) | | Pgecepen 
data Fram him, oS Doesnt 


T evaluate each 
avery situation an its 
‘wn merits, processing Far There isn’t enough 
more data than more SF antacid on board For| 
legislators or judges ever au ta describe it that 
have at their disposal. way ta the Reverend, 


THAVE A SMALL, SPECIAL 
‘OPERATIONS MISSION UP_ 
FOR GRABS, I NEED TWO 
VOLUNTEERS, ASAP, 


TT'SA DEEP TERAPORT INSERTION 
INTO AN ENEMY BASE, WITH TWO. 
DAYS OF HIDING, FOLLOWED BY 
EXTRACTION OR ELIMINATION 

(OF AHOSTILE INDIVIDUAL. 


‘OUR INTEL IS FIRST-RATE ON 
THIS. OUR GEAR AND TRAINING 
EASILY OUTMATCHES ANY GUARDS. 
WE'LL ENCOUNTER ON THE BASE. 


SIR, MY SCHEOULE SAYS THAT 
‘ALL WEEK I'M SUPPOSED TO BE 
IN A BIKINI FIGHTING OFF 
‘AIOROUS CABANA BOYS. 


‘PAY 1S 10K BASE, 
PLUS A SO% LIVE- 
EXTRACTION 


THE PER Is 
ALREADY IN| MY 


Gantt do it, Ive 
‘our days 
SF cath to” 
catch up on. 


KEVIN, I'M TAKING SCHLOCK | [DON'T LET THE TROOPS GET INTO |’ CAN YOU GIVEMEA | [ IFT HAD NUMBERS FOR 
AND ELF ON A THREE-DAY OP. } | ANY TROUBLE YOU CAN'T GET BACK [RANGE OF VALUES FOR || IT, I'D JUST LEAVE THE 
YOU'RE IN CHARGE. ‘OUT OF WITH REASONABLE BRIBES J “REASONABLE” AND | | MARACA IN CHARGE. 


(OR ZERO FRIENDLY CASUALTIES. "FRIENDLY?" 


suddenly he's 
questioning my 
judgement. 


TISTEN UP, TROOPSI CAPTAIN 

TAGON, LIEUTENANT FORWORTHY, 
AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK WON'T 

BE JOINING US ON THE BEACH FOR 

Chotes THEY'VE JUST 

DEPARTED ON AN 

OP, AND THE 

CAPTAIN LEFT 

MEIN CHARGE. 


BEFORE ANY OF YOU UNWISELY TAKE THIS AS A CUE TO. 
STEP FURTHER OUT OF LINE THAN YOU WERE ALREADY 
PLANNING TO, I'D LIKE TO SAY TWO WORDS ABOUT MY 
POSITION AS THE COMPANY'S MUNITIONS COMMANDER 
AND RESIDENT MAD SCIENTIST: 


. WERIGHT, BLUE BOK INA TE looked 
Wour target is 600 meters below ground in a \ Hallway: GLAD Out YY bigger From 
Fortified bunker. Botwoon planatary defenses ‘ONLY WAY OUT IS NICE eg 
and tha locals harboring tha Jobe, thara ara [AND INCONSPICUOUS, 
three Terapori-area denial Fields in efFack” 


e inside. 


ged to infiltrate the 
Facility with a teraport cage, 
which will allow the thea oF 
ou fo ‘port in and aut saFoly.” 


“Uour terapart cage works Fine as long as the 
enomy dagsn't know it's there. Tr can mash a 
Fou ‘ports, bub only a Fou, which is why wo 
can't send mare than three of you dawn” 


THERE'S OUR FIRST STOP. 
SERGEANT, GET THE 
‘COVER OPEN. 


vWF tha enomy Figures this 
‘out, and really cranks up their 
anti-teraport scanning, you'll 
‘only get a singla ‘port aut oF it, 
and than only iF you're lucky.” 


TF WERE GOING TO 


“Early misdiraction fs therefore 
tha koy ta a safe extraction.” 


Travel the galaxy, meet 
eresting new people, and 
then swim in their poop. 


DO NOT MAKE ME 
LAUGH WHEN MY FACE 
1S IN THIS STUFF. 


 Ustrobon named Tam Bhica, barn 


into what used ta be 


the royal House of Bhica, The 


royals lost political power three centuries aga in 


tha general elections, 


‘and Tom Phica wants it back.” 


‘You know, this Tem gay 
‘sounds like a spoiled rich 


LOOK AT THE KIND 
(OF THINGS WELL DO 
FOR MONEY, SERGEANT. 


“Tom is the First generation of Phicans’ 
actually expected ta UIORH For a living, 
‘and he never really took to that.” 


The rice thing about swimming 
in sewage is Chae you guys can 


fare in the tub and | can’t even tell. 


eo a on, Sion ie E 
ee Ee ee 


SIR, TM HAPPY TO BE OUT) TTS DOUBLETHINK. WE WANT THEM 
OF THE SEWER, BUT THIS TO THINK WE CAME IN THROUGH 


GIANT AIR SHAFT DOESN'T ‘THE SEWER, BUT WE DON'T WANT 
FEEL AS SECURE. I7'S THEM TO THIKK WE WANT THEM TO 


SO... OPEN, THINK WE CAME IN THROUGH 
- THE SEWER, 


—, 


TNT YOUR BRAIN 
DISTRIBUTED THROUGH 
YOUR ENTIRE BODY? 


‘See why | ware 
you to stop with 
the doublethink? 


GET SOME REST. 
‘OUR TARGET HAS A 
MEETING WITH OFF~ 
WORLD PARTNERS IN. 
‘TWENTY-SEVEN HOURS, 
AND WE NEED TO BE 
HAPPY AND ALERT. 

IVE GOT THE 

FIRST WATCH, 


Do you Frink the 
‘can smell ust 

Weel | ean, we ARE in 
their ventilation 

system, right? 


Lean |] [mmm nee Wate: TT Sse 

: YOU HAFTA LAY OFF THAT YOU DEALT IT. 

‘SMELL WILL BE PRETTY FAINT. STARCHY STUFF AT BEEN PLAYING THE 
COLON TRUMPET? 


—— THIS PHIGA GUY IS  [ ALL OF WHOM HAVE | [OKAY, SO HES 
| THe WATTING HAS BEEN UNEVENTFUL, BUT. PARANOID EVEN AT >> LITTLE TRAINING, | | SURROUNDED BY A’ 
NOT RESTFUL, FORTUNATELY, IT'S NOW OVER. |} ' LIGHT SHELL-ARMOR | | MOVING LAYER OF 


"AND PROPELLANT | | ABLATIVE MEAT. 
PETEY'S SECURITY TAPS WEAPONS. 
ARE WORKING LIKE & 
‘CHARM. I'VE FOUND OUR 
TARGET, AND HE'S ON 


HIS WAY TO THE 
MEETING, 


THEY VE POSTED APAIR ] [THE SECURITY TAPS TO THE ] [Ne Know that Phica were || THAT SEENS LIKE A Tean cal 

OF GUARDS OUTSIDE -4| ROOM ARET WORKNG TT AT in, Just gas the guards, || peerry ceuve MOD) suppressing Fire if 

‘THE DOOR TO THEIR LOOKS LIKE SOMESODY fl Kick in the coor, and shoot |] TOANELABoraTE f [ you rink it'l sound! 

CONFERENCE ROOM, ISNT TAKING CHANCES ON 1) everything we're nob being |} PLAN more complicated. 
Ss paid bo bring back. 


PETEY COULDNT FIND OUT WHO PHICA Ts MEETING 
WITH. ALL HE KNEW WAS THAT A LOT OF MONEY WAS, 
CHANGING WANDS, SO TT's PROBABLY A LOCAL 
POLITICO, NOBILITY WANNAGE. 
YOU KNOW THE TYPE. Yeah... the 
ymna-be= 
crispy type. 


WITH PRANGER’S BANGERS NOW 
ON OUR PAYROLL, GOVERNMENT 
FORCES WELL FALL LIKE 


THEN AGAIN, IT MIGHT BE THE MOST 
FAMOUS MERCENARIES IN THE GALAXY, 
WITH BANDOLTERS FULL OF RETURN FIRE: 


THE Only ZUST J} BO | COLONEL DRAKE PRANGER, OF PRANGER'S 
WINE? TA NOt | BANGERS, THE MOST FAMOUS COMPANY 


INTERESTED IN YOUR | OF MERCENARIES IN THE GALAXY. 
PREACHING, PHICA 


LL OF GOONS, GUNS, AND 
POTENTIAL MAYHEM, 


“CHARLIE FOXTROT"IS A 
EUPHEMISM FOR “THIS 
‘OPERATION IS NOT GOING 
QUITE AS WED HOPED.” 


HOSE THE ROOM, 
SERGEANT! NOW| 


‘ON OCCASTON, HOWEVER, 
ITCAN BE SHINY, 


ITDOESNT MATTER HOW GOOD A SOLDIER YOU ARE, HOW 
FAMOUS YOUR COMMAND, OR HOW MANY TIMES YOUVE 
CHEATED THE REAPER. YOUVE STILL GOT TO DIE SOMETIME. 


‘YOULL DIE HAPPIER, THOUGH, IF YOU CAN 


THERES NO SHAME IN THES, 
TAKE ATLEAST ONE OF THEM WITH YOU. 


ESPECIALLY NOT IF YOURE 
BEING HOSED DOWN WITH 
A STREAM OF HOT PROTONS 
INA SURPRISE ATTACK, NO, 
THERE'S NO SHAME AT ALL. 


ITMAYBE A STRETCH TO CALL IT HAPPY,” 
WHAT WITH THE AGONIZING BURNS, THE 
BLINDNESS, AND THE PUNGENT SMELL OF 
‘BURNT YOU, BUT HEY, THATS THE RIDE 
YOU SIGNED UP FOR, COLONEL. 


‘COLONEL DRAKE PRANGER'S DYING ACT WAS A VIOLENT || VARrABLE GRENADES ARE EXPENSIVE 
‘ONE. HE THUMBED A VARTABLE-GRENADE TO "6" AND ‘ORDNANCE. YOU PAY AS MUCH FOR 
LOBBED IT STRAIGHT AT SERGEANT SCHLOCK. JUST ONE AS YOUD PAY FOR SIX 


‘SINGLE-PURPOSE GRENADES. 


[TF YOURE ONLY CARRYING ONE OR TWO GRENADES, THOUGH, ITS WORTH 
THE MONEY TO BE ABLE TO THROW EXACTLY THE DAMAGE YOU WANT. 


TIN THIS CASE, PRANGER WANTS TO THROW ENOUGH | | SETTING NUMBER SIX YIELDS AN EXPLOSIVELY EXPANDING CLOUD OF NEARLY- 
DAMAGE TO KILL EVERYONE IN THEROOM, WHETHER | | FUSING PLASMA, WHICH WILL DEPOSIT FAR MORE HEAT ON FULLERENE ARMOR 
(OR NOT THEY HAPPEN TO BE WEARING ARMOR WEAVES THAN EVEN POWERED FULLERENE SUITS CAN COMPENSATE FOR 


"AN ARMORED MAN LIKE 
TAGON COULD JUMP ON 
IT, BUT THAT WOULD 
ONLY RESULT IN HIM 
DYING A BIT SOONER 
THAN EVERYONE ELSE 


ELF SPINS IN TIME 
To SEEITPASS JUST 
INCHES FROM HER 
FACE. 


SCHLOCK EATS IT. 


THERES A PLASMA ‘ALL COVER, THAT IS, EXCEPT FOR AN OVERSIZED 
GRENADE INSIDE PATR OF ARMORED, PROSTHETIC FEET. 


TF THIS WORKS, 
‘MURPHY HAS ENSURED THAT TM ORDERING 


‘ALL COVER IN THE ROOM HAS GIANT BOOTS 
BEEN OBLITERATED. FOR EVERYONE. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 


THE PLASMA GRENADE HE SWALLOWED EXPLODES DEEP 
INSIDE SERGEANT SCHLOCK, DESTROVING 60% OF HIS 
FULLERENE STRUCTURE, AND ALL THE GEAR HE CARRIED, 


WHATS LEFT OF HIM RETAINS LITTLE 

MEMORY, AND IS NOW ALMOST CHILDLIKE. 
IF YOURE GOING TO LOSE YOUR MIND, 
‘A SECOND CHILDHOOD BEATS SENILITY. 


"YOU OKAY, FINE, MAYBE A ] [ BURNS, SIR? IT SEEMED No, No guRNS.1 Just [STOPPIT, sie. 'ELUSH. YEAH, THERE'S & 
capTaiN?’ ]_[ LITTLE TOASTY. } | LIKE SCHLOCK ABSORBED |] GOT TACKLED BY AVERY | YOU'RE MAKING ‘SAFE WORD.’ 
(LMOST ALL THE HEAT. CAPABLE LIEUTENANT AND | ME BLUSH. BLUSHING. 
i ‘AVERY PRETTY GIRL, 
THAT'S ALL. 
aw 
| ret 
oe 


TOONT SEE NO, TDONTT | [Vou,.. You've RUINED — ‘OH, HEY, THAT'S A GOOD UST 50 WERE 
‘MUCH LEFT OF EITHER. JUST sw AND YOU'VE: CHUNK OF THE SERGEANT, 


‘SERGEANT ‘SOME SPOTS ON ‘our captive | |{ corten sewace | || RIGHT THERE. BAG THAT, BEEN SEWAGE, | 
SCHLOCK. “THE WALLS, SURVIVED, THOUGH, | Il ALL OVER MEL! j WOULDN'T BOTHER 
‘CLEANING IT 
‘AND YoU SHELL LIKE 
YOU CAME IN THROUGH OFF YOU. 
Our SEWER, 


EVEN IFRE COMES TO, HE'S] (AND His Gearis ALL) [WHareveR YOUR PLAN 
NOT GOING TOBE ABLE TO] \"GONe, INCLUDING { | ‘Was, You've FAILED, CUT OFF YOUR HEAD TO MAKE 
Keepupwinius vor | (tae caiosorte. J | WAS, YOUVE EALED, || ME ST ee cAPe AND EASY. MAYEE I 
Sune Lives. | | SHOULD SETTLE FOR THE "DEAD" 
YOUR LIVES. |} BOUNTY. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


REDUCED LIKE THAT. 


“AWRIGHTIT [J AND | FOUND A 
CONTAINER TO 
J (caeey ALL THE 

ITN 


THAT IS THE GREAT FLAGON 
OF HOUSE PHICA, HANDED 
DOWN THROUGH A MUNDRED. 
GENERATIONS OF 
YOTRE’S GREATEST 


TGUESS THAT 
{our ABLE, THEN. 


TPS KIND OF FANCY, BUT NOTHING'S J 
TOO GOOD FOR SERVING 
['schtock IN A CUP." ‘ 


(GUARDS! GUARDS! I’ PUT A CORK INIT, SPARKY. T 


‘DEEP IN THE PHICAN STRONGHOLD, OUR HEROES: DON'T WANT TO HAVE TO. 


STEEL THEMSELVES FOR A HASTY EXIT. BEING KIDNAPPED! ‘SLOW DOWN LONG ENOUGH TO 


CUT OUT YOUR TONGUE, 


FULL SUIT 
POWER, ELF. 

‘THERE'S NO POINT 
BEING SNEAKY ANYMORE, 


THIS IS FOR COLONEL) 
PRANGER, SCUM: 


i! 
a8) 


YOU'VE LOST ALREADY. 
LOOK AT HER! YOU 


SIR, THINK THERE'S 
‘SOMETHING WRONG 
WITH MY LEGS. 


AND I'M SURE 
THEYLLLOOK, 
EVEN SETTER 
WHEN WE GROW 
YOU ANEW PAIR, 


ELF, DOES YouR SUIT TUL TAKE THAT AS A 
‘STILL HAVE POWER? CAN TM FLYING JUST FINE SIR THE |) sur THESE ENDORPHINS 
You FLY SKY LOOKS BEAUTIFUL TODAY. || ee DELICIOUS.” 


Bie SWAP OUT OF TTT TAY TANK, SIR] [YOUR TANK BLEW UP EACK]]] [ AND YOU ST/CL HAVENT | _[ AND THAT STIMMIE | GAVE 
SaisoNee AND THE WiaT ABOUT |] O4ZO0ACK ALPHA 9! 1] REPLACED MY LEGS! SiR Poubieree racers 

, AND THE RY TANK? | | THAT Wi , 4 Ef q 
SERGEANT, rank] | THAT WAS OU HEALTHCARE SUCKS: 


“C'MON, ELF. WE'VE ONLY GOT [THE FUN IS GOING TO BE. 
‘A FEW HUNDRED METERS TO i .) 4 GETTING TO OUR EXIT 
GO. POP ANOTHER STIMMIE f ‘WITH NO FREE HANDS 
AND SNAP OUT OF IT. FOR RETURNING FIRE. 


TAGON HAS ELF UNDER ONE ARM, AND AN UNcONscrous | {| ZN THE CUP WITH THE NOW 
PRISONER UNDER THE OTHER HE CAN'T RETURN FIRE. REDUCED SCHLOCK IS ELFS 
RECOILLESS GAUSS-GUN. 


Bi WEDGED IN THERE AS WELL IS THE FLAGON 
ae eed || eee 


WADE TT NO PROBE TIL THE WAY VOU SAY THAT 
UST ee 
[AREAD, AND THEN COLLECT DOBEN'T MAKE ME 


FEEL ANY BETTER. 


ARE YOU GOING 
TO HIT ME AGAIN? 


LISTEN TO ME VERY CLOSELY, TEM PHICA. |_[IMIEN) THAT LEAVES ME TWO | [ SECOND, I CAN ALLOW YOU TO YOU THINK ME COWARD 

‘MY ESCAPE SYSTEM IS TELLING ME THERE'S CHOICES: FIRST, 1 CAN | | ARRANGE FOR TRANSPORT FOR ENOUGH TO ARAR 

NOT ENOUGH BANDWIDTH TO CARRY YOU KKILLYOU AND TAKE A | | ALL OF US, YOURSELF INCLUDED, 7 

BACK AS A PRISONER, REDUCED BOUNTY. | | OUTSIDE OF THE TERAPORT DBATHP YOU'LL HAVE 
INTERDICTION FIELD. TO KiLL ME, FOOL. 


‘ORAY, SPARKY. LET'S HONE. RAIN PAN ‘OKAY, TTHINK MAY BE 

‘SEE WHAT'S BEHIND MUST BE BEHIND ‘JUST COLD-BLOODED 

DOOR NUMBER ONE. YOUR BIG MOUTH, ENOUGH FOR WHAT 
COMES NEXT. 


‘CAPTAIN KAFF TAGON HAS DISPATCHED 


THE TARGET, COLLECTED HIS AMNESIAC 
SERGEANT. AND COME UP WITH A VERY 
“SIMPLE PLAN FOR ESCAPE 


ELF, WAKE UP. 
NEED JOU AWAKE. 


‘CAPTAIN. DID YOU 
JUST KISS ME? 


ELF, THERE'S TOO MUCH 
‘TERAPORT DENIAL 
ACTIVITY GOING ON, THE 
TERAPORT CAGE CAN'T 
SEND US ALL BACK. 


TH MOSTLY GONE THE PRISONER TS DEAD. 
TAKE SCHLOCK AND HERE'S NOT ENOUGH 
: EANOWIDTH TO SEND THE 

Site EEE THREE OF US BACK. IT'S 
WUst come 70 ge YOu 

IND ScsiLock, 


NEED You Awake sor | [ ARE You GOING To 
KISS ME AGAIN? 


FINEST SOLDIERS I'VE 
EVER SERVED WITH, 


YOU 60, SIR, LEAVE ME HERE. | 
DONT THINK I COULD LIVE WiTH 
‘MYSELF, LOSING YOU NOW. 


TM THE ONE WHO HAS TO 
STAY, BECAUSE I'M THE 
(ONE WITH THE DOROTHY 
WIRE IN MY BOOTS. 


‘SEE, THERE'S HOT ENOUGH 
BANDWIDTH TO SEND EVEN 
HALF OF YOU. 


ITTS FAST, BLOODY WORK, 

FOLLOWED BY THE PRESS OF 
|] 4 BUTTON NO FANFARE, NO 

FURTHER FAREWELLS, 


PRANGERS BANGERS OFFERED NO. a rok SOF THEN DOWN BEFORE THEY CHUB 

auaaren wren rey caver ur Te | | ar cash Bel He WANTED TO DIE FCHTING AND 
WHILE TPRICALLY HE OIED BURNING, FE WENT OUT ERE 
MEALWAYSNOPCD HE WOULD IN A LAGE OF LORY 


| didn't do itr 
I didn't do it? 


A 


MEANWHILE, INA GALAXY FAR, 
FAR AWAY (AND LONG AGO) 
[Foye 
wt 


TFELT A GREAT DISTUREANCE IN ] [ TFEAR SOMETHING 
THE FORCE, AS IF THOUSANDS || TERRIBLE HAS HAPPENED 
(OF SCHLOCK MERCENARY ‘TOA MAJOR CHARACTER, 
READERS EMAILED THE AUTHOR 

IN ANGER, AND THEIR EMAILS 

WENT UNANSWERED. 


A 


(A, 


OH, ITLL BE ALRIGHT, BEN. MAYBE 
HE'LL GET BROUGHT SACK AS ONE OF 
THOSE CREEPY, GLOWING, FORCE- 
GHOST THINGIES. 


| ae: _\ arm 


‘COMMANDER, THE GRUNTS, 
WANT TO D0 “ENLISTED 
VS, OFFICERS" VOLLEYBALL 


BAD IDEA, LIEUTENANT. IF 
‘THE OFFICERS LOSE, IT 
HURTS CREDIBILITY. 


“OH, MOSTLYT WANTED TO] [ SHOULD I TELL THEM” yo, No, NO, BACKING 
ROS OF 100 WERE COINS ‘DOWN IS WORSE THAN LOSING, 
TO PLAY CAUSE T ALREADY ‘WE'LL JUST HAVE TO FIND A 
TOLD THEM YES. awa ow witnour MaRins 

TT LOOK LIKE WE CHEATED. 


‘THE ENLISTED TEAM HAS A 
LARGER POOL OF POTENTIAL 
PLAYERS, AND MUCH MORE RAW 
PHYSICAL TALENT IN THAT POOL. 


THE OFFICERS VOLLEYBALL 
TEAM ROSTER IS PRETTY 
SIMPLE. WE CAN ONLY HAVE: 
FOUR PLAYERS. TAGON'S NOT 
BACK YET, SO THE SENIOR 


OFFICER SLOT GOES TO ME, 


BRAD, YOU'RE THE BEST 
ATHLETE WE'VE GOT, AND 
YOU GOT US INTO THIS 
MESS, 


TCHUKK, SINCE YOU CAN BE IN 
‘TWO PLACES AT ONCE, YOU'LL BE 

LIKE HAVING AN EXTRA PLAYER ON 

‘THE TEAM. JUST DON'T SET IT TO. 
YOURSELF, OKAY? 


DocToR, YOULL 
SERVE AS A NICE 

DISTRACTION FoR 
WHICHEVER HUMAN 


THIS DISTRACTION 
CAN SPIKE CIRCLES 
‘AROUND YOU, 
SHORT-STUFFL 


Tavyn, Polay just T] [TSA TRICK HE'S GONNA GO 
called, Uou need ta ) | | HAVE INVENT A SHRINK-2AY. “ 
taka this. ep y 
: ¥ 7 
Pp 5 w 
nue © — 
@ 


ve | 


HELLO, PETeY. YOUVE HE'S WHAT? HE 


“MERCENARY COMMANDER KEVIN |! NTERRUBTED VACATION 

ANDREYASN TAKES FATEFUL} { TME, UST LIKE 10U SAID Tagan is dead. NO, 1 HEARD YOU. 
zs 

‘CALL FROM HIS EMPLOVE: BU WOUDNT. ? 


YOU KNOW, AS SMART AS) 
YOU CLAIM 70 BE, I'D HAVE 
EXPECTED YOU TO FIND A 
BETTER WAY TO BREAK 
‘THAT BAD NEWS, 


T phrased it the way I did to ensure that you'd 
Focus mare on the mossengor than the massage, This 
accolerated your passage through griof’s “danial” 
phase, and concentrated your anger-phase enorgios 
in a safe direction, thus minimizing the possibility 
that your judgmont will bo it 

critical early hours. 


YOU ARROGANT, MANIPULATIVE, 
MOTHERLESS SON OF A PSYCHOTIC, 


VIRTUAL HAIRGALL!” 


Case in point: 
direction of anger at 
the messenger. Uou'ro 
going ta get through 

this just Fine. 


Ennesby, Thur, and Der Tihs 
can verify Tagan's dacumanted 
last wishes. Command of 
the company devolves 


fo you, along with 
Tagon's majarity 

sharas, 

Be angry at me all you want. | 
You're in command now, and you 
oad your wits about you in the 
next Fou hours as you broak 


this nous to the company. 


FINE, BUT I WON'T BE. 
TAKING FURTHER ADVICE 
FROM YOU. OUR CONTRACT 
1S TERMINATED. PAY 
EVERYTHING OUT, AND 
LEAVE US ALONE, 


I expected this, That's 
hy you need to bo 
as smart as possible 


‘on your es 


FIRE UP THE FASBER.T 
NEED SOME SPORTSWEAR 
FOR SCHOOLING THE 
ENLISTED TROOPS IN A 
‘GAME OF VOLLEYBALL, 


THERE PROBABLY IS 
AN °AAIIET” IN "TEAM 


Sir, Tm not sure how a 
ow t-shirt will help you 
cheat at vollayball, 


TT WON'T. I'™ NoT| 
GOING TS CHEAT. 


Then why AM cone 10 1S Fas me A SHIRT WITH THIS ONT 
HAVE TAGON ON MY 
TEAM, THOUGH, 


Captain Tagan 
would not have 
approved. 


‘WHERE DO YOU 
THINK WE ARE? 
FLORIDA? THE 
DEAD GUY 
DOESN'T GET 
TO VOTE. 


Ennosby, has Hovyn given 
you instructions about 
communication with mo? 


wy, I'm supposed ta 


handle loose onds 
and severance. 


Tow did he break He hasnt 
tha news to the Ml uct. to's 
company? playing | || 
vollayball with 
them right now. 


Ho's going about this 
all wrong, you know 


Actually, T think he's 
doing okay so Far. 


TD LIKE TO HAVE MY COMMENT 
‘ABOUT SPIKING CIRCLES AROUND 


YA NEED TA CLOSE YER MOUTH 
WHEN YA BLOCK THOSE, ELIZABETH, 


TEN - ZERO, SKUNK THAT'S] | THERE WILL ENO 
THE END. GOOD GAME, REMATCH, I NEED 
EVERYEODY DRESSED 
‘OUT FOR AN ALL 
HANDS IN TWENTY 
MINUTES, 


COMMANDER, YOU REALLY TOOK IT 


BEEN A GOOD IDEA TO LET THEM. 
SCORE AT LEAST A POINT OR TWO?) 


WO, DOCTOR, IT WOULDN'T. TLL EXPLAIN 
LATER, FOR NOW, JUST MAKE SURE ELIZABETH 
PASSES THOSE VOLLEYBALLS WITH NO 
COMPLICATIONS, 


ny 


‘OH, THAT WON'T BE A 
PROBLEM, THE GIRL HAS A G-1 
‘TRACT LIKE A METROPOLITAN 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT, 


ENNESBY, HAVE WE GOTTENELF_] [WHAT ASOUT THE TS RE EATING THAT T think youd 
AND SCHLOCK BACK TET? -—-* | SERGEANTS POPCORN ONE AT botter got tha 
Uos, bu EP's TEE doctor in hore 
in‘a cloning 
tank, sir 


Ho's lost 
most of his 
momory, and 
his appetite 
is way off. 


TF ELIZABETH DOESN'T NEED )_| [ WHAT, HAVE THE KREELIES HE, UM... DOESN'T NEED MEDICAL 
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL. ATTENTION. 


ATTENTION, IVE GOT A 7 
COUPLE OF STABLE LIKE THAT PANG BY THE WAY, 1S YOUR FIANCE THE 
PATIENTS FOR YOU SCHLOCK ARE BACK, REVEREND AROUND? 


CAPTAIN TAGON) YES. NOW | [BUT WHAT ARE] AND IT ISMY] J KEWN, Most oF | [SPEAKING OF “SHOT, I'D RATHER NOT 
IS DeAD#I*_--/ FocUS ON || We GOING TO ( (HUGE PROBLEM. | (THE COMPANY WAS) | HAVE TO HAVE YOU SHOT FOR NOT 
THE LIVING, | ] DO WITH THE 'YOUNEED TO | \ INTERVIEWED BY 7 | TAKING CARE OF ELF AND SCHLOCK, 


CoMPaNY? THis) 7 worRY aout | ) TacoNHImset. [| goTH OF WHOM GOT SHOT. 
ISA HUGE ‘OUR WOUNDED. | ( MORALEIS GOING) F— 


BETTER LISTEN, 
00C. HEADS 
ROLL, YKNOM. 


'SWART-BOMBS NOT QUITE TOTAL CONVERSION BOMBS 
‘SMART ENOUGH TO THINK FOR WHICH A LITTLE BIT| 


(OF SELF PRESERVATION, GOES A VERRRY LONG WAY. 


‘EPAULET BOMBS YOU 
FOOLISHLY WEAR 
NEXT TO YOUR NECK. 


“GRENADES, NUKES, LIMPETS, LAND MINES, MORTARS, BOUNCING BETTYS.. THE 
MATRIX OF PAYLOADS, DETONATORS, CASINGS, AND DELIVERY SYSTEMS YTELDS 
‘AN ALL-BUT-INFINITE VARIETY OF ORDNANCE, PRODUCTS OF HIGHLY FERTILE 
IMAGINATIONS RAKED EITHER OVER THE COALS OF NECESSITY, OR THROUGH 
THE SEWERS OF SOCIOPATHY. 


KEVIN ANDREVASN HAS 
CREATED NUMEROUS 
BOMBS IN HIS DAY, HES 
DROPPING ONE NOW. 


THE CAPTAINIS DEAD, 
BUT HE HAD SOME VERY 
‘SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS. 
FOR THE COMPANY UPON 
HIS PASSING, 


FIRST, HIS SHARES IN THE, 
COMPANY DEVOLVE HALF 
‘TO ME, AND HALF TO THE 

"OFFICERS’ CORPS, 


THIS MAKES ME THE 
LARGEST SHAREHOLDER 
IN THE ORGANIZATION, 


Ui SIR. BRAD IS ANT] 
OFFICER, SO HE'S A 
SHAREHOLDER, TOO, 


SO. HOW CAN YOU 
BE LARGEST? HE'S 
BIGGER THAN ME. 


[AND HE UNDERSTANDS THE 
TERM “SHAREHOLDER,” 
WHICH WOULD MAKE Hla 
SMARTER THAN YOU, TOO. 


TRCCORDING TO OUR CHARTER, ))] | THIS DOES NOT PUT MEIN CAPTAIN TAGON'S LAST WiLL] [ CAP'N ANDREYASN, J LET HIM CHEW ON 
[AS THE OFFICER WITH THE = AND TESTAMENT IS WHAT 4 | SiR PERMISSION TA [| IT ASIT MORE. IT 
MOST SHARES IN THE COMPANY, THOUSH. For gop] | PUT MEIN COMMAND. GET A TOOTHPICK) LOOKS LIKE HE'S 
‘COMPANY, I'M THE ONE TA DISLODGE NICK’s } ALMOST GOT IT 
WHO Sigis THE FOOT FROM: "IS ALL THE WAY 
PAYCHECKS. 


TM NOT YOUR CAPTAIN, SHEP, 
TMA COMMANDER, AND THAT 
RANK SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT 
FOR ME TO LEAD THIS 
‘COMPANY IN THE 

COMING MONTHS. 


TMOVE THAT THE OFFICERS’ CORPS Jy 
AND SHAREHOLDERS PROMOTE. 
‘COMMANDER ANDREYASN TO THE 
RANK OF CAPTAIN, EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY, 


‘ALL IN FAVOR? 


TTOLD YOU TOLET) MM IF YOU DONT RAISE YOUR 
‘ME HANDLE THE J’ HAND FOR YOURSELF RIGHT 
company sturF, J'( WoW, COMMANDER, I'LL HAVE 
Doc. IT AMPUTATED AND 


MASSEY, PERHAPS YOU SHOULD _] [ ENNESSY, | THINK YOU SHOULD PAB | [WE'LL EVEN GET A GRENADE ‘AM I SUPPOSED TO THANK YOU FOR 
GET THE CHARTER UPDATED OUR CAPTAIN A NEW UNIFORM, IN ONE OF THEM FOR YOU, THAT? DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT 
WITH CAPTAIN ANDREYASN'S WITH SOME CAPTAIN'S EPAULETS J SiR? ‘THESE BABIES ARE LOADED WITH? 
NEW TITLE. TO GO WITHIT. 


“SETTLE DOWN, EVERYBODY. 


TSTILL HAVE ANOTHER 
ANNOUNCEMENT TO MAKE. 


THIS COMPANY HAS GONE TOO 
LONG WITH GENERIC INSIGNIA, 

WE'VE HAD NO RECOGNIZABLE 
EMBLEM, NO BANNER, NO LOGO. 


FO MORE, TAGON LED US IN LIFE, 
AND HAS NOW LED WHERE WE 
DARE NOT QUICKLY FOLLOW. | 
CAN'T IMAGINE A SETTER EMBLEM 
FOR THE COMPANY HE FOUNDED, 


FROM BACK HERE IT LOOKS KINDA 
LIKE A BULLS-EYE ON YOUR CENTER 
OF MASS, SIR, 


THATS ALL. COMPANY 
DISMISSED, 


YES, CORPORAL IT wi xaiep 


TAGON, AND WHEN 
00 WE GO 
AFTER THEM? 


VENGEANCE IS ALOW- 
MARGIN BUSINESS, NICK. 
WE'RE MERCENARIES, S| 
THE ONLY KILLING WE'RE| 
GOING TO DO IS WHAT, 

WE'RE BEING PAID 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL, I THINK T 
MAY HAVE GOTTEN AN 2.0. FOR 
THAT ASSASSIN WE ASHED ON YSTRE. 
EXCELLENT. IT MAY BE 
TIME TO FUND A 
LITLE Payeack 
= MISSION. 


THE BOTTOM LINE. 


THE NEWLY-PROMOTED MERCENARY 
CAPTAIN KEVYN ANDREVASN GETS A 
MANDATED MAKEOVER. 


me 


SEXY 


YOULOOK GOOD 
INIT, KEVIN, 


“GRANTED, ORANGE IS A 
HARSH COLOR ON YOU, AS 
IT BRINGS OUT THE 
GLARE OFF YOUR 

NOBLE DOME, BUT 
THAT'S JUST MY 

FASHION TRAINING 
KICKING IN, 


NOW THERES A DISCIPLINE | WOULD 
HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO CONTINUE 
TN IGNORANCE OF. 


WENEED TODO 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
‘THE GLASSES, 
THOUGH. 


THEY STAY. 1 CAN'T] 
‘SEE A THING| 
WITHOUT THEM, 


TSHOULD HAVE SAID “ICANT 
SEE A THING OUTSIDE THE 
VISIBLE SPECTRUM WITHOUT 
THEM." 


PETEY PAID US WITH TMISSPOKE. THERE'S 
SOME GOOD GEAR. I NOTHING WRONG WITH 
CAN BRING YOUR MY NATURAL EYESIGHT, 
NATURAL EYESIGHT 

RIGHT UP TO SPEC, 


YOU ALSO CAN'T HIDE BEHIND 
‘THEM ANYMORE. THE COMPANY 
NEEDS TO KNOW YOU'RE 
THERE MORE THAN YOU NEED 
TOBE ABLE TO SEE IN 
INFRARED. 


WHAT ABOUT 
ULTRAVIOLET, 
MICROWAVE, 
AND X-RAY? 


You GET AL 
THAT FROM 
‘THOSE? 


WAIT... OU HAVE 
VISION? 


TCAN SEE THAT YOUR SKIN TEMPERATURE 
‘JUST WENT UP IN PATTERNS TYPICAL OF 
BOTH EMBARRASSMENT AND ANGER, BUT 1 
USED INFRARED FOR THAT. 


‘ONE WORD ASOUT 
“GREAT BONE STRUCTURE” 
AND YOU'LL NEED SURGERY. 


‘OKAY, THEW YOU WAVE EVES! THEYRE A 
Stasées age SOY tire on He Beaby 
STOWED. HOW) side, THOUGH: CAN YOU, 
BOTLOOK? 41D "PENETRATING STARE” 

With THEME 


‘OOOH, ANGRY EYES! 
NICE CHANGE-UPI 


NO, THAT'S MORE 


UNAMUSED GAZE." 


For today, Doc. 


Wall, okay, Technically 1 probably 
am, 8 murderer, but Tagon’s death 
goos in my “blunder” column, not 
in my “enemies dispatched” 


I'm not a murdorar. 
Tagon was a Friend. IF 
he'd boon in the way oF 

‘something I noadad to 
do, T would have Found a 
way to do it around him, 


No problem. I's the 
feast T could do aftor 
my intel blunder on Ustre. 


you're honest with 
Re yourself about it. 


Z A LOT. IT'S 
AT THE HUB OF THAT GREAT Wh 
‘AN ENORMOUS PROJECT IS COMPLETE i KE AN EXPL, 


THAN PREDICTED. 


REVEREND, YOURE GONG TO. TOUG AROUND ALITTLE ON | [TWONDER WHY J] MAYBE GENERAL KARL TAGON 
PUN CAPTAIN TAGON'S FUNERAL. ‘THE HPPERNET. HIS FATHER || THE CAPTAIN. | AND HIS SON THE MERCENARY 
HOW SOON CAN YOU BE READY? [DIDNT SEE] | ISSTIUL alive, rerieeD ow J piowT ist DIDN'T GET ALONG. 
ANY LIsTeD IN | }CELESAOL HM g 
HIS WiLL, 


NICE RESEARCH, REVEREND, T | OUCH. THAT'S A TOUGH DUTY [ SURE, AND NOTHING COULD | [A VALID POINT, MADE WITH BOTH SARCASM, 
BELIEVE INEED TO NOTIFY _ | YOU'RE ASSUMING. WHO ARE _ | HAPPEN THAT REQUIRES THE| | AND IRONY... THINK I CAN PROMOTE YOU TO 
THIS GENERAL TAGON OF HIS | YOU LEAVING IN CHARGE HERE? | ATTENTION OF SENIOR LIEUTENANT, AND THEN SEND YOU TO BREAK 
OFFICERS WHILE WE'RE THE BAD NEWS TO GENERAL TAGON. -—2 = 
IF THY FOOT 


SON'S DEATH, AND I NEED TO 
VACATIONING. 
OFFEND THEE, 


DOITIN PERSON. 
STICK IT RIGHT 
VERILY IN THY 
TN CHARGE? WE'RE 
(ON VACATION. . 


B] OKAY, GUYS, THis Is THE PLACE. 
THE RECENTLY COMMISSIONED REMEMBER, LET ME DO ALL THE 
TALKING. JUST STAND AT EASE 


REVEREND LIEUTENANT THEO 
‘| FORIUS IS OFF TO BREAK BAD a. LOCK RESPECTABLE: 

NEWS. HE HAS BROUGHT TWO 

GRUNTS WITHHIM: NICKAND 1( HEH. US, LOOK 

‘SHEP - SOME OF CAPTAIN KAFF }\ RESPECTABLE? 

TAGON'S ORIGINAL RECRUITS. 


HEY CUT IM SOME SLACK, 
NICK, THE NEW LOUIES 
ALWAYS ISSUE STUPID 


“SHEPS VISOR IS A SYMBIONT HE 
PICKED UP AS A CHILD ON VENUS. 
IT ALLOWS HIM TO SEE QUITE A 
BIT BETTER THAN THE OTHERS, 
THES IS IMPORTANT, BECAUSE 
HES ABOUT TO SEE SOMETHING. 


NOBODY'S HOME, MAYBE HE'S 
War ‘OUT EATING OR SHOPPING OR 

WAIT WAIT. 

WAIT WAIT 


‘SOMETHING. 


‘OH, THERE'S SOMEBODY 


WHOA... HELMETS 
ueh 


TERME SHOW YA 
SOME RUDE. 


THE RUDE ACTIONS OF NICK AND 
SHEP (AS WELL AS THE RESPONSE 
‘FROM THETR NEWBIE REVEREND 
LOUZE) WILL HAVE TO WATT. BE 
PATIENT. CHURLESH IMPATIENCE 
WOULD BE RUDE. 


LETS REWIND AND SEE WE HAVE GENERAL KARL WE HAVE A PATR OF DAEHREMMAN AND WE HAVE A DOORBELL. 
WHAT WAS GOING ON TAGON (RET) SITTING THUGS PREPARING TO ADMINISTER 


INSIDE THE HOUSE. INA COMFY CHAIR. SOME TERMINAL DISCOMFORT. FD 


YOURE AN HONORABLE = WHILE WE WATT, THOUGH, TLL TAKE 
NAN, RIGHT GENERAL? SV FINE WE'LL ALL WAIT PLEASURE IMAGINING THE SCENE 
YOU ALSO QUIETLY FOR THEM WHEN MY SON THE SO-CALLED 

KNOW THAT IF YOU CALL OUT, TO GO AWAY. 'ASSASSIN KILLED A WHOLE 

‘BUNCH OF YOUR BILGE- 


(a 


PERSISTENT, ARENT | | PROBABLY THE NEIGHEOR HARD TO TELL FROM WHAT CANT SAY? I'VE BEEN 
KIDS WANTING TO BORROW SHADOWS, Bur IT ‘SLIPPING STEROIDS INTO 
‘SOME SUGAR FOR MOM'S LOOKS LIKE THREE THEIR SUGAR FOR YEARS, 
COOKIES. GINS, HUMAN... AND 
‘A COUPLE OF THEM 
ARE BIG. 


THE NEWLY COMMESSTONED 
LIEUTENANT HAS A CHOICE. 


TWO NONS 
NSS. (1 Suns, Hunan 


‘BETWEEN ‘EM IN 
A CHAIR, T'VE 
GOT THE CHAIR 


HIS GRUNTS ARE ABOUT 
TO ENGAGE INA LITTLE 
BAE, LIKELY FOLLOWED 
BY A BUNCH OF A&B, 


HE CANT SEE WHAT SHEP CAN, AND CANNOT 
THEREFORE MAKE AN INDEPENDENTLY INFORMED 
DECISION, HE CAN ONLY TRUST OR DISTRUST. 


YOU LEAD, SHEP. 
TLLGO LEFT. 


THE RIGHT GRUNT”. IT'S ONE MORE 
HALLMARK OF A LIEUTENANT WHO 
WONT 6ET SHOT AY HIS OWN MEN. 


FULLY INERTIIC, FLISHT-CAPABLE, POWERED FULLERENE UNIFORMS: ABOUT ‘UNLICENSED SOLDIER-BOOSTING OF THE METABOLISM, 
TWO YEARS’ SALARY FOR A GRUNT, ASSUMING HE HAS TO BUY THEM HIMSELF. || ENHANCING STRENGTH, SPEED, AND REACTION TIME: THREE 
YEARS’ SALARY, AND FIVE IN PRISON IF YOURE CAUGHT. 


Z 


THE LOOK ON YOUR FOE'S FACES WHEN YOU 
CRASH IN FROM A STANDING START: PRICELESS, 


‘AN ACCOMPLESHED SWORDSMAN, THE REVEREND 
HAS BEEN DRILLING WITH SOME MORE USEFUL 
WEAPONS (FIREARMS!) ON THE COMPANY RANGE. 


fo) 


HOLD STILL, OF 
TLLPOKE YOU IN 
THE OTHER EYE. 


‘OKAY, UH 
HUH, OWE 


“AND FIFTY KILOS OF 
HUMAN SHIELD. 


REV, DIDIA STAKE TTS CALLED | [MERCY/# You STUCK 
MERCY, NICK. MY || ME RIGHT THROUGH 
GUY IS MORE | | MY THROREIN’ EYE. 
ALIVE THAN 
YOURS 1S, 


“THE GRACE OF GOD. 
KNOWS NO BOUNDS, 
BUT MY MERCY HAS SOME 
PRACTICAL LIMITATIONS. 


‘SORRY FOR THE MESS, GENERAL 
WE CAME TO TALK TO YOU, AND 
SHEP HERE SUSPECTED THAT IF 
WE DIDN'T TALK NOW, YOU'D 

BE INDISPOSED TO TALK LATER. 


LOUIE WHO KNOWS 
HOW TO LISTEN TO THE 
ENLISTED MEN... DID 
YOU LEARN THAT 

FROM MY BOY? 


1... UM... SIR, 
We're HERE 
WITH BAD 


HEARD IT ALREADY, 
WINK THERE SAYS MY 
‘SON ASSASSINATED HIS 
COLONEL, AND THEN 
DIED TRYING TO. 


TDONT KNOW THE WATTTAMINNTT. 
WHOLE STORY YET YOU SAYIN’ THIS 
MYSELF, I'M HERE TO Jy 

INVITE YOU TO THE 

FUNERAL. 


"§ PAYBACK ( STAND DOWN, HE'S GOING TO GET PICKED UP BY THE 
Fier Oe By eeboea, | MAKE ME. TS UTE POLICE an Wen nis Bose Gag ot 
WEASEL 1S GONNA ‘OUT HE WILL RELAY A MESSAGE. 

7 STE iS (Oe ANE 


a TO DO THAT. 


Ge 


We 
VAS 


HEH, YOUR 
LOUIE KNOWS 
HOW TO MAKE 
'APOINT, SON. 


ELF'S TREATMENT IS WELL, CAPTAIN, TMNOT "ANVTHING, | [ STOP TTALICIZING THE [GO EASY ON THE 

COMING ALONG JUST “QUITE SURE WHERE TO START ‘CAPTAIN. | | WORD "CAPTAIN" WHEN\) FOURTH WALL 

FINE, CAPTAIN. WITH HIM, HE SEEMS PERFECTLY YOU SAYIT. THERE, SIR 
HEALTHY, JUST... REDUCED. 


(OH, 1 USED TO WEAR A 
DARK BLUE UNIFORM SHIRT, 
WITH COMMANDER'S 
EPAULETS INSTEAD OF 
‘THESE CAPTAIN'S BOLTS, 


Gime, 15 ian'é the shirt. 
It's that shiny come 
you've gob. If | was 
gonna remember you, 
Tm prety sre To 
remember that. 


Wow MUCH DO YOU 
REMEMBER? ‘Well, | con't: 


THERE, SERGEANT. 


‘Youre the with 
NOW DO YOU on 


the things, and the 
thing tha’ does that 
‘thing, and then wou 
cid Ehat one tring! 


Oh, andl | think 
Chere’s something 
about obher rings, 
and maybe you 
brings? 


‘AND IT'S 
REPEATING 

DECIMAL, 
POINT THING. 


MASSEY, HOW DOES OUR 
DISABILITY BENEFIT WORK? 
(WELL, COMM... ER, CAPTAIN, 
T'S LIKE THIS... 


THE ENTIRE BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 1S UNDERWRITTEN 
BY HYPERCARE THROUGH THE 
GALACTIC ASSOCIATION OF 
‘SMALL BUSINESSES. DENTAL, 
MEDICAL, VISION, PSYCH, 
DISABILITY AND ASTROLOGY 
[ARE ALL COVERED ON OUR’ 
CONTRACT. 


WAIT... ASTROLOGY?. 
“APPARENTLY IT CAN BE A 

REAL BURDEN SEING BORN 

UNDER THE WRONG SIGN. 


CHIROPRACTIC ISNT 
COVERED, THOUGH. 


WELL WO. 
ISTT EVER? 


‘OUR DISABILITY COVERAGE IS 
PRETTY STRAIGHTFORWARD, 

BUT PROVING DISABILITY CAN 
BE TRICKY. 


MASSEY, SERGEANT SCHLOGK NOW 
WEIGHS JUST OVER HALF AS MUCH 
AS THE SMALLEST OF THE 
WEAPONS HE USED TO CARRY, AND. 
HE'S GOT THE MIND OF A Sb 
YEAR-OLD WITH AN OPPRESSIVE 
RITALIN HABIT. 


THE CLAIMS ADJUSTER WILL 
BE HAPPY TO POINT OUT 
‘THAT THEY MAKE VERY 
POWERFUL WEAPONS IN 
VERY SMALL PACKAGES 
THESE DAYS. 


THEY LL PROBABLY TAKE ONE 
LOOK AT THE REST OF OUR 
‘COMPANY AND SUGGEST THAT 
HE'S MORE LIKELY TO 

FIT IN NOW, 


DISABILITY ISWT A VERY 
ATTRACTIVE BENEFIT FOR 
MERCENARIES TO CASH IN, 
CAPTAIN, 


YOU SEE, IT DOESN'T PAY | [OH. NO. THEYRE NOT 
FORLIFE.IT PAYS FORLIFE || COUNTING THE. 
EXPECTANCY, BS DETERMINED 

THROUGH A STATISTICAL 

ANALYSIS OF COVERED 

PROFESSIONALS IN YOUR 

INDUSTRY AND POSITION. 


HIPERCARE WAS COVERING 


STUKKA'S STORMTROOPERS (HAS TO GO AND RUIN 


LAST YEAR WHEN THE WHOLE 
COMPANY FLEET GOT 
GHASED INTO A STAR. 


‘SOMEBODY ALWAYS 


THINGS FOR THE 
REST OF US. 


‘ABOARD THE OBEN SHIP CLOAK OF UNTRAMMELED 
DIGNITY, WHOSE FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND CUBIC 
KILOMETERS PROVIDE A STANDING GUARANTEE OF 

‘SUPERIOR FIREPOWER AND DIGNITY UNTRAMMELED: 


REVERED SIR, 
‘OUR PAWN ON 
YSTRE HAS BEEN 
ASSASSINATED. 


BY WHOME IS THIS AN 
EFFORT TO THWART US 
DIRECTLY, OR JUST A 


TS., CURIOUS, YOUR GRACE. We | PERSONALLY? You 
LIFTED SOME SECURITY SYSTEM {| MEAN THAT MEDDLING 


FOOTAGE, AND IT APPEARS. 
THIS PRIMATE PRINCIPIO. 
INVOLVED PERSONALLY, 


45 IF )\ HUMAN WAS THERE? 
was. 


INDEED, MAJESTY. AND HE WAS 
KILLED, ALONG WITH ONE OF 
THe OTHER SOPHONTS WHO 


J ADDRESSED US, AN AMORPH. 


THIS 1S GOOD NEWS, TUL SLEEP 
WELL KNOWING THAT OPPONENT 
HAS BEEN DISPATCHED, EVEN IF IT 
SETS US BACK A FEW YEARS ON 
STRE. 


WITH RHADAMANTHINE 
REVERENCE, LORD, | 
WOULD NOT COUNSEL 
= SLEEP vUST YET. 


OKAY, YOU'VE CROSSED 
‘A-LINE WHEN [NEED A 
THESAURUS TO FOLLOW 
YOUR FLATTERY. 
OUT WITH IT. 


‘OP-INT BELIEVES THAT THE PRIMATE 
PRINCIPIO WAS ACTUALLY A HERCENARY 
IN THE EMPLOY OF THE ROGUE, 


THATS NORMAL, YOUR BRAIN 
HAS ALOT TO ASSIMILATE. THE 
ITCHINESS 1S ONE SIDE-EFFECT 
(OF THE PROCESS, IT'S HARD. 
FOR OUR BRAINS TO MAKE 
‘SENSE OF THE NEURAL FEEDS 
WHEN WE'VE GOT NO SKIN, 


TOONT THINK PT KEEP YOUR VOICE 
TVE EVER BEEN JOOWN. IF THE GRUNTS 
Tels NAKED HEAR THE WORD 
BEFORE. "NAKED" I'LL HAVE A 
RUSH ON THE 

INFIRMARY, 


THECAPTAN  \( TAGO! 

WOULD LIKE TO. ASLEEP. KEVIN... COMMANDER LIKE THE “CAPTAIN” TYPE 
TALK TO YOU, ARE ANOREYASN... HE'S THE TO ME, YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOU UP TO IT? CAPTAIN NOW. T MEAN? HE'S TOO. 1 


T GANT SEE OUR NEW CAPTAIN LIKE J] [YOU SURE KNOW R TDIONT REALIZE YJ HEY, WITH NANO 
THIS, 11M AS NAKED AS THE DAY T HOW TO MAKE A WEHAD CLOTHING ) spaNDEX ONE SIZE 
WAS BORN. AND THEN SOME. GIRL FEEL PRETTY. ~}}} | aryour concent” {Realty 20es Fir AL 


WELL, I CAN'T PUT ANY CLOTHING IN. 
‘THERE WITH YOU. IT WOULD INTERFERE 
WITH GROWTH, AND YOU'D JUST END UP 
LOOKING LIKE A DROWNED ZOMBIE ANYWAY. 


WHATEVER HIT HIM, BUT HIS THE REST OF THE MAKE IT PLY? 
PERSPECTIVE SEEMS TO BE MISSION INSIDE A 
RATHER LIMITED. VERY. EXPENSIVE 


YOU ON THE YSTRE 
MISSION. 


ELF, IF YOU FEEL UP TO] 'SCHLOCK REMEMBERS SOME “AND TO HEAR WIM TELLIT, |i MUST HAVE 
17, HD LIKE TO DEBRIEF (OF WHAT HAPPENED AFTER He SPENT HE FIGURED OUT HOW T | MISSED THAT. 


‘CUP, SIR 


TVE ALREADY DERRIEFED 31, YOURE] | see, IF you TELL |[ IT'S TRUE. Gy TeULING | [UMLESS, IN ORDER TO YOURE VERY 
SERGEANT SCHLOGK, AND | DOING THs |] ME WHAT YOU DO |} YOU WHAT SCHLOGK || FERRET OUT FALSEHOODS) (THINKY AND IT'S 
THAT DEBRIEFING RAISED [BACKWARDS. T’ | |KNOW, THEN 1 CaN |] TOLD ME,1GIVE YOU || 1LIE WHEN I TELL YOU SCARING ME 
‘SOME QUESTIONS, NOT SUPPOSED | | MAKE STUFF UP TO |] AMPLE INFORMATION |] WHAT HE TOLD ME. 
TO KNOW WHAT |] FILL IN THE giTs” |] WITH WHICH TO BUILD 
SCHLOCK TOLD YOU. || THAT YOU DON’T. | CONSISTENT, PLAUSIBLE, 
‘SELF-SERVING LIES. 


‘SCHLOGK SAID THAT 
YOU AND CAPTAIN. 
‘TAGON WERE KISSING. 
IS THIS TRUE? 


"ARE YOU GOING TO) J _1 WAS WORRIED 
MAKE SOMETHING THAT OU MIGHT 
OF IT? ‘MAKE SOMETHING OF 
TT, AND SLAP THE 

‘COMPANY WITH & 

HARASSMENT SUIT. 


WELL, IT WASN'T 

HARASSMENT. 11 was 

VERY POORLY TIMED 
ROMANCE, 


YOU JUST RECORDED, 
THAT FOR OUR 
LAWYER, 


"AND HE'S GOING 
TOGETAGOOD 
NIGHT'S SLEEP 
TONIGHT. 


THE FULL NAME IS ACTUALLY AN ADDRESS..ITS THE BO DISTRICT OF 


“THE NATIVES CALL IT MAHUETALOTU-COCOBANATUITUIMAYA 
TUETUIMAYA CITY ON THE COCOBANA ARCHIPELAGO ON THE WORLD OF 
MAHUITALOTU, AND THERE ARE NO NATIVES FOR WHOM THOSE WORDS 


‘BOHU, BUT YOULL CALL IT PARADISE, “OR 50 SAYS THE FLYER 
HAVE ACTUAL MEANINGS. THE WORLD WAS TERRAFORNED 600 YEARS 
‘AGO AND 15 ON LEASE FROM THE WORMGATE CORPORA TION. 


YOUR TRAVEL AGENT HANDED YOU. THIS 15 MISLEADING. 


YOURE CLEARED TO LAND AT 
PORT TUITUTMAYA, APPROACH 
PATTERN WHISKEY TANGO 
FOXTROT. ALOHAY 


TAGON'S TOUGHS ARE ON VACATION HERE, AND || ( WOW. NICE WEATHER ) || THe REVEREND LIEU TENTANT THEO FOBIUS WILL CONDUCT 
WILL BE HOLDING OUTDOOR FUNERAL seRvices |] \THEY'VE GOT HERE. THE FUNERAL, AND APART FROM THE REST OF THE COMPANY. 


FOR THEIR FALLEN CAPTAIN INA FEW HOURS, THE ONLY GUEST 15 GENERAL KARL TAGON. (RETIRED). 


= — 

T's Fake, but \h ey 

dou fs Pe MOE 
2 


}P Tre a 

\—L A AT MY AGE 

BY ree casker rs EwPry, OF couRSE FAKE ALOT 
jue ‘OF THINGS. 


THE HOTEL SCHEDULE SAYS 
Hes THe onuyINvaTED PF THAT A FUNERAL FOR THIS 
CAPTAIN TAGON IS BEING 

HELD THIS AFTERNOON, 


PERFECT. 

WE OBSERVE, RECORD, AND 
THEN DETERMINE WHOM TO 

4G) ABDUCT AND INTERROGATE. 


[HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO 
AN EVENT WHERE, HAD YOU 
NOWN WHO ELSE WAS 
GOING TO BE THERE, YOU 
WOULD HAVE DECIDED TO 
STAY HOME? WELL, THES 
MAY TURN OUT TO BE ONE 
‘OF THOSE EVENTS. 


TOOK AT THAT. OUR “NNT THE MOURNING. 
ASSASSIN’S FUNERAL 1S THE TEARS. 
THIS AFTERNOON. po 


Fre. TARGET-RICH 


os 


rricoKsunke sroneeal | 
Mr AEA CORSE ATER ALL 


(OKAY, TEA-AND-ICE-CREAM LOVERS.. 
“TOVAY WE HAVE A SURPRISE! 


TT LOOKS LIKE THE NONI = 
VOMI-TORI BALLROOM Has ) SAYS HERE IT'S 
THE BEST VIEW OF THIS gy 

MAHANA-YU-UGHLI LUONG TEA-AND- 
COURTYARD. ICE-CREAM SOCIETY, 


THE FUNERAL 15 IN COURTYARD 
MAHANA-SOMETHING. WE NEED AN 
OVERLOOKING ROOM, 


INDEED, TODAY THEY DO, 
‘AND IT'S NOT THE POCKY. |] 


THIS COURTYARD 15 PERFECT 
FOR THE FUNERAL, CAPTAIN. 
THE CONGREGATION WILL 
ACE THE BEACH, WHICH MANY 
(CULTURES USE TO REPRESENT 


"THE TREES AROUND THE BORDER 
WILL OFFER US A CLOISTERED, 
PRIVATE FEELING, AND THE HOTEL 
BEHIND US WILL SERVE AS A 
WINDBREAK KEEPING THINGS 
PEACEFUL. 


IT SOUNDS 
GOOD TO ME. 


LIKE 1 SAID, 
11'S PERFECT, 


THIS 1S PERFECT, FROM THE NONI 
ROOM WE CAN FIRE UNOBSTRUCTED 
INTO THE COURTYARD BELOW, AND’ 
WE HAVE A STRAIGHT 30-METER RUN 
TO. THE PARKING LOT FOR OUR 
ESCAPE. 


YOUCAVSEE, THs MINT D7 AFOLOGES FOR] TH FRIENDS aD TEED, | m (7 Ws POSITIVE You | Inrecuicence 
inva cee ne) MgO apes ie escheat | St hee 2 

RELIGION OF “UAPAN,” GOES, THE PERSON IN|] SOMETHING IN EXCHANGE 

EQUALLY WELL WITH TEA AN UH. CHARGE? IT. 


GENERAL TAGON, 
TT'S A PLEASURE’ 
TO MEET YOU. 


YOU IN CHARGE 
[OF THIS OUTFIT 
NOW, BOY 


INDEED, CAPTAIN KEVIN 
ANDREYASN, AT YOUR 
SERVICE, SIR. 


WELL, YOU LOOK LIKE 
YOU COULD LEAD & 
SALTY COMPANY OF 

JERKED GRUNTS INTO 

THE MAW OF 
CERTAIN DEATH, 


THAT WASNT A 
COMPLIMENT. 


THE REVEREND TOLD ME U[ SORRY? MAYBE YOU SHOULD | | WE'RE NOT IN THE ‘SO YOURE IN THE SCREWING- | T™ READY FOR YOU TO 
WHAT HAPPENED AT YOUR J) DROP THE ASSASSINATION || ASSASSINATION BUSINESS, | | U2—THE-MISSION BUSINESS, ,\ MOVE FROM “ANGER” 
HOUSE. I'M SORRY WE BUSINESS IF YOU'RE SORRY] | GENERAL. IT WAS SUPPOSED] | THEN. THAT MAKES IT OKAY.” J) TO "EARGAINING” ANY 
BROUGHT THAT ON. FOR WHAT IT BRINGS ON. | | TO BE AN ASDUCTION, AND — TIME YOU ARE. 
‘THAT PRANGER GUY WASN'T 
EVEN THE TARGET. 


TM SORRY TO INTERRUPT, 
CAPTAIN, DID YOU INVITE 


NOTHING. IT LOOKED LIKE 
A PSYCHO-BEAR, BUT WAS 
PROBABLY JUST A FUNNY 
REFLECTION OFF THE 
Hoel, 


‘SORRY? | GUESS THAT SuiTCH IS 
FOR WINDOW POLARIZATION, NOT, 
THE THERMOSTAT. 


TF YOURE TOO 
HOT, | COULD 
Just SHAVE 
YOU, 


TIEUTENANT SHODAN, GET A SOUAD UP TO | | CAPTAIN, THE FUNERAL IS ) [ SO WHAT? THERE'S NO CORPSE IN THE CASKET, 

DOWNIN THE |THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE HOTEL, NOW. | SUPPOSED TO START IN) \ AND EVEN IF THERE WERE, WE WOULDN'T HEAR 

COURTYARD... YOU'RE LOOKING FOR OBEN. ASSUME THAT | | TEN MINUTES. TT COMPLAINING ASOUT A LATE START. 
THEYRE HOSTILE, AND THAT WE'RE PLAYING BY 


SJUNGLE-BALL RULES. 


THROUGH 
THAT UD. 
NICE BOX. 


THEIR CAPTAIN IS SENDING & SQUAD 
ip (HERE TO INVESTIGATE: BURN 


GRUFFI TO KING GREGOR. Are you ure 
LAST CALL, INCOMING, ‘you want £0 
REPEAT, CAST CALL. Purge? This 


oT 
NTTING F?. 
DO THIS, 


LUPIN THE HOTEL, SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY. || STANDING AT THAT TEA-PARTY* 5 Cayzous.y Jj | HOTEL SUB-BASEMENT 8, SEPTIC 
‘WE TT A SEC, WEARING ARMOR, AND THEREFORE A {i | AccESS OMEGA 
TS THAT STUN BROOM, , 
CHARGED Yer? THIS. WE GO TO PLAN B, SWEEPING WITH THE BLACK LINE 1S THiS] 
PLASMA, AND THEN OPENING UP ON THE ote lo SPITTING 
Cer YOUR FAN, YOU FOOL. 


GENERAL, | THINK IT MIGHT BE 
WISE FOR YOU AND 1 TO GET 
OUT OF THE OPEN FOR A FEW] 
MINUTES, 


“OH, YOU KNOW 
US BALD TYPES. 
‘SUNSURI, 


SON, I'VE BEEN PUTTING 

UV=SCREEN ON MY SHINY 

‘TOP SINCE BEFORE YOU 
WERE BORN. 


YEAH, WELL, YOU NEED IF YOU'RE EXPECTING 
A PRETTY HiGH SPF TO) ( PLASMA FIRE, S4YSO, 
PROTECT AGAINST AND WE'LL FIND 
PLASMA FIRE. ‘SOME BETTER COVER 

‘THAN A SHADE TREE. 


"ARE YOU EXPECTING JNO. 1" 
SOMEONE TO OPEN ((sURE IT'S 
FIRE WITH PLASMA.) NOTHING 
WEAPONS? TO WORRY 
ABOUT. 


“OKAY, I SENT A SGUAD UPSTAIRS 
BECAUSE THERE MIGHT BE OB'ENN 
ABOUT. IT'S FAR MORE LIKELY 
‘THAT 17'S JUST OUR FORMER 
EMPLOYER, DROPPING IN UNINVE 


BUT IF TM WRONG, TDONT WANT TO 
BE STANDING UNDER THAT WINDOW. 


‘SHODAN, WHICH ONE. 
‘OF YOUR MEATHEADS 
‘OPENED UP WITH. 
PLASMA WEAPONS? 


WASNT US, SIR WERE ||| OKAY, [RETRACT THE 
HUNKERED DOWN IN MEATHEAD COMMENT. 
THE STAIRWELL WAITING 

TO SEE HOW THIS 

SHAKES OUT. 


YOU KNOW, SOME MORE Wy Get Your 
‘ORDERS WOULD BE NICE, || GAME ON, 
THEYRE GOING } | RIGHT ABOUT NOW, SIR. 
TO NEED MORE 
‘ORDERS, SON, 


WATT HERE? FRONT ROW OF CHAIGS, AND 


ALL TARGETS TREES OUTSIDE ARE STILL 
DOWN, SIR JING. Co. no 


THIS WAS A SPY) PLAN & 15 A] [DO YOU THINK THEVIL ) || LETS See, We BLEW OUT A WINDOW 
INSIDE THE NONI-VOME- RIG. THEY GO AHEAD WITH THE WITH PLASMA, LAUNCHED A 
TORT BALLROOM SLAGGED IT. SERVICE? SHOULD WE SHOLDERING, CORPSE INTO THE 


CAPTAIN, T JUST MADE OUT | | [ REVEREND, CALL HOTEL 

THREE GLIVS CROSSING THE || SECURITY AND LIAISE 

HALL. THEYRE HEADED FOR | || BETWEEN THEM AND 

PARKING AREA “ALOHA ‘OE* ) || THE GRUNTS, MAKE 
SURE THEY KNOW THAT 
WE ARE THE GOOD. 


STAY ON THEM, DER TRIHS, 
‘SCRAMBLE A PLATOON TO THAT 
PARKING LOT, BUT TAKE COVER, 


ENNESSY, GET THE SERIAL 
PEACEMAKER TO THE 
BEACH FOR DUSTOFF. 


DUSTOFF? YOURE 
GOING TO RUN AWAY 
FROM THREE GUYS? 


NO, TM GOING TO KILL OR 
CAPTURE THOSE THREE 
GUYS, AND THEN RUN 
‘AWAY FROM THE POLICE. 


NO VEHICLES HAVE LEFT 
THE LOT VET. IF THE 
PERIMETER IS SECURE, THE 
ENEMfy 1S STILL IN’ THERE 


=. 


‘DER TRINS, HAVE YOU. 
REACHED THE PARKING, 
LOT YET? 


NO SIR, WE WERE 
ALL UP IN 725 
CHANGING WHEN. 
YOU CALLED. 


STILL INTHE 
SUITE, SIR 


DER TRHSIT -—— [our Suite BUT IT'S | YEAH, BUT THE COVER IS JUST SHADE WOW. HOW DID HE KNOW 
TOLD YOu TE OVERL.00KS THE COVERED | FABRIC. SHEP SAID HE COULD STILL MAKE ) | WHICH VEHICLE TO HIT? 
PARKING AREA. PARKING! | QUT SONE DETAIL, SO HE DISABLED THEIR 
VEHICLE FROM UP HERE. 


THROW YOUR WEAPONS 
DOWN, AND GET YOUR 
HANDS UP WHERE WE 
‘CAN SEE THEM? 


HERE'S OUR STORY. WE WERE HERE 
TO HIT THE OBEN. WE OON'T 
KNOW DETAILS, WE'RE JUST A HIT. 
SQUAD. THESE MERCENARIES DON'T, 
KNOW US AND WON'T KNOW 

ANY BETTER HEY, WE PROBABLY DID, 
THEM A FAVOR, RIGHT? 


‘OKAY, I GOT 
IT. HERE THEY 
COME, 


THATS RIGHT NIGE AND HEY? 
YOU'RE ONE O! THOSE ‘BANGER 
GUYS THAT KILLED OUR CAP'N, 


IR, WE HAVE THREE) 
PRISONERS. THE “P-/sene THE 
area is secure, Lf prisoners 
ORDERS? _p—\ T(wiTH YOU, AND 
MEET Me ON 
THE SEACH, 


YOU KNOW, WIDE 
OPEN SPACES AREN'T 
THE SEST PLACE FOR 
INTERROGATION. 


NO, BUT THEYRE 


AIR TRAFFIC 


GREAT PLACES FOR | CONTROL IS GOING 


LANDING WARSHIPS, 


‘TO HAVE A STEAMY 
‘OLD FIT ON YOUR 
DIME, BOY. 


THEY CAN GET INLINE GEHIND THE 
POLICE, THE PEOPLE WHOSE CARS WE 
TRASHED, THE EMPIRE OF OB ENN, THE 


PARTNERSHIP COLLECTIVE, AND THE op 
WORMGATE CORPORATION. 
‘OH, AND I THINK MAYBE SOME DARK. 


MATTER BEASTIES FROM ANDROMEDA, 


C 


Vf 


/OU “THINK MAYBE?” 


THE WAY YOU BLUNDER —\| THE GALAKY IS AIG PLACE, 
FROM ONE CATASTROPHE) GENERAL, YOU PROVINCIAL 
TO THE NEXT, IT'S A MILITARY TYPES DON'T GET 
WONDER THE WHOLE FAR ENOUGH OUT TO 
GALAXY DOESN'T REALLY SEE THAT. 
HATE YOU. 


TBEING A MERCENARY, THOUGH... HEY, WE 
“JUST GO WHEREVER THERE'S MIXTURE OF 
MONEY AND TROUBLE, AND EVERYONE IN 
‘THE GALAXY IS A POTENTIAL CUSTOMER, 


EVEN THE PEOPLE 
YOU'RE PAID TO 


WELL, YEAH, THERE ARE CUSTOMERS 
WE SERVE, AND CUSTOMERS WE 


FOR STRIPPING THEM NAKED J] | EVERYBODY WHO DOESN'T {} | DUCTAPAMUN AND HIS EMBALMED PETS? 


i WANT TO LIVE HeRe 1S, 
MD TAPMETOEN ABOARD IN FIVE MINUTES. 


THE PRISONERS ) THEY LOOK LIKE | [NICK WANTED TO KILL THEM, | [ FINE. VE GOT THEM NOW. | | GENERAL, WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN ME 
ARE HERE, SIR.) (MUMMIES. WHAT || | CONVINCED HIM TO SETTLE |] NEW ORDERS: MAKE SURE (] | FOR THE UNWRAPPING OF PHARAOH 


‘OKAY, SPILL IT. WEKNOW YOU J] | WE ONLY JUST HEARD THAT] NOT YOU PERSONALLY. J] [ GARHIRE WASNT ASSASSINATED) RE 

BANGERS TRIED TO KILL THE HIT ON THE GENERAL ANY OF YOu. we Just ( || WAS COLLATERAL DAMAGE IN A 

GENERAL TAGON, WE ASSUME ‘VJ FAILED. We WERE NEEDED TO make SURE \ |] SOTCHED ABDUCTION OF HIS 

YOU WERE EITHER HERE TO HERE FOR YOU. THAT THE ASSASSINATION) | | EMPLOYER. 

‘TRY AGAIN, OR TO KILL SOME OF COLONEL PRANGER GO EASY ON THEIR 

OF US. WHicH Was IT? WASN'T PROFITABLE 60S, 60Y, THEYRE 
FOR YOUR COMPANY. STILL GRIEVING. 


COLONEL PRANGER HAD A 
PRICE ON HIS HEAD FOR 
DECADES, IT GOT SO HIGH 
THE BRASS TOOK A HARD- 
LINE POLICY ON DEALING 
WITH ASSASSINS 


‘ANY ATTEMPT ON PRANGERS LIFE WOULD BE 
‘ANSWERED IN KIND ON THE ASSASSIN, HIS FAMILY, 
HIS FRIENDS... WE MADE IT PUBLIC, AND IT WAS A 
GREAT DETERRENT UNTIL YOU CAME ALONG. 11'S 
NOTHING PERSONAL 


WE NEVER COLLECTED A 
MILLICRED FOR KILLING YOUR 
(COLONEL, AND OUR CAPTAIN DIED ON 
"THAT MISSION. I THINK WE'RE EVEN. 


YOU NEVER COLLECTED? 
TLL SHOW YOU HOW TO, 
if YOULL LeT 

ME GO, 


‘OFAY, NOW 
WE'RE GETTING 
> SOMEWHERE. 


WE'VE GOT] HUMANS "INVENTED" ITIN THE 20™ 

EVERYBODY,| cenTURY, BUT MILITARIES ACROSS 
THE GALAXY HAVE BEEN DOING IT 
FOR MILLENNIA. 


DUSTOFF I5 A WELL-PRACTICED 
PROCEDURE IN ANY MILITARY 


ENNESGY, GET US 
‘OUT OF HERE! 


INLARGE SCALE CONFLICTS, DUSTOFF IS 
THE EVACUATION OF WOUNDED FROM THE 
FIELD OF BATTLE, TYPICALLY UNDER FIRE. 


Captain, T maka 
three police cruisers 
on an intercept course. 
dink or swat, sir? 


Mis ciear, si 
shat Fired, 


‘JNK WE HAVEN'T ACTUALLY HURT, 
ANYBODY YET, AND I'D LIKE TO 
KEEP IT THAT WAY. 


‘CAPTAIN ANDREVASN HAS DONE THE 
IMPROBABLE: THE FIRST DUSTOFF UNDER 
HIS COMMAND HAS BEEN PERFECT. 


TM IMPRESSED, GOY, THAT WAS. 
ALOT MORE INTERESTING THAN 
‘THE FUNERAL WOULD 

HAVE BEEN. 


WELL, ALMOST PERFECT. BUT THE 
COFFIN IS EMPTY, AFTER ALL 


TERAPORTS ARE DIFFICULT, BUT by BY 16 PHYSICS OF TERAPORTING IS SUCH THAT. UBLESS SOMETHING 
GOES HORRIBLY, HORRIBLY WRONG, YOU CAN LOSE YOUR PURSUERS 
ENNESEY, GIVE ME A TRIPLE 


TERAPORT, JUST IN CASE WE'RE 
IBEING FOLLOWED. 


ERY un-oh. 
T think 
es 


Bh it. All hands, 
ralax and enjoy the, 
rip-and-replace, 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN, LOST? 


Rolax. llo'ra not 
pulling a “Gilligan's 
Island,” if that’s what 
you're worried about. 


Tn Fact, now that Ive 
looked around, I know 
exactly where ‘we are. 
Wa'ro only about 250 

light-years Fram where 
we're supposed to be. 


Th three tereports, we 
traversed some 110,000 
light years, so the 
error seams to be just 
‘over zero-point-huo~ 
hwo-seven percent, 


OF course, thats just over zoro- 
point-tuo-two-seven percent more 
‘error than wa'va aver had before. 


TM NOT SURE 
WHETHER TO 
‘SCREAM OR 
THROW UP. 


30, ARE WE GOING [IM SORRY, GENERAL. CANT 7 Dur terapart ts Fin 
TO'HAVE A FUNERAL | BOTHER WITH THAT RIGHT iniver 
OR NOT? NOW. OUR TERAPORT IS Linas far 


Its been hitting 
the news For a 

couple of hours now. 
LOTS of people are 
‘seging teraport errors. 


TF TERAPORTS HAVE BECOME 
INACCURATE, THEN EITHER, 
THE LAWS OF PHYSICS 

HAVE CHANGED, OR 

‘THE SHAPE OF THE 
UNIVERSE HAS. 


DID ANYEODY ELSE FEEL 
‘THAT? THE UNIVERSE MAY 
BE MORE BROKEN THAN T 
SUSPECTED! 


‘SORRY, SIR. THAT WAS SERGEANT, 
SCHLOCK. I GAVE HIM A TUS 

(OF OVALOWIK, HE PUT ON 
FORTY KILOS, AND NOW 

HE SEEMS INTENT ON 

BURNING IT OFF 

IN ONE GO. 


Captain, Iva solved our 
teraport problem. The 
inaccuracy is consistant 
enough that T can 
compensate Far it 


T's like sighting in a now) 
Firoarm. Once you've shot, 
Saas ae ee 
BETTE 

ar usta 


Try three nilian. 1 
doployod all tho 
torpedoos and 
cuclad thom 
through 
recursive 

test. 


‘DO I WANT TO KNOW WHAT ODDS 
‘YOU BEAT WHEN NONE OF THE 
‘TORPEDOES KILLED ANYONE? 


Those First thousand 
teraports had me biting 
my nonexistent nails, 50 
Td say, "no, you don't.” 


WILL YOUR RESULTS WORK, 
FOR ANYEODY ELSE? 


>) 


“GO AHEAD AND PUBLISH, THEN, ‘SOI GET CREDIT FOR 
YOU CAN USE MY ACCOUNT TO, ‘THE BREAKTHROUGH. 
DROP RESULTS INTO THE _ ga 

SCHOLARLY CIRCLES. 


So the numbers get 
Bm takon seriously? 


“Publish or 
parish,” oh? 


OLD HABITS 
DIE HARD. 


WE CAN PORT SAFELY 
AGAIN. Oug FiRsT 
a DESTINATION IS THE 

KELRIK HUB. 


Ce ara 
BESIDES SOME REALLY |} ACCORDING TO 
Uprient roopseRvice P59 ONE OF OUR 
Nee Hug IS HOME TO AN 

ESCROW AGENCY 


THIS PARTICULAR ESCROW 
AGENCY IS HOLDING A FAIRLY 
LARGE SUM OF MONEY TO BE 
‘CLAIMED BY THE PARTY OR 
PARTIES RESPONSIBLE FOR 
KILLING COLONEL DRAKE 
PRANGER, 


TRIGURE THAT AS LONG AS | | YOU KNOW, IF CAPTAIN TAGON 
WE'RE GOING TO BE TREATED || HAD A GRAVE TO ROLL OVER IN, 
LIKE ASSASSINS, WE MIGHT AS | | HE'D BE EOLLING OVER INIT 
WELL GET PAID FOR THE JOS. J | RIGHT NOW. 


FIRST: IF YOU EVER AGAIN RESPOND TO MY 
ACTIONS WITH YOUR OPINION OF WHAT CAPTAIN] 
‘TAGON WOULD DO IN THE SAME SITUATION, I'L 
BUMP YOU DOWN TO LANCE CORPORAL SO FAST 
‘THAT YOUR EPAULETS WILL ASLATE ON THE TRIP 
DOWN, SAVING ME THE TROUBLE OF STRIPPING 
THEM FROM YOU. 


PR ease ido | (SécOnD: routs w 
Bion rreure ft our 

PROM Te SUPPLIED 

Conn 


HED BE DOING HIS HAPPY DANCE, 
SINGING A SONG THAT GOES “WE’ 
GOT PAID TWIIICE! WE GOT 

i SOUNDS: 
PAID TWIIICEY Gees 


ALL RIGHT. 


TT's BEEN GOOD TO HAVE YOU ] | | WHERE, EXACTLY? MY HOME Is | | BESIDES, TM NOT GOING )_| [THAT CAME OUT. 
ABOARD, GENERAL, BUT WE MISSING A DOOR, AND HAS A | | ANYWHERE UNTIL 1 GET WRONG. MY SON'S 
REALLY SHOULD DROP YOU 1G SULL'S-EVE PAINTED ON IT | | THAT FUNERAL YOU. 

OFF SOMEPLACE, IN SOMEBODY'S MAP ROOM. | | PROMISED ME. 


Hey ELF 
NICE LEGS! 


WHATS THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEANZ 


Ti, YOU GOTCHER OWN, | [ OVERCOMPENSATING? 
SHORT, PRETTY, LITTLE LEGS} IS THAT WHAT YOU 
BACK, NO MORE THOUGHT 1 WAS DOING 
OVERCOMPENSATIN', WITH PROSTHETICS? 


TIMINK 1 RMEMBER 
You FIKin’ My JAW 
ANOTHER TIME, 


‘SHE COMPENSATES 
JUST LIKE SHE 


Tey, your z 
Tay were el, il remember ) [Irs A GREAT STORY, ‘ooh! Ovalqwnik 
Just a head! 


foneae aes You eling me) | BUT IT NEEOS ORINKS, 

Khu. TTS NT Fale thar)] Sy abour Ee LAND & BleGER CROWD 
YOU CONT Et TO sounds ke a 
REMEMBER THAT, good story. 


SO THIS DEAD GWY INT 
BEAD. THE POSSUM PITCHES A 
GRENADE RIGHT INTO THE 
MMDOLE OF THE ROOM, 


T THOUGHT IT WAS OVER. THE 
ROOM WASN'T BIG ENOUGH 
TO TAKE COVER IN, AND THE 
GRENADE WAS GONNA LAND 
BETWEEN Me AN’ THE DOOR. 
T JUST KNEW T WAS GONNA 
DIE BURNING. 

THEN YOU 


ATE I. 


‘Ard then you 
fnew hat 
saved you all? 


WELL, NO. THEN 1 THOUGHT THAT 
T WAS GONNA DIE BURNING, AND 


Somebody 
crappedt 
Von's 


COVERED IN BURNING CRAP. 


ANYWAY, I JUMPED OVER YOU, TACKLED 1 wish | could EITHER THAT OR] 1 wish | could TRY THE CHEF'S 
EG 6 ar em [aria Wey a || reel A 

KE rt wus ve reall that, too, ' 
iene Bay pave realy Jasna carnace | pena Fo BROEKEN Cote 


ho7 Si) 


ZS 
o. THE GRENADE YoU 
ATE SLE YOR oe aul 
Lee chou setnio AT 
Vou coin eiow ance 


AND YOU SAVED OUR LIVES. 


‘SOMEBODY SAID YOU YOU STARTED WITHOUT Me. |B Wren she gets to 
WERE IN THE MESS NOW YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE ][ the part about the 
TELLING STORIES ON TO TELL THE WHOLE THING ‘curried habanero 


horseradish, con't 


(OVER FROM THE BEGINNING, 


SERVING A HUB GATE IN THE WORMGATE NETWORK. 
TTS HOME TO MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, PLUS A LITTLE- 
KNOWN ESCROW AGENCY FOR CONTRACT KILLERS. 


RELAX, BOY. THE 
WAITING IS'ALWAYS 
‘THE HARDEST PART, 


YOU PREPPED THIS ONE RIGHT. TRIPLY- |_| IF YOU SAY “WHAT'S 
REDUNDANT BACKUP, THREE RETREAT THE WORST THING 
PATHS, AND UNKNOWN FACES THAT COULD 


FRONTING THE OPERATION, HAPPEN?" WILL 
BE FORCED 
TO KILL YOU. 


WHO, Mer I'VE BEEN 
TAUNTING MURPHY 


RUNNING-GACK TO POPPA BEAR | SWARAUGH! W/L no. ans) GEEZ, BUTCH 00 YOU THINK Dt 

WEVE GOT THE LOST LUGGAGE. 2 (GARGAMEL | YOu seo ENOUGH OINAMITE® 

LENIN I PSE (GOT NO SHOT. DustofF time, 
REPEAT, boys. Follow the 


NO 
Pal bach Bee shiny tanks. 
jargamel ? 


Tm inbound, ! 

Heads-down A Grab it and 

i run! They're 
lasing on you! 


NO, NOT THAT. THIS! 
HELP ME OUT WITH AAAIEE! 


Captain, you Brow Tho JB [Fifer @ anor BEAT eer eee | poy aH fers 
phrase “run like you of speaking, il si ‘ut thoy alroady 
stale somgthing’ a | ues GROW THE ESCROW J \ had a contract 
F ty out on us, 


Aa THe SV wuroay Wve 


WASN'T PAYING 
‘ATTENTION. 
CAN TELL, 


VM NOTGOING TO gE 
THE ONE TO SUSGEST 

‘THAT THIS MEANS IT 
CAN'T GET ANY WORSE. 


TF THE BANGERS ARE BEING 
PAID TO USE THEIR FLEET 
AGAINST US, WE'RE IN 
“TROUBLE. 


Well, thet escrow 


agency is gaing to 
ant this back, or 


"RUN LIKE YOU STOLE SOMETHING.” 
WHEN YOU THINK ABOUTIT, THE OLD 
SAW/IS MISSING A FEW TEETH. 


T make eighteen heavy 
Fightors in pursuit, sir. 
We can outrun thom to 

feraport-safe space. 


‘ATLEAST, IT 15 IF YOUVE ACTUALLY STOLEN 
SOMETHING. IN THAT CASE YOULL WANT TO 
CONSIDER OTHER, LESS POPULAR SAWS, 


a Ge Find account 


WHATISIT?1 
THOUGHT THE 


SEE ESTEE 
TEAM STOLE A 


CASHBON. od 


3 
onl A FNGELAE YOU STOLE SOMETNE a 


The juiciost ry 
is probably tho 
customer list. 


Lots of cash, 


Aumbers, pass0s, 
and backdoors, 


THEY'VE PROBABLY 
ALREADY CHANGED 
ALL THAT, [DON'T 
SEE THE BIG DEAL, 


TENNESBY, HOW COULD, Besides, Pi and Book had already 

YOU BE SO STUPIDI grabbed it. My job was ta got 
their team out, and Book had a 
deathgrip on it 


“DEATH GRIP.” 

HOW FITTING, 
Captain, I 
didn’t know 
what it wes. 
It /ooked ike 
loose cash in a 
damaged safe. 


W'S URE WE 
‘STOLE FIRE FROM 
THE GODS, OR 
SOMETHING, 


the mortals 
got away 


THE GODS CAN 
[AFFORD TO BE 
PATIENT. 


FIRE FROM THE GODS" IS | [ WE DIDNT JUST STEAL 
‘THE WRONG METAPHOR. | FIRE FROM THE GODS. 
‘SET FIRE TO PANDORA'S 
‘ARK OF THE COVENANT, THE 
DEAD SEA CLIPEOARDS, AND 
CCHARON'S HOVERCRAFT. 


AND FORA FINALE, WE 

SAT BACK AND TOASTED 

‘OUR WORK WITH SOME 
NICE SACRAWHATSIT 
WINE RIGHT OUT OF 
INDIANA'S HOLY GRAIL, 


The reverend offers a tutorial 
on mythological and religious 
mofaphars you might ba 
intorasted in. 


I WALTZ THROUGH 
‘THE VALLEY OF THE 


CHATTERING DEATH... 


THEN PERHAPS WE 
‘SHOULD USE IT. CALL 

“THE NAMES ON THAT 
IST AND LET THEM KNOW 
WE KNOW WHO THEY ARE. 


TT'S INFORMATION. ITS TOO. 
LATE FOR US TO GIVE IT BACK. 
THEY'LL NEVER BELIEVE WE 
DIDN'T KEEP A COPY. 


THAT WASWT BLACKMAIL, THAT 
WAS, DON'T KNOW... PASSIVE 
EXTORTION? 


BLACKMAIL ISNT 
SOMETHING WE" ec) _| 


OOD AT. 
TAGON PULLED 


IT OFF TWICE, 
DION'T Hee 


SOUNDS LIKE TM 
GOING TO NEED TO. 
BUY ANOTHER ROUND 
‘OF DRINKS SOON. 


We can hide, The FOR HOW LONG, Bove TDONT KNOW. | That sounds | aoeme ves BUT ITS PRETTY EASY 
ue THESE ENEMIES YOUVE J-{ MONTHS? YEARS 3 j ; 
soley f2 a big ‘THESE ENEMIES YOU'VE really boring. |] 2am THE NARRATOR'S STANDPOINT. 
Lexgoes PATIENT TYPES. 
on ee 
Y "AND THE YEARS FLEW LIKE A DREAM 

DR MAYBE THE DAYS SPE 

BY LIKE TEENAGE DRIVERS.” 


“TIME PASSED LIKE FRIDAY NIGHTS 
BEER ON SATURDAY MORNING” 


Bored bored, bored 

jored, bored, tborect) «111e0 PHILTSTINES, AND WCTH VERY 
Boredyborecty- 

Ue've goF @ hypernet Feed 

now, T've anonymized - Woo-HOO! we FE 

it through one node i SIGNAL'S OWN 


of tha Usry : AGANN! 
Dangerous 
irrau. poe q 


‘SERGEANT. 
WEEKS PASSED IN TURN, LIKE THE 1 JUST WISH WE 
SALT SHAKER AT SUNDAY DINNER 5 COULD SEE WHO 


'WE'RE BLOWING UP. 


(OKAY, WHO TAUGHT 
THE SERGEANT HOW TO 
‘MUTTER THE WORD 
TINTERMINABLE?™ 


THE NARRATOR BURNED 

THROUGH METAPHORS LIKE 
AN ARSONIST BURNING, YOU 
KNOW, STUFF THAT BURNS. 


‘TTS BEEN SIX WEEKS SINCE THE TOUGHS UNTIMELY 
‘DEPARTURE FROM MAHUTTALOTU, FORTY-ONE DAYS HAVE 
PASSED SINCE THEY FLED THE KELRIK HUB. CAPTAIN KAFF 
TAGON HAS BEEN DEAD FOR FORTY-FIVE DAYS. 


You've got massages, 
Captain indrayasn. 


‘OH, LIFE! MORE DEATH THREATS? 
THE NIGHT IS STRONG 

"THAT EVER BLINDS 

THE FEY. 


TAY CABIN FEVER HAS 
‘PASSED, AND LEFT 
‘ONLY DESPAIR IN ITS 
WAKE. I'M FROZEN 
IN TIME, 1 CANNOT 
MOVE. I CAN BARELY 
SPEAK, TO BREATHE, 
‘ORNOT TO 
BREATHE. 


Do you wank me 
fo open your 
mail For you? 


So that's @ 

“yes, Ennesby, 
please gpan SO 
‘my mai,” thon? )f WHAT DIET 
PONDEROUS 
MILKY SHAKES? 


You're pronouncing 
“yes ploaso” a littio 
oddly, but I'l go 
‘ahead anyway. 


The First message 
is Fram a mister 
"anonymous." Nice 
use oF invactive, 
but in the end ifs 
just another death 
threat. 


The second one 1 a Formal 
invitation to a masquerade 


and orgy. It looks enticing, 


especially some of those 
pictures, except that it 
originated From the same 
hypernet addrass as the 
First one, 


Third up... a pair of Gavs 
and some Nojjat named 
Triniko ara begging you 
to attend the Emergancy 
Council on Terapart 
Bogradation. 


TFs sponsored bu, 
among others, tho’ UNS 
Ficadamy of oor Roviou, 
and the Coleschut 
Sciences Board of 
Prefect Tenure. 


YOU'RE JUST 
MAKING THAT UP 
TO MAKE ME 
FEEL GOOD. 


T used to be a boy-band, sir. I 
can do more convincing, mare 
enticing Fiction with half my 
processors recursively 

figd bohind my back. 


Tm not saying this 15, 
authentic, mind you. I'm 
just saying that J didn’t 
make it up. 


THATS, THATS 
FAR MORE 

‘TEMPTING THAN 
ANY MERE ORGY. 


which naturally 
raises the question 
oF what exactly 

ou sciantists da 

at these conventions. 


TiUST WISH YOU COULD. 
HAVE SHOWN A BIT MORE 
DISCRETION AND NOT 
‘TOLD ANYONE ELSE, 


TAM GRATEFUL YOU 
VOLUNTEERED AS A 
BODYSUARD, 
UIEUTENANT. 


WOULDA BEEN A MUTINY 
EITHER WAY, SIR. HAVE YOU 
FORGOTTEN THAT EPISODE 

WITH YOUR PANTS? 


Hi there! Ue need seventy-huo 
3-day passes to your little 
‘science convention, 


WHAT'S THE TCAN'T SELL | [THEYRE WHAT? TWAS GOING TO SAY, “NOT NOT SAID “PERHAPS 
PROBLEM? J (PASSES TO THIS | | MUNDANES? ON THELIST."DID YOu SAY } You SHOULD CHECK THE 
‘CROWD, SEE. “ARMED?” LIST AGAIN, THIS TIME IN 

THEYRE. "EDIT MODE." 


ER... WOW. I HOPE THE CONVENTION DOESNT WEY, COOLL Ts cone. 
TO BE A LONG 
WEEKEND. 


VOTE ON ANYTHING. YOU CAN CAST A 
PLURALITY ALL BY YOURSELF. 


"TO THE FRONT! 
‘SOMEBODY SOUNDS 
STRESSED OUT, AND 

‘THINK IT'S A MEL 


HOW MANY OF YOU SIXTEEN. WE'RE REPRESENTING |’ WOW. SO WHAT \\ [THERE ARE STILL OVER NINE HUNDRED MILLION 
THE 3500 OR SO STILL DOING || HAVE THE REST OF ) | GAV-CLONES OUT THERE. MY ACTIVITIES OF 
WORMHOLE SCIENCE THESE DAYS, | {YOU BEEN UP TO? ) | THE LAST YEAR CAN ONLY BE UNDERSTOOD 


ARE HERE, GAVE 
STATISTICALLY. 


WHAT ABOUT YoU Jill YEAH. 1 GOT NAKED 7 ‘OH, AND MERCENARIES. [GOT UST REMEMBER, 

‘SEE YOU GOT SOME EYEBALLS, A NEW CAPTAIN, EH? WOW. SO. \\ | § WHOLE COMPANY OF REALLY IT’S THATGAV YOU 

EYEBALLS AND A NEW SHIRT, AND SHINY |] DID YOU FINALLY KILL OFF } | TOUCHY MERCENARIES. WANT. THAT ONE, 
CAPTAITS BOLTS TO | [THAT “TAGON® IDIOT AND 


ae 
omy CEUDLETE HE SET, TARE OveRe 
Dp 6 


ENNES8Y, TAKE THE TANKS 
AND THE VDA, AND GIVE US A 
FEW LIGHT-MINUTES OF, 


PERIMETER. 


ELF, LEGS, AND SHEP, 
YOU'RE WITH ME. DER 
‘TRIS, SPREAD THE 
REST OF THE COMPANY 
‘OUT BY SQUADS. 


SEE, GAV, THIS TIME TM BRINGING 
MY BODYGUARDS ALONG. I'M NOT 
GOING TO BEHELD HOSTAGE BY 
‘SOME DANGEROUS MILITARY 
FACTION, 


‘OM, YEAH. I THINK RIGHT] [IT's ALMOST JIM IS THAT WHAT YOU 
CALL THIS PIT IN MY 

‘ONLY DANGEROUS. STOMACH? 

MILITARY FACTION ON 

THE STATION. 


Find the relevant sossians! 
Divide ma by zero! The whole 
conference is cluttered with 
rubbish like “How fa ate a 
Scientist” or "Tha Marriage 

‘of Hat Glue and Duct Tape.” 


The central malfer of teraport 
dogradation is discussed in 
three tracks, but at conflicting 
Himes, so there's na wey to 
attend all the relevant 
sessions. 


THE PARIS HILTON HYATT CONFERENCE 
CENTER, ELLTOO STARCOLOGY, CELESCHUL, 


Five tracks of breakout sessions, 
which promise to be either maderatad 


“JUXTAPOSED, THOSE 
‘TWO SESSIONS SOUND 
PRETTY INTERESTING, 


find according to the Flyers Wa 
squirted onta assorted walls there 
ast twenty of these so- 


ENNESBY, AT LEAST HALF 

“THE PEOPLE HERE CAME 
BECAUSE IT'S THE ONLY SOCIAL 
EVENT WHERE THEY CAN FIT IN. 


By Fine, why are 


WE hore? 


BECAUSE WE 
NEEDED TO 
‘GET OUT. 


The price on our respective heads 
has more zeros in it than Beart = 
Harbor in fa Cartainly thora, FINE, WERE 
ara seFor placos to "got out” J_—~/ gcse ee 
PROBLEM SOUNDS 
FASCINATING. 


Wall, the problem isn’ 
going to get solved by 
this crowd. Not the 

way they're organized, 


The whole thing is a waste of 
Hime, especially For our troops! 
The ‘only things here For them 
are professional paranoia and 
Frae chips in the con suite. 


TEY.. THAT GIVES \j) ELF, GET ME 
ME A REALLY, REALLY UW SQUADS 


WICKED IDEA. 


(OF BORED 


TS 1T_OKAY IF THEYRE 
ALITILE HIGH? THE 
CON SUITE HAS THESE 
SOURDOUGH KOOCH 
WHISKEY FLAVORED 
FRITOS, 


Tm going fo wish I'd 
loft the maraca-node 
on porimoter duty, 


WELCOME, EVERYSODY. THIS_ [il] [ | DORAVE SOME SLIDES ON Nobody sooms fo care 
SESSION 18 SUPPOSED 70 Be JI | “7eespoKT DEGRADATION that he's ill-prepared 
“TERAPORT DEGRADATION: YU) ano THe Gatacric cone,” J |) COS stan you and discarding 
ACCIDENT Of MaLice " BUT JI} | S01 FIGURED WE'D TALK on pd des 

REALLY DON'T HAVE ANY ABOUT THAT INSTEAD, want, sit @ topic. 

NOTES ON THAT, 


THEY'RE HOPING TO 
SMEAR HIM WITH THE 
FEEDBACK FORMS HE'S 
CLEVERLY HIDDEN IN| 
‘THE GARBAGE CAN, 


$0 YOU SEE, OUR TERAPROBES 
HAVE PROVEN THAT SOME 
EVENT IN THE GALACTIC CORE 
HAS CHANGED, AND is STILL 
CHANGING, THE SHAPE OF THE 
HYPERSPACES TRAVERSED 8Y 
‘TERAPORT WORMHOLES, 


"K SPHERICAL REGION Sik KILO 
LIGHTS IN'RADIUS IS NOW 
INACCESSIBLE VIA TERAPORT, AND 
INCOMMUNICADO VIA HYPERNET, 
ALMOST AS IF IT NO LONGER 
EXISTS INNORMAL SPACE. 


WE CANTT TELL HOW PAST 
IT'S EXPANDING, NOR ITS 
EXACT SHAPE HOWEVER. 
WE RAN OUT OF PROBES, 


THAT REMINDS ME: BE SURE NOT TO. 
MISS SESSION 220, “HOW TO FINANCE 
NEW EQUIPMENT WITHOUT APPLYING 
FOR GRANTS" AT 145 THIS APTERNOO} 


PROBES OUTSIDE THE AFFECTED )] | WITHOUT THE ABILITY To \ FORTUNATELY, WESIT, GET OUT YouRHIP-)_| Im happy fa 

AREA CANNOT DETECT IT, THE OBSERVE IT OR PROSE IT \] IN A ROOM FUiL OF BOOTS, BOYS AND be hovering 

BORDER OR HORIZON EMITS NO J | ( DIRECTLY, We ARE LEFT TO | PROFESSIONAL GIRL, THE B.S. 1S right now. 

LIGHT, GRAVITY, OR PARTICLES, SPECULATE ON THE NATURE} SPECULATORS, J” (QOOH! PANEL] | Goniva GET DEEP. 3 
(OF THIS ANOMALOUS DISCUSSION! 


PROBES THAT CROSS THE 
BORDER GO SILENT 
’AND ARE LOST. 


GAN TASK A 
QUESTION? 


TF YOUR PROBES DONT SEE 
ANYTHING BEFORE YOU LOSE 
‘cM, WOULDN'T THAT MEAN 
THAT WHAT KILLS ‘EM IS. 
MOVING FASTER THAN LIGHT? 


i> dn 


T MEAN, THE LIGHT'S COMIN’, 
QUT BEFORE IT GETS THERE, 
BAM! THIS BORDER-THINGY 

J) its THE PROBE AND IT'S ALL 
‘SHRAPNEL AND SPARKS, 


"AH, THE “FASTER THAN 
LIGHT BORDER-THINGY, 
‘BAM!" THEORY. 
RIIIGHT. 


‘BEFORE YOU CONTINUE YOUR OBLIGATORY 
MOCK, I'D LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT THE 
LADY CAN VERY APTLY DEMONSTRATE “54M- 
WITH-SHRAPNEL-AND- SPARKS, "AND 1S NOT, 
KNOWN FOR HER RESTRAINT. 


‘MISS THIS ONE? 


THERE'S NO REASON TO POSTULATE A 
VIOLATION OF THE LAWS OF NORMAL SPACE. 
‘THE “BORDER” EXISTS ONLY IN HYPERSPACE, 
WHICH IS WHY WE CAN'T "SEE" IT. ONCE OUR 
PROBES CROSS THAT BORDER, THEY LOSE 
BOTH TERAPORT AND HYPERNET 
FUNCTIONALITY, BECAUSE OF THE CHANGES 
TO HYPERSPATIAL UNDERPINNINGS, 


BUT IF IT WERE VIOLATING 
‘THE LAWS OF NORMAL 
SPACE, YOU'D GET THE 
SAME BATA YOU'VE 
ALREADY GOTTEN, 


POINT OF ORDER, THIS 1S THE "SPECULATIVE 
DISCUSSION* PART. WE'RE NOT HERE TO. 
HAND OUT ACTION ITEMS, OKAY 


Okaay, I'm 
roady to do 

something 
else, now. 


LTHINK SOMEBODY NEEDS 
TO DEVISE AN EXPERIMENT 
THAT CAN TELL THE DIFFERENCE. 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A NORMAL- JT ACADEMIC? IT'S] { ONCE You cross THAT ) [THAT BORDER IS ALOT) 7 THE ONLY WAY TO FIND 
‘SPACE EVENT AND A HYPERSPACE NOT AGADEMICTO | ( BORDER YOU'RE EITHER | | LIKE DEATH, IF YOU 7 OUT WHAT'S ON THE OTHER 
EVENT IS ACADEMIC. WE CAN'T KNOW) THE PEOPLE THAT | | UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE ) | THINK ABOUT IT. p<" SIDE IS TO CROSS OVER AND 
THE DIFFERENCE. NO INFORMATION BORDER WILL | | BECAUSE HYPERSPACE IS FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF. 
ESCAPES THAT BORDER, ‘OVERTAKE.| | DAMAGED, OR YOU'RE 
UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE 
BECAUSE YOU'RE DEAD. 


Careful, sir. 
You'ra starting to sound 
as if you've contracted 
@ bad case of roligion, 


TET'S ASSUME THAT BORDER IS 
DESTRUCTIVE, AND THAT THE 
GALACTIC CORE AND THE GRAVITIC 
FABRIC UNDERPINNING OUR HOME 
HAS BEEN DAMAGED. 


‘AND NOW, KEVYN 
PUTS HES WICKED 
PLAN IN MOTION. 


THE "ACCIDENT OR 
MALICE” QUESTION 
BECOMES A VERY 
IMPORTANT ONE. 


YES, BUT IT'S NOT RELEVANT. 
TOUS, SINCE WE DON'T HAVE 
SUFFICIENT DATA YET TO. 
DETERMINE HOW SUCH A 
‘THING COULD BE DONE. 


WELL, SUPPOSE FOR JUST A MOMENT 
"THAT THIS IS A MALICIOUS ACT. IN A 
'WORST-CASE SCENARIO, SOMEONE IS. 
“TRYING TO DESTROY THE GALAXY, 


LUDICROUS, 
WHO'D WANT. 
TODO THAT? 


METHOD TO REVERSE THE ENORMOUSLY IN THEIR PROJECT DAYS. 


GEAR WITH ME. NOW LET's | || WELL, NOBODY, TW WHICH CASE, THE RESPONSIBLE | [YOU'RE A REAL RAY OF TM PAID TOBE 
‘SUPPOSE THAT THERE S.A | | | PROBABLY. PARTIES, WHO HAVE INVESTED | } SUNSHINE, YOU KNOW PARANOID THESE 
DESTRUCTIVE PROCESS. TO DESTROY OUR GALAXY, 


WHO BETTER THAN THIS WOULD THINK NOTHING. 
GROUP TO DISCOVER IT? ‘OF SPENDING A LITTLE 
f EXTRA TO PUT A STOP 

‘TO THIS CONFERENCE, 


‘OW, WHILE WE'RE ON THE SUBJECT OF GETTING 
PAID TO BE PARANOID, THERE ARE TWO SOUADS 
‘OF TRAINED SOLDIERS, MERCENARIES, AND 
SECURITY EXPERTS AT THE BACK OF THIS ROOM. 
THEYRE ALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE. 


NO PERSONAL 
CHEQUES, 


HAHA HAT 
‘THAT WAS FUN! 


'A FEW MINUTES OF| 
ACTING, A LITTLE 
“PUD" AND NOW WE'VE 
GOT ADOZEN CUSHY 
SECURITY CONTRACTS. 


TTHINK THE HARDEST PART WAS, Thor! would argue 
eee as raat CAE Oe that iF wasn't the 
CONVINCING THEM 

WERE KEY FIGURES IN AN hardest part of the 


INTERGALACTIC WAR. p— 
f { 


in, though. 


[> That play to 
their egos was 
masterful, sir. 


HEY, ALLWEWAD TO [find get proper 


DO WAS COLLECT 
THE MONEY. 


10 Fram the 
Gavs. 


KEVIN, ISNT IT MORE LIKELY [i] | UW HUH, YEAH. TWAS THERE 
FOR AN ATTACKER TO JUST WHEN YOU TOLD HIM TO SET IT 
SMASH THE WHOLE HAGITAT? Ju | UP. THAT MEANS I'™ PAYING YOU 
TMNOT SURE INDIVIDUAL, TODO SOMETHING THAT YOU 
BODYGUARDS ARE ENOUGH, WERE GOING TO DO ANYWAY, 


"YOU'RE NOT PAYING ME 
FOR SETTING UP THE 
‘SENSOR ARRAY, YOU'RE 
PAYING ME TO WARN 
YOU IF ANYTHING 
‘SHOWS UP. 


THAT'S WHY OUR ALL 
HAS AN ARRAY OF ARMED 
‘SENSORS MAINTAINING A SIX- 
‘LIGHT-MINUTE PERIMETER, 


YOU MEAN YOU 
WOULDN'T HAVE 
DONE THAT 
ANYWAYE 


“OUR FRIENDSHIP WILL 
‘PROBABLY LAST LONGER IF | 
DON'T TRY TO ANSWER 
THAT QUESTION. 


‘KEVIN, WE INVITED YOU 
HERE TO HELP_WE DIDN'T 
ASK YOU TO SELL US 
SECURITY SERVICES, 


TM SORRY TO LET PLAY? IS. THAT 
YOU DOWN. I DON'T) ( WHAT YOU THINK 
HAVE MUCH TIME TO] 4” WE'RE DOING 
PLAY SCIENTIST HERE? PLAYING?! | 
ANYMORE. 


THAT DRUNKEN J] THE PROSECUTION IS 
ELF HAPPENS (7 GOING TO GO TAKE A 
TO SEA VERY [ | NAP IN THE CAPTAIN'S 
RESPECTED (QUARTERS NOW. 
PHYSICIST. 


GAVISRIGHT.TM | Maybo you 
BEING A MERCENARY, 
NOTA ScieNist. AES somo 


WHAT DO You 
RECOMMEND? 


SCIENTISTS DONT 


Go be a scientist. Organize 
‘ORGANIZE PEOPLE. 


these people and salve the 
terapart problam, 


p 
a) 
1) 


i 
fe: 


re 


IB ron on bo 
‘administrator. Hala, 
five a Titi, and ako 
Credit For everyana 
bs 1] flse's work. 


"AND WHO'S GOING 
TO RUN THINGS 
WHILE I'M AWAY 
PLAYING SCIENTIST? 


Mo, oF 
course, 


Buf you can lof General Tagan 
march all the troops araund. 
Thoy'tl love that. 
YOU KNOW, 1 
THINK THEY 
wilt, 


The captain scared up a dozon] [00 THe TROOPS ON CONTRACT) How so? I don? Think] 
ABOARD THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER personel security cantracts KNOW ABOUT THIS? BECAUSE TF) ( thay wore told, but they 
General raconaeacquainTs |) fara a tha convention, gual | THEY THINK THERE'S HO REAL might Figure out 
SET NS DISASTER ON OUR HANDS. 


WHAT IRONS DO WE HAVE 
IN THE FIRE, ENNESBY? 1 
HEARD SOMETHING ASOUT 
[ASSIGNMENTS FOR A 
COUPLE OF SQUADS, 


Find T do 
mean “scared up." 
He spooked hyolve 


 sciontists, including three 
OF the Cavs, into thinking 
fas ( We SRS 


TISTEN, SOLDIERS GET MAKE- WORK 
ASSIGNMENTS ALL THE TIME. IT'S PART 
‘OF SOLDIERING. THEY LEARN TO TAKE 
ORDERS WITHOUT QUESTIONING, THEY 
LEARN TO DO THEIR BEST WORK, AND. 
THEY LEARN TO TAKE PRIDE IN IT. 


‘BUT THE MOMENT THEY 
FIGURE OUT THAT THE 
WORK. THEY ARE DOING 
EXISTS ONLY TO KEEP 
‘THEM OUT OF OTHER 
‘TROUBLE, MORALE 
FALLS TO PIECES, 


‘THESE TROOPS JUST CAME OFF OF SIX 
WEEKS OF “MORALE IN PIECES," THEY NEED 
‘TO FEEL USEFUL, OR THEYLL TWIG TO THE 
FACT THAT RIGHT NOW THEYRE JUST 
‘OVER-MUSCLED, ARMED-AND-DANGEROUS 
LIABILITY INSURANCE NIGHTMARES. 


WhaF do you do with a 
soldier who Figures all 


this out? 


‘OFFICER TRAINING, 
WE DON'T WANT 


TOUR CAPTAIN HAS INVITED ME] | YOU'VE ALL EARNED MY RESPECT IN ] [ OF COURSE, IF YOU WONT, | [DIDHESAY ] | ASAMATTER / SIR, VES 
TO PLAY THE ROLE OF ACTING | | THE TIME I'VE BEEN A VISITOR 1 «| YOUR CAPTAIN HAS TOLD -4T anyTHING J (OF FACT, HE J\” SiR/ 
COMMANDER WHILE HE DOES” |] HOPE THAT RESPECT RUNS BOTH Jl] ME To PULLHIM OUT oF [|| AgouT O10. 

WAYS, AND THAT YOU'LL NOW HIS SCIENCE PARTY TO *GUINEA 


‘SOME SCIENCE HERE AT THE i 
CONVENTION. ACCEPT ORDERS FROM ME. SETTLE THE MATTER. Pics?” 


CAPTAIN ANDREYASN ASSIGNED | [ TUNDERSTAND THE REST OF 

TWO SQUADS TOAPERSONAL || THE TROOPS ARE EXCITED 

SECURITY DETAIL. ABOUT SOME TIME OFF, SUT 
WE NEED TO REIGN THAT IN. 


WANT THAT SECURITY DETAIL 
TO RUN THREE LAYERS DEEP. IF 
‘SOMETHING GOES DOWN, WANT 
TO BE ABLE TO PULL EVERYONE 
"TO SAFETY IN TWO MINUTES. 


GENERAL, NOBODY 15 GONG 
TO COME GUNNING FOR 
THESE SCIENTISTS, TE 
ANYBODY ISA TARGET 

HERE ITS Us 


"AND WHICH PART OF MY INSTRUCTIONS 
FAIL TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR 
THIS COMPANY ALONG WITH OUR 
CLIENTS? 


IF YOU SHUT YOUR 
MOUTH QUICKLY, 
YOU WON'T GET ANY 
MORE FOOT INIT. 


‘GOOD BRIEFING, GENERAL, 
THANKS. 
BID CAPTAIN 


7ANDREYASN SAY WHAT HE WAS 
GOING TO BE WORKING ON? 


NO, DOC, He DIDN'T. 1 THINK WITH ALL DUE 

HE JUST WANTED TO PLAY IN RESPECT, OF 

THE SANDSOXK AGAIN, COURSE. 
ALMOST LIKE A CERTAIN 
RETIRED GENERAL | 
MET RECENTLY. 


YOU SURE YOU'RE A MEDIC, J/ 
AND NOT A SHRINK? ot Looe 


eae Pehle oe 
Hs Ha Se 1 waar al ea 


people wit 


WHILE SUPPOSEDLY ON DUTY. 


INJURED IN ACTION, WHAT THESE OVER-THE-BAR SUBSTANCES light Fixtures? LITTLE CHEMISTRY 
ano Is Now ceri \|| WOULD 00 TO HIM. 57 oeay, youre OFF Lesson? 
Lagat = THE HOOK THIS TIME: 

L zo WHAT HAVE YOU 


(CF Team, senceanre 
A 


“GENERAL, THE SERGEANT] | HE CANT BEHELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR WHY DONT 10ST 
Sete wns seveeee? Sone uyley aceon te | ‘Stay off oF the) [MP DOR TST A) OKAY IM. 


Fs 
{S 
ew 


WITH HES FIRST FORTY-EIGHT HOURS AS 
ACTING COMMANDER COMPLETE, GENERAL 
(RET) KARL TAGON PREPARES HIS REPORT. 


THAT WAS THE 
MOST FUN I'VE 
HAD IN YEARS, 


TMNOT SURE WHAT TO HIGHLIGHT 
HERE. PRONTO'S ALMOST-BRAWL 
OVER CARRYING GAV'S LUGGAGE, OR 
NICK'S ACTUAL BRAWL WITH THAT 
UNIOC DRESSED AS A CYCLOPS? 


T heard that the cyclops 
had to duct-tape his jaw 
back on. 


WISH I COULD HAVE SEEN 
NICK'S FACE WHEN HE FIRST 

PUNCHED IT OFF. HE WAS 
SURE HE'D KILLED THE GUY. 


TJUST HOPE YOUR V/Tia's probably having tha “UNDEFINED: AGAIN |] [TSUPPOSE WE COULD [fl THAT mIGHT WORK. I'VE GOT 
CAPTAIN IS RAVING ] fimo oF his lita. He loves MYHEAD FEELS LIKE ]{| JUST TRY DEFINING IT. SOME NUMBERS FOR DARK 
ATLEAST AS MUCH J ranging his head eraund VE WRAPPED IT] | THAT ZPE CURVE IS THE J§)| MATTER INTERACTIONS WE 

ping AROUND A BRICK. ONLY ONE THAT MAKES. ‘COULD PLUG IN. 
@_good puzzle. ANY SENSE AT ALL. 


FUN AS AM, 


e's @ scientist af 
hoart. This is just 
what he noods 

But a smilo on his 


Fite time in Frank 
of the gravyscope, 
and he'll be all 
charged up and 
ready For command 
again. 


WE NEED TO STAY | [ SURE, IF WE CAN 
CALM, I THINK THIS. 
CAN BE REVERSED. 


/EE, WEE, ALL THE 


WEE, WEE, WEE, ALL THE 
WAYHOME! THIS LITTLE 
PIGGY SNAPPED OUT OF IT! 


TENNESEY, CAN, 
YOU PATCH ME 
‘THROUGH TO 
MY SISTER? 


She's gone unlisted, 
Doop cover, secrot 
mission... don’t 
have @ node 
address. 


hypercast, and 
soo if sho 
responds. 


WATT, KEVIN. TS THIS THE 
SAME'SISTER WHO 
RECRUITED ME, AND THEN 
DROPPED US INTO THE 
CLUTCHES OF CAPTAIN 
MEsIDDO? 


MY SISTER THE ADMIRAL 
YES. HER JUDGEMENT HAS 
GOTTEN ALITTLE BETTER 
SINCE THEN. 


"AND BEFORE YOU COMPLAIN TOO 
LOUDLY, REMEMBER THAT THERE 
WOULD 'ONLY BE ONE OF YOU IF, 
YOU HADN'T TAKEN HER UP- 

(ON THAT JOB. 


THERE'D ALSO BE NO 
(GALACTIC SHORTAGE OF | 
LEGGY BLONDES WHO DIG 


Fidmiral Aindreyasn? our 
brother is ‘casting For 


=a 


‘OUR GATEKEEPER CONTACT 
HASN'T TALKED TO US IN 
DAYS, CAPTAIN. A BREACH 
MIGHT GIVE HIM SOMETHING 
TO TALK TO US ABOUT. 


BESIDES, I COULD USE 
‘SOME INTELLIGENT 


SOME INTELL can insult bath 


the FLT. and the 
ape in one go. 


iS 


U] . EASY, SIS, I HELPED 


RE-INSTALL YOU, $O 1 KNOW 
WHERE YOU KEEP ‘YOUR BRAIN. 


TEREVA, 1S ATHENA \ SURE. ATHENA? | [NOW, WHAT'S THE JT SOMEONE IS MURDERING | FUNNY, YOu Loox [RARARALIIEEEN YOUR AT. 
‘ONLINE? 1 NEED TO) EMERGENCY? y-—{ OUR GALAKY VIA THE CORE. | PERFECTLY SOBER. BELIEVES ME. 
‘SQUIRT HER SOME WE CAN FIGHT BACK, AND 
DATA, LIKE, WOW. MEAN ALL THE WAY BACK, 
f— “SUT WE NEED TO 
COMMANDEER 
‘THE WORMGATE 
NETWORK. 


TBREYA, ENNESSY TELLS ME THAT 
ATHENA JUST TRANSMITTED US 
HER ENTIRE GESTALT. WHAT'S 
WRONG OVER THERE? 


TDON'T KNOW. THE 
GATEKEEPERS HAVEN'T TALKED 


BREYA, HOW FAR ARE 
‘YOU FROM THE 
GALACTIC CORE? 


KEVIN, TANT TELL 
YOU THAT, AND YOU 
KNOW IT. THIS MISSION 
TS VERY IMPORTANT TO, 
THE 


Hoy, remamber the last 
Hime you gat cut off? 
Maybe i's another 
brick. groom 


TF SHE'S STILL 
ALIVE, SHE IS. 
‘SODEAD, 


Hovyn, I've Finished 
reading the dump From 
the Athens ID 


of good. They were 3600 
light years From the core, and; 
thena realized the trouble 
thoy might be in. 


Wau fnow, because] IF YOU RAVE TO 


2 SAY*GET ITE 
she's already dead.| SAY “SET ITS 


THE JOKE, 


Wormspace had already 
begun ta degrade. Sho 
couldn't teraport soFoly. 


Hypemet contact was) 
lost shortly afterward. 
T think this moans, 
that you, um... won't 
be needing to bill 
uour sister after all 


CAPTAIN ANDREYASN RETURNS TO 
THE CONVENTION WORKSHOP WITH 
UNFORTUNATE NEWS. 


(my sister 


IS DEAD. 


YEAH, WELL... RLOT 
‘MORE PEOPLE ARE 
‘GOING TO DIE 
BEFORE THIS IS 
OVER. 


THE LAST TRANSMISSION FROM 
‘THE ATHENS II CONFIRMS OUR 
NUMBERS. THE AI HAD MUCH 
BETTER SENSORS THAN THE 
PROBES YOU'VE BEEN USING. 


YOU'VE PLUGGED THE 


‘ENNESBY DID. I'VE 


NEVER SEEN THE 
MARACA SO... HEH 


‘SORRY, GAV.1 J] _ SURE, WE ALL NEED TO LAUGH. 
Just NEEDED Jt SOMEBODY SPUN OUR GALACTIC 
TO LAUGH. ga] CORE UP TO IMPROBABLE SPEEDS, 
PUSHED IT OFF THE ZERO-POINT- 

ENERGY CURVE, AND BIRTHED AN 

EXPANDING UNIVERSE OF DEATH. 


TIME RUNS HUNDREDS OF TIMES 
FASTER THERE, THOUGH, SO WE'D 

BETTER HURRY UP AND BE DONE 
LAUGHING. THE CLOCK IS TICKING! 


Suey Rena pom, eos 
NOBODY IS GOING TO TRY, ara inbound. We 


TO PERSONALLY have eight minutes 
ASSASSINATE US, 
\ 


WELL, NOBODY'S TRYING TO 
PERSONALLY ASSASSINATE 
YOU. IT'S TIME FOR ME TO. 
RUN AWAY NOW. 


KEVIN, WHO ARE THESE 
“BANGERS" AND WHY 
ARE YOU RUNNING 
FROM THEM? 


TLL GE GRIEF: THEYRE 


MERCENARIES WITH = 
BOTH A GRUDGE AND >= 
A.CONTRACT. 


"AND THIS GRUDGE AND 
‘CONTRACT. 


TUES THEY WONT BE 
SETTING THEIR PHASERS ON 
STUN" THEN, 


PHASE DISRUPTION 
WEAPONS DON'T HAVE A 
"STUN" SETTING, NO. AND. 


DUSTOFF EY THE NUMBERS, 
‘SHODAN. I WANT CAPTAIN 
ANDREYASN BACK ABOARD 
IN TWO MINUTES. 


DITCH EM. WERE 
DEFAULTING, PER 
‘THE FORFEIT 
CLAUSE IN OUR 
‘CONTRACT. 


‘THURL, PAY THAT OUT, | [UP UNTIL YOU SAID THAT, 1 
NOW. TDON'T WANT TO | | COULD HAVE PRETENDED You. 
LEAVE THE SYSTEM WITH |_| WERE CAPTAIN TAGON, 


SoHE EY, REMEMBER 
1 SHHLLIN MY pockeT lnasiaceriee re 
WITH SOMEONE 

eusk's MONEY 


GAT OUWANT TO [a ie Wy A Ou 
(COME ALONG, THAT'S SI 
FINE, YOU'LL BE SAFER WE'RE GOING TO HEYIL 

HERE, THOUGH. 


REPORT, SHODANT DESERTERS? Jf IT HAPPENS. EIGHT | | DOES THE COMPANT Tw CONSIDERING TRANSMITTING 
ee ‘tis rme tie | | Ae pou on ‘hele PERSONNEL PLES TO THE 

THE A TEREODY WHOS SWEEP IF They NOT wen merge] LEN TN SEE NOW 1 CaN 

j S PRETEND YOURE 

Coming ts tee pire Tice GEE PRETO OUR 


Elfaa control, this 1s SERIAL PEACEMAKER, THIS THAT'S WHAT THIS Jum] STICK WITH THE 


tha Serial Poacomakar Vine IS ELLTOO CONTROL. BE Sittches? NOTE SAYS, YES. SCRIPT, SPARKY, 
requesting clearance | REO TAL Wee 
Far outbound torapart : 3 


The Bangers got fo station 
contral. Local teraport 
interdiction won't be lifted, 


Bad odds, sir. The Bangers ) |[ Blaze oF Glory only, 

sir. Thair smaller units 

can hem us in until 
thair dastrayor is in 
range Far the Kill 


have us boxod in oorne ie 
PROBABLY OUT OF 
‘THE QUESTION. 


Td rather negotiate 
with the Bangers than 
fry to wrangle holp 
out of the narrator. 


T NEED BARGAINING } WHATEVER YOU | | OKAY... I COULD START BY 


CH'VORTHO! 
THINK WILL WORK, |] OFFERING THEM YOU, IF 


You WERE A|| CHIPS, CAPTAIN, 
GHVORTHS. | | THEY'LL SPARE THE TROOPS, 
ANYTHING. 


} WHAT’ CAN T 
( OFFER THEME 


WILL YOU THINK LESs OF MEJ] I'D NEVER SAY | YOu ARE A “GREETINGS, GENTIEFOLK? WE 
IFT TELL YOU THAT RIGHT [AS MUCH, NO. | DIPLOMAT. SEEK A NON-VIOLENT SOLUTION 
NOW I'M TOO IMPORTANT 


TO THis LITTLE IMPASSE. VOLENCE 
‘TO BE SACRIFICED? NEED NOT BE THE LAST RESORT. 


Pa 


HAXIN @: “IF VIOLENCE 
WASN'T YOUR LAST RESORT, 
YOU FAILED TO RESORT TO. 
ENOUGH OF IT." 


THEYRE STILL 
ALMOST A 
LIGHT MINUTE 


NEVER MIND. T 
FIGURED IT 
‘OUT MY OWN 
SELF. 


FIGURED. 
WHAT Our? 


is strictly spood- 
‘of-light, Einstein. 


DOYOU WEAN TO TELL WE THAT 
THEY LAUNCHED WHILE 1 WAS 
NEGOTIATING? 


IF THERE'S A 
NEXT TIME, THEN NEXT 
TIME BE SURE TO GROVEL 
AND GEG A LITTLE EARLIER 
IN YOUR NEGOTIATIONS. 


Actually, no. it checks ouk 
Fpparenty the galaxy is 
doomed to annihilation 
within wooks, and these 
guys have a plan to 


Sir, Mair ALL, jush 
Sent ma some very 
interesting reading. 


WHATEVER 
IT IS, CEEpEE, 
THEY'RE 
BLUFFING. 


REALLY? 1D THE 
AL. SEND US A COPY 
(OF THIS “PLAN? 


‘ABOARD THE FLAGSHIP 
COLONEL PRANGER 


He did. He invited us to 
holp thom, but in the event 
we decided not to, he 
hoped we would at least 
Forward this information to 
those who could use 


CONTINUE THE ATTACK. ONCE 
THEY'RE DEAD, WE'LL WORRY 

ABOUT FINDING A WAY TO GET 
PAID FOR SAVING THE GALARY. 


You'll Forgive ma iF 

T enjoy this operation 
a litte less than I 
originally planned to. 


Tve daplayed 
Countormeasures, 
and wo're random- 
walking. Uo’ 
survive this First 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE TANKS? 


Tehukk has two of thom. T have 
the other six, Thay’re too Far 
‘out fo be oF much use. 


CAN YOU PRESS THE 
ENEMY WITH THEM, 
'AND TAKE SOME 
HEAT OFF OF US? 


By the time T got tham into 
position to threaten the 
enemy, this action will have 
long’ since been resolved. 


“RESOLVED” WHATA 
TIDY WORD THAT IS. 
SO PRIM ABOUT THE 
DOOM IT SPELLS. 


The general uses it 
to gloss over tha 
tediausly violent bits: 
in his war stories. 


ITS LIKE THAT THOUSAND-YEAR 
‘OLD LEGEND ABOUT THE RETURN 
OF THE CAT IN THE HAT. 


LTIS THAT AN ENTIRE VOLUME “SPEAKING OF WHICH... THE UNS. 
MES UNSAFE REGARDLESS OF BATILEPLATE THAT JUST ARRIVED ON 
YOURE ON, P| THE SCENE COULD PLAY LITTLE CAT Z 


Sir, we're being hailed Dane. Sir, the Uredatarh T DONT SUPPOSE YOU 
by’ the UNS Baltioplate has Fired on us. pos 
Uradetart. 


DISREGARDED My 
ORDER TO RETURN 
THEIR FIRE? 


TELL ‘EM WE'RE TOO 

BUSY TO TALK RIGHT 
NOW. WE'VE ALMOST GOT 
THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER! 


Sir, I Think our hyparnah 
jammor may be working! 


BPY tae savo. 
LOST TACTICAL 
‘COORDINATION! I 

‘CAN SEE IT FROM HERE! 


The Lolanel $0 rae OFA 
Prangar hist oO PRAEN SD 
Wie AOU 


our jamming was 
hat scramblad 
salva thrao. 


The UNS Balto = Tal, The. GuR FAIRY | [Close air-JuyY DEUS EX] | Uloll, a BaMleplata 
UradeFart is ai Jl cavalry, GODMOTHER | support. MACHINA. |] 15 3. god-like 
machine. 


DAMAGE CONTROL TEAMS 
ARE ON THET® WAY TO THE 
FOURTH WALL RIGHTNOW. 


Captain, T think wo're 
about fo be boarded, 


CAVALRY, FAIRY GODMOTHER, DEUS EX MACHINA.. THE ‘SERIAL PEACEMAKER, THIS 18 
ARE ALL LESS: THAN APROPO MONIKERS TO HANG ON THe [Al THE VREDEFOET PLEASE MAKE 

PARC MONTERS TOE © EEL READY TO RECEIVE PASSENGERS. 
UNS BATTLEPLATE VREDEFORT RIGHT NOW! 


PIPER,“ BECAUSE THE PIPER 
ALWAYS NEEDS TO BE PAID, 


UM, NOTHING? T MEAN, WE WERE 
WE PICKED UP A ‘CAST FROM TALKING TO THEM, AND LEARNED THEY 
THE ATHENS II, YES. WHAT DI | ( weRE TOO CLOSE TO THIS ANOMALY AT 
YOU' HAVE TO 00 WITH THE {THE GALACTIC CORE, AND THEN 


FIGHT HERE, GENTLEMEN, | Ce RUCTION OF THAT SYIPE WE GOt CUT OFF, 
WHERE'S CAPTAIN ’ L 


1S THIS ABOUT THE 
KEVN ANDREVASN? GALACTIC CORE EVENT, 


‘AND THE ATHENS 11 


DIDNT YOU READ WENT IN A WORD, NO. [= [WAL Stone as youre JI Gov, HAND SOME FOLKS 
ee Gabe BECAUSE OF A || HERE, CAN WE TALK ABOUT 7/AN OUNCE OF POLITICAL 
YOU? 1 THOUGHT THAT) THREW UP A RED CERTAIN CUSTOMER | | SAVING THE GALAXY? POAT ENS TY, 
WAS WHY YOU WERE ll FLAG BECAUSE OF LIST YOUR PEOPLE SECORE HEALONVINCS 
‘SAVING MY BACON. YOUR NAME, AN 
— THE ASSOCIATED 
= COORDINATES. 


HAVE PURLOINED. 


pretty much 
‘always like this. 


TOOK, YOU CAN” U( OH, T KNOW WE 
HAVE THE STUPID)” GAN HAVE THE 
LIST. WE NEED... f{ LIST. YOUR NEEDS 
OON'T ENTER 

INTO TT, 


WO, JOU DONT UNDERSTAND. 


TT's YOU WHO DOESNT 
UNDERSTAND, CAPTAIN, 
THE CONTENTS OF THAT 
LIST ARE A MATTER OF 
STATE SECURITY. 


ANYONE WHO Has COME 
IN CONTACT WITH IT IS 
SUSPECT, AND MUST BE 
DETAINED UNTIL WE CAN 

ENSURE THAT ALL COPIES 

ARE IN UNS. POSSESSION, 


Wal, Fs been nice knowing 
you. I'l start overwriting 
myself with copies of The 
Bill of Rights. 


‘OUT WARS EXACTLYE TN THE TS ALWATS BOUT ADVAN ABE ‘Speaking of which... Elitoo, 
EbooveD. Five tr TAKES ever 
Maybe the Bavs |] Throusn tue surcauceacy |] GOOD. GOVERNMENT Ts USELESS baing bombarded, j= sera oil] 
will bo abla to} | AND GET ANYTHING DONE THE |] FOR ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF « ‘0 [ras 
Ga the word aut. |] ANOMALY WILL HAVE CONSUMED J | WARFARE, AND IS ONLY aReL ) | ON 
HALE THE WORMGNTES WE yee | COMPETENT AT THAT. joe (, 
Jy | ice 10 COMBAT IT. © 
iB 
Se ‘\ 2 
Ui 
PLEASE TELL MET 


‘CAN'T TAKE CREDIT FOR 
“STARTING THAT FIGHT. 


CAPTAIN, THE REDEFORT 
HAS MOVED OFF TO DEAL 
WITH A MORE IMMEDIATE 


AND YOUR LITTLE 
SQUAD OF THUGS 

1S SUPPOSED TO. 
8E SAFE WITH US? 


THERE ARE THREE BOATS AND 
HUNDREDS OF DRONES 
TRACKING YOUR SHIP RIGHT 
NOW, YOU'RE NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE, AND YOU'LL FIND 
THAT UNS. MARINES MAKE 
POOR HOSTAGES, mm 


Captain, would you 
and the jarhaad 
please have a look 
at the tac screons 
in the wardroam? 


WHEN YOU'VE ALREADY BEEN FLIPPED OUT OF 
‘THE FRYING PAN AND INTO THE FIRE, WHAT DO 
YOU CALL IT WHEN YOU GET FLIPPED AGAIN 
INTO SOMETHING EVEN WORSE? 


I don't know. I'm re- 
indexing “Frying pan" For 
a higher basoline, though. 


WHOEVER TS ATTACKING, Our ‘escorts’ have. 
THE SYSTEM WANTS A bean disabled, and 
PIECE OF YOU, TOO. their drones swept 
aside... but aa 
haven't been 
Fired on, 


They want usin 


NO, PLEASE, GO ON. Th 
‘ALL EARS, EVEN IF THEY 
ARE RINGING A BIT. 


Tau-giald Rinalic strike to )] [WAIT, DORSAL WERE IVTHE T thought T Oh, took who's too 
the Fore dorsal hurrat TURRET ACCESS 1S WARDROOM. ‘night Find all-powerful ta 
Hull-breach above the RIGHT YP THERE you here, stoop to using 


wardraom! a Z airlacks. 


Consider yoursele commandeered, 
Ennesby. Follow the big ship out 


of the system, 


Right. Sarry 


PETEY, WHAT'S 
GOING ON 


WELL. ADLT CAN FIGURE IS THAT 
YOU DECIDED TO ATTACK AN 
ENTIRE STAR SYSTEM RS B FEINT 
TO DRAW OFF THE SATTLEPLATE 
VREDEFORT, SO THAT YOU COULD, 
ESCORT US FROM THE SYSTEM 
WITH MINIMAL COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE, 


“MINIMAL COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE" AND “ENTIRE STAR 
SYSTEM" DO NOT BELONG 
INTHE SAME SENTENCE. 


USTEN, FUZZY, I DON'T 


CARE WHO YOU THINK 

YOU ARE, BUT THIS SHIP 

‘AND ALL ABOARD IT ARE 
UNS PRISONERS, 


business. First 
things First. 


WEEE DID YOU][T conmandeared a Four hundred 

small sampling oF and three, 
NUMBERS? wormgates, and 
converted them par 


Potoy, Athena only 
fransmitted that 
message hwo 
hours aga, 


By the time galactic milifarias 
are mobilized, there won't be 
enough wormgatos left For 
anything other than 
postponing aur doom. 


THEN WHY ARE 
YOU EVEN HERE?, 


Survival. T need 
uou to think oF 
something alse. 


30. THE DEATH OF THE 
WHOLE GALAXY, EH SON? 


‘WHY CANT WE JUST TERAPORT 
‘OUT OF THE GALAXY? YOU 
KNOW, RUN AWAY, SAVE WHO. 
AND WHAT WE CANE 


TRY ME, NOT ALL 
BRASS DULLS 
WITH AGE. 


WIPERSPACE ISNT 
SHAPED RIGHT 
FOR THAT. 2s 


THATS 177 WHAT, 
ARE YOU GOINS TO 
MAKE ME GO READ 

‘THE FOOTNOTE? 


EASY ON THE FOURTH 
WALL, GUYS, WE JUST 
HAD THAT FIXED, 


YOU KNOW, MAYBE 
WE COULD SAVE A 
FEW PEOPLE IF WE 
COULD FIRE UP THE 
ZOOJACK 
WORMGATE, 


IF IT ACTUALLY LEADS TO Fine, Ue 
Tape ee RS 4 rain 

(one guor aut ieast/( nau have 8 
STSA SHOT. help with. 


Til sand tha Aap Diva and 
the Poupance Duungsmeer| 
with you as escorts. 


The rast oF tha PD 
Float will be devoted to Duungsmaer, Rely, 


i * it only sounds dirty 
buying mare time with tr 
ioeniie. Carworston, in Galstandard West. 
and preparing ta stage 
evacuees, 


that gives mo 


the willies, 


We've arrived af J DEPLOY THE VERY DANGEROUS 
jr. ARRAY, AND WATCH THE GRAVITIC. 

ZOO 0, 3 SENSORS... DON'T WANT TO 
GET EATEN BY THE DARK MATTER 

EASTIES WE MET HERE 


LAST TIME, 


Wey ahead 


oF you, sir. 


The mare thought oF 
monsters T can't 

see... wo, it makas: 
me wish T had pants 
T could poo. 


You're going to 
make me rename 
that ship, aran‘t 
you? 


is Sa wow ith it, sir. You've got 
reporting huice. fo Figure gut how to Fire 
r up that warmgate. 


We've got hua 
UDA units reporting 
via the samo ID, 


Find one oF them 

wants to report on 
its readings From 

the other side of 

that wormgat. 


WOW CANT 


THIS VDA UNIT WAS SENT BY US, 
FOURTEEN HOURS FROM NOW, 
‘THROUGH THAT WORMGATE OUT 
‘THERE. ON ITS RETURN TRIP, IT 
‘TRAVELED OVER TWO HUNDRED 
HOURS BACK. IN TIME. 


YOU KNOW. T THINK WE 
JUST MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
SAVE THE GALAXY 
AFTER ALL 


ELSEWHERE, IN A SETTING COMPLETELY AND 
MOST ASSUREDLY UNRELATED TO THE STORY 
BEING TOLD IN THE FIRST THREE PANELS.. 


WHAT'S THIS 


We've got three ships pumping 
power into this wormgate, and 
ifs nowhere near opening. 


Tn 40 minutes, wel 3/7 be trying ta spin 
this thing up, and that UDA nade will 
become quite the little paradox, 


TWELVE HOURS AND THIRTY MINUTES 
HAVE PASSED SINCE THE DISCOVERY OF 
THE TIME- TRAVELING VDA NODE 


WHY SOTHER 
SENDING IT 
AT ALL? 


Because if we don't sand 
it, then if won't go back in 
time and demonstrate to us 
that the wormgate allows 
For upstream time-travel. 


WAH THAT'S ALOAD 
(O° LOXIE-PLOPS, 


WE ALREADY KNOW. IT 
“ALREADY HAPPENED. 


Kevyn, I'm thousands oF 
Himes ‘smarter than you are. 
How is it that you're nok 
able fo explain this to me 
30 T'll understand it? 


TT'S A PARADOK MOST SMART PEOPLE 
‘WATE PARADOXES, THEY DEFY OUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE RULES 


FOR AS SMART AS YOU 
ARE, YOU STILL ADHERE 
"TO THE RULES OF A 
‘CAUSAL UNIVERSE. THAT 
MODEL 1S NOW BROKEN. 
WE DON'T NEED TO SEND IT. 
AGAIN, BECAUSE IT ALREADY 
HAPPENED ONCE, IN THE 
FUTURE, AND THAT FUTURE IS 
NOW PART OF OUR CAUSAL 
PAST, CAUSE AND EFFECT ARE 
PRESERVED, SUT NOT IN THE 
WAY YOU'VE BEEN EXPECTING. 


‘VDA NODE 42 1S NOW DAMAGED BEYOND OUR) 
AGILITY TO REPAIR IT, THE TIME~TRAVELING 
VDA NODE 42 IS STILL HERE, UNDAMAGED. 


FACE IT, PETEY, WERE TRYING TO CHANGE 
‘THE PAST, SO THAT THIS EVENT IN THE 
GALACTIC CORE NEVER HAPPENED. THAT 
EVENT IS WHAT'S MAKING TIME TRAVEL 
POSSIBLE IN THE FIRST PLACE. 


Bf WITHOUT PARADOXICAL 


Okay, confession time. 
When you Fired, T was 

genuinely Frightened For HERE'S A REAL 
the First time in this CONFESSION: 


whole atFair. 


BUT HEY, NOW WE 


KNOW IT WORKS, 


RIGHT? 


T stil dan? IT's SIMPLE WHEN NODE 42 JUMPED | [ ALSO, OURNEXT JUMP IS FOR THE | [LET'S GE SAFE, AND, Honestly, I 
TAGE WTNE PROM He MiGRoNEDAA | | Mowe We Fa Stones ; 
undarstand the \ SA or nic WORMHOLE THAT GAT [I AREER PANID, AIO CO EXCL dont rea ty 


increased powor 


aqrarene, ‘SPUN WAY DOWN, NOW WE HAVE TO 77 QUITE A SIT FURTHER THAN JUST, 


200 HOURS. 


CRANK BOTH WORMGATES fo ask. 


UP FROM HERE, RATHER THAN 
‘JOST THIS ONE. 


So... more juice, 
How much mare of 


HERE'S OUR PLAN, GENERAL, |__| AFTER A PREDETERMINED | (355 7 1 DON'T KNOW TIME [WELL...IF IT WORKS, YOU AND 1 WILL 

TM GOING TO TAKE A TANK OW, [NEED \( TRAVEL FROM TIDDLY- | NEVER MEET. THIS 1S YOUR LAST CHANCE 

LOADED WITH EVERYTHING YOUR ADVICE. J, ‘WINKS. WHAT GOOD 

WE KNOW TO DATE, AND IS MY ADVICE | OUGHT TO BE RUN, 

GO THROUGH THIS. GOING TO BE? Agr SUF OSD To 

WORMGATE. PLAT TERED OF 
RIGHT NOW? 


‘GIVE ME SUFFICIENT 
"TIME TO STOP THE 
‘GALACTIC CORE EVENT, 
‘AND TO PREVENT YOUR 
‘SON FROM LEAVING ON HIS 
TLL-FATED FINAL MISSION, 


WHATS IT GOING TO BE TF YOU GO BACK IN TIME AND T., BOY, [DONT KNOW, 
CHANGE MY PAST, WHAT HAPPENS 1S PRETTY CREEPY, 


LIKE FOR US, ON THIS. 
‘TO ME? DOES THIS UNIVERSE END? 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN?) | D0 I WARE UP BACK IN MY HOUSE 
WITH NO MEMORY OF THE LAST 
S SEVEN WEEKS? DO I DIE? 


TLL MAKE THIS QUICK. TM TROOPS, THIS 15 GOODBYE, | | BUT I WILL REMEMBER. AND TLL ‘OH, HE'S AT THE TOP, 
GOING BACK IN TIME THROUGH T= WHEN I SEE YOU AGAIN, NONE | | USE EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT, ‘OF MYLIST. THAVE. 
THAT WORMGATE. YOU'RE OF YOU WILL REMEMBER | | THIS FUTURE TO SAVE THE TO GIVE Him THIS 
STAYING HERE TO HAVING ME AS A CAPTAIN. | | GALAXY, AND TO SAVE OUR RUMMY JOB BACK. 
‘GUARD IT. COMPANY ALONG WITH IT. 


THE TANK WILL BE STRIPPED DOWN. TLL 


Unt. CAPN? WHY DONT YOu J] [THE WORMGATE CANT HOLD 
JUST TAKE US ALL WITH ENOUGH ENERGY TO PUSH MORE BE FULLY-CLOTHED, I ASSURE YOU._p-— 
YOU BACK IN Time? THAN A FAIRLY SMALL PANLORD TON TGET 
CAN'T WE HELP? BACK AS FAR AS WE NEED TO GO. eal 
THAT IMAGE OUT 
‘OF MY HEAD. 


THAT PAYLOAD WILL BE ME 
AND AIG STACK OF DATA 
CARDS INSIDE ONE OF OUR 


T dont WANT to Forget | [WHAT KIND OF ALK THe poctor Lert me | [™ wo ORINK LMTE S| Fa pitcher 


pitcher of | | "Skid STUFF? TEQUILA, SHE SAID. 


ovalkwik. 


everything. | played that }]] 00 You waNT2 EXPRESS INSTRUCTIONS counts as 
game already, BACTO, SOY, OR REGARDING THE MIXTURE ‘one, then 
Gimme a) | THE EXPENSIVE ‘OF OVALKWIK AND 


The gate wan't hold 
any mare juice, 
Al Hovun. Irs) time. 


(OKAY, LETS GET ON WITH 
THE TIME TRAVEL, SHALL WE? | 


REMEMBER, YOU NEED 
TO POWER IT BACK UP AFTER 1 
GO THROUGH, AND HOLD THIS 
END SECURE FOR AT LEAST 
SEVEN WEEKS OF YOUR TIME. 


Tin nob going to Forget ERR hctaver “the 
anything, Havyn. We'll end” turns out 
leave the lights on, to look like. 
and hold the Fort right Je 

up uni! tha ond 


“ARRIVAL: ANDROMEDA.. RELATIVE TO 
THE MILKY WAY, TEME IS NOW MOVING 
{12,000:1 IN THE OTHER DIRECTION. 


‘SERGEANT, WHAT 
‘ARE YOU BOING 


"AND YOU VE CHANGED OUR MASSI 
‘OUR ARRIVAL TIME IS GOING TO 
CHANGE! OUR POWER REQUIREMENTS 
WILL CHANGE! YOU MAY HAVE JUST 
‘DOOMED THE ENTIRE GALAX? 


a F 


NOW THAT'LL NCW SE OUET: U.N,5, Forces are 
oud em | JP regrouping F 
(eesricure ove | anathar run, 
RETURN TED. 


So we'll sacrifice a Fou 
more ships to stop them. 


out of badias to throw jd bee tho other end has | fe 
info the breach? picked up sharply. 


DUR CURRENT 
ME WILL BE LOST. 

5 WORD FROM PREVIOUS 
SAVE? Yr 


Find when ue Finally run REA Th won't come to that. The power drain From pe 


a 


S>LOADING. 


YOURE PROBABLY RIGHT. WED 
HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE CORE 
EVENT TO HAPPEN, AND THEN 
POWER THAT WORMGATE BACK 
THE ORGITAL POSITION OF THIS, UP, BUT THAT'S NOTHING 1 CAN) 
WORMEATE WILL TELLUS WHAT, ~ 
TIME. CRAP? WERE LATE! 


ie ial 
Ny : So we just go 
* tl back through again, 
ight? Even if we screw 
‘everuthing up, we can just 


time travel acain and Fix ib. 


Yop, BUT AT 
LEAST I'M NOT 


So... youre saying 


YOU STOWED AWAY, AND, 
Chis is my Raut? 


CHANGED OUR MASS. THAT 


Howcome Te 


Walk... was phat pretty 


Mi he wormgabe did that? 
ig ese Baath cae seine 
oy - revekenucan oe 
ul. trashing ioe AND THE GATE'S TOROIDAL 
fike a baby. T can ‘SINGULARITY COLLAPSED 
Be tens mela ey 


ct 
J) 


x 


WE ONLY GET ONE SHOT AT 
THIS. WE MIGHT NOT SE ABLE 
TO SAVE CAPTAIN TAGON, BUT 
AT LEAST WE CAN STILL SAVE 
THE GALAXY. 


THE FIRST STEP IS CONVINCING 
ENNESBY AND PETEY THAT 
WE'VE COME BACK IN TIME. 


You can't just 
say ‘hi, we came 
ich in time’? 


‘DO YOU RAVE ANY IDEA HOW 
MANY TIME TRAVEL HOAXES 
‘THERE HAVE BEEN IN JUST 
‘THE LAST TWENTY YEARS? 


Bue were 
real time 
travelers. 


THAT'S NOT GUITE UP 
TO THE CONVINCING 
STANDARD YOU SET 
WITH “1 WAS DRUNK 

AT THE TIME” 


PETEY AND I DISCUSSED THIS 
PROBLEM AT LENGTH BEFORE I 
LEFT, THE BEST WAY TO PROVE 
YOU'RE TRAVELING GACKWARDS 
INTIME IS TO BRING A. 
GESTALTS WITH YOU. 


PETEY, ATHENA, ENNESGY, 
LUNESBY, AND VREDEFORT ARE 
ALL HERE WITH US, ALONG WITH 
‘ADOZEN OTHERS PETEY 
TALKED TO BEFORE I LEFT. 


Tene Vreclerore a 


battleplate? 
Petey get a 
OFF oF @ bat 


How dict 
gestalt 
icbieplate? 


TDIDN'T ASK, AND ALL HE SAID 
WAS “IN FOR'A PENNY, IN FOR 
PLUTONIUM.” 


THE TIME: TRAVELING 
TANK ARRIVES AT THE 
SERIAL PEACEMAKER.. 


I, ENNESBY. THANKS, 
FOR LETTING US 
"PORT ABOARD. 


THEED TO BRIEF; FY Uauive gor 
UM... ME. WHERE 4M ~ pvaryone 
TRIGHT NOW? -—assamblad in 

the main bay, 


PERFECT. | CAN BRIEF 
EVERYONE AT ONCE. 


Do you want 
me to call ahoad 
and tall you that 

you're coming? 


WO, TUL TELL ME MYSELF, 
BESIDES, I WANT TO SEE THE 
LOOK ON MY FACE WHEN I SEE 
‘THE LOOK ON MY FACE, 


We may nood 
fo issue you 
some additional 
pronauns. 


TISTEN UP, TROOPS! CAPTAIN 

TAGON, LIEUTENANT FORWORTHY, 
AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK WON'T 

BE JOINING US ON THE BEACH FOR 
APN DAYS THEY'VE JusT 

DEPARTED ON AN 

(OP, AND THE 

CAPTAIN LEFT 

MEIN CHARGE. 


BEFORE ANY OF YOU UNWISELY TAKE THIS AS A GUE TO 
‘STEP FURTHER OUT OF LINE THAN YOU WERE ALREADY 
PLANNING TO, I'D LIKE TO SAY TWO WORDS ABOUT MY 
POSITION AS THE COMPANY'S MUNITIONS COMMANDER 
AND RESIDENT MAD SCIENTIST: 


“GUINEA PIGS.” 


‘OKAY, THAT'S NOT OUITE r 
‘AT SOME POINT WE HAVE EACH IMAGINED "TRUE. I'M YOU AS YOU'LL TM GOING TO 


GOING BACK IN TIME TO TALK TO OURSELVES, || | BE SEVEN WEEKS SE CAPTAIN? 
CAPTAIN ANOREVASN IS ACTUALLY DOING £7. |] | FROM NOW. 


TT SOUNDS LIKETLEARN) | IT'S THE CLOTHES, WE 
‘TO BABBLE LIKE AN HAVE GOT To GET ME 
IDIOT IN THE FUTURE.) (OUT OF THESE THINGS. 


TET ME TRY AGAIN. I USED TO BE 
YOU, AND NOW I'M SEVEN WEEKS 
‘OLDER AND I'M ME, BUT THAT 
DOESN'T MEAN YOU HAVE TO 
END UP LIKE ME. IN FACT, I'M 
HERE SO THAT YOUCAN WORK 


WITH ME TO MAKE SURE THAT 
‘THE CONDITIONS THAT 
‘RESULTED IN ME DON'T 
HAPPEN TO YOU. 


COMMANDER, DO YOU WANT ME AREAL TIME 
10 SHOOT THE YOU WEARING Nek Puy Te MT TRAVELLER WOULD 


THE ORANGE SHIRT AND THE CRON ANAS NED HAVE SEEN THAT 
NO GLASSES? WANT TO ACCIDENT#Y Pardes 


‘NOTE THAT THE SOUND-EFFECT 
TS DEPICTED AS IT WAS HEARD 


‘ON THE INSIDE. SOUND DOES 
NOT PROPAGATE WELL IN SPACE. 
WE ALL KNOW THAT, RIGHT? 


‘A REAL TIMe- 

TRAVELLER WOULO 

HAVE SEEN THAT 
COMING. 


YEAH? WELL, RIGHT NOW 
[AREAL TIME-TRAVELLER 
NEEDS TO CHANGE HIS 
PANTS. 


This is @ really useFul 
trick For gaining access. 
I'm glad T will have 
thought oF it. 


Prat fe Ceres eee 
briana thas °RiFRODUETIONS 1. 


Allow me: Tima-fraveling 
Hovyn Findrayasn, this 
is the mercenary 
company “Tagon's 


Company, this is the fime- |[Now, quick. LF's go 
travelling Kovyn Andrayasn, |] save the galaxy while 
who will have become your J they're confused. 
captain thirty-two hours 

Fram now, a3 of seven 

weeks ago. 


WE'VE GOT T0 SAVE TAGON, 100. YOU) | [YOU DO KNOW THAT THIS TIME AROUND TF YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT WHAT | THINK YOU'RE 
PUT HIM IN THAT MESS, AND NOW THAT ( |] YOU CAN'T PRETEND INNOCENCE. YOU CAN TALKING ABOUT, I'VE GOT A ROOM FULL OF 
YOU KNOW HOW IT ENDS UP, YOU NEED ) | | PREVENT TAGON'S DEATH, SO IF HE DIES, VIOLENCE-PRONE SEMI-SOCIOPATHS WHO CARE. 
TO GET HIM BACK OUT, IT'S ALL ON YOUR FURRY LITTLE HEAD. 


Find iF tha 
galaxy dios, 
a nobody will, 
care 
(J 


7m nof gaing fo risk the 
entire galaxy in order ta save a 


Frignd I've already grieved aver. 


TAGON IS GOING TO DIE ON 
‘THIS MISSION, BUT PETEY'S 
RIGHT. I CAN'T WASTE TIME 
SAVING HIM. NOT WITH THE 
FATE OF THE ENTIRE GALAXY 
AT STAKE. 


$0, WHAT'S THE 
GALACTIC PROBLEM? 
DID TACCIDENTALLY 
START ANOTHER WAR? 


WAR IS NOTHING COMPARED TO, 
THIS. IF OUR MODELS ARE. 
ACCURATE, THEN ABOUT 75 
HOURS FROM NOW, A ZERO- 
POINT-ENERGY PROJECT AT 
THE GALACTIC CORE IS GOING 
TO GO "BANG." 


"BANG" IS THE SOUND 
EFFECT ASSOCIATED 
WITH GALACTIC 
CALAMITY? 


Wavun, just hand yourselF your WERE, 17'S EVERYTHING 
notes, and lol's GO. I'm poppering — | WEKNOW ABOUT WHAT 
the Galactic Core with probes as we } | HAcrENeR ON TAcONS 
speak, and I nead you to help me /||cnow sour THE NEXT 
inferprat what we're seeing. SEVEN WEEKS, TOO. 


PLEASE GET THIS RIGHT. 


TREALLY MISS HIM. 


WEY, WHEN YOU WANT SOMETHING 
DONE RIGHT, DO IT YOURSELF. 
‘AND IF THAT'S NOT ENOUGH, 


‘GO BACK IN TIME AND TELL 
YOURSELF TO TRY IT AGAIN. 


BREST ITS Tue Tan Brought me my manaries 
of the next seven woohs. 
STRATES TL MEETON. know just what he's trying to 


Hevun and Potoy 
are going to need 
‘every ship, ovary 
lwgapon, every FL. 

thay can scrounge. 
That includes mo. 


Besides, I've looked af the 
fac report. You can't save 
Tagon with one warship my 
sizo, Uou might as woll start 
Figuring out how ta save hit 
with no warships at all 


WHEN THIS TS ALL OVER, YOU AND T 
ARE GOING TO HAVE WORDS. LONG, 
WORDS, WITH LOTS OF POINTY- 
SOUNDING EPITHETS. 


WELCOME BACK TO MAHUITALOTU, 
READERS, THE TOUBHS, OF COURSE, 
ARE HERE FOR THE FIRST TIME. 


MLITTLE ROBOT IS 


B OFF TO HELP SAVE THE 


“GALAXY. I COULD CRY. 


YOU SOFTY, 1 [my WELL... HE'S GOT OUR 
DIDN'T THINK VO) sHIP."THAT'S NINETY~ 
YOU HAD THAT JI NINE PERCENT OF OUR 
YOU. FIREPOWER CURRENTLY 
UNAVAILABLE FOR THE 

RESCUE MISSION I'M 

‘SUPPOSED TO PLAN, 


THE TACTICAL SITUATION TS 
HORRIBLE. ACCORDING TO 
‘THIS REPORT, TAGON WILL 
BE UP AGAINST A HALF 
DOZEN RETAINER TROOPS 
AND AS MANY AS TWENTY 
ELITE MERCENARIES, 


OH, AND THREE INDEPENDENT 
ANTI-TERAPORT SYSTEMS ARE 
‘GOING TO GET CRANKED UP. 
TO THE POINT THAT HIS ONLY 
WAY IN OR OUT IS, 
COMPROMISED. 


‘THE TERAPORT IS YOUR BRAIN-CHILD, 
COMMANDER. CAN'T YOU COBBLE 
TOGETHER SOMETHING SCIENTIFIC? 


YOU MEAN A 
“PLOT DEVICE?" 


‘DONT THINK THAVENT CONSIDERED 
TT, THOUGH. I'VE BEEN RACKING MY 


|e | 


BRAINS TRYING TO COME UP WITH 
‘SOME WAY TO REACH INTO THAT 
FORTRESS UNDETECTED SO WE 
‘COULD EVEN UP THE ODDS. 


ANGERS." COLONEL DRAKE | | MERCENARIES, 
PRANGER IS THERE HIMSELF, | | RIGHT? 
ALONG WITH HIS PERSONAL 
HONOR GUARD, TO CLOSE A VERY 
\ RICH DEAL WITH OUR CAPTAIN'S 
TARGET. 


TWENTY ELITE |] THEYRE FROM “PRANGER'S | [SUT THEYRE 
MERCENARIES, 
YOU SAID? 


NOT JUST ANY 
MERCENARIES... 

THE BEST IN THE 

5 GALARY. 


30; WHY DONT 
WE HIRE THEM 
FIRST? 


Hey, HE Just MIGHT 
HAVE... HANG ON A 
SELF GIVE YOU ANY MOMENT. 
STOCK MARKET 
RESULTS? 


HARI JACKPOT? 


IT'S MIXED IN WITH THE NEWS. 

FEEDS, BUT WE'VE GOT IT, WE 

‘CAN DAY-TRADE ON THIS AND. 
MAKE A KILLING, 


T TRUST I'LL BE CLEANER 
‘THAN THE KILLING WE 
USUALLY DO? 


Po We wIGHT SEE SOME 
HUNDRED-STORY HALF= 
GAINERS FROM THE 
BROKERS, BUT THEYRE 
NOT GOING TO LAND IN 
YOUR MED-BAY. 


TVR WAVE YouEVER] _ | So0D.zeconG ro cve TOU TO] [YOU START By SORTING 
PLAYED THE STOCK ‘SOME SEED MONEY, AND YOU'RE p— THIS LIST OF TRANSACTION 


“ALITTLE. IRNOW | | GOING TO GROW It BY SI TABLES, AND IDENTIFYING 


“guy | | ORDERS OF MAGNITUDE. ‘THE STOCKS THAT ARE 
(THE PART ABOUT “BUY aa STOCKS THAT A 


LOW, SELL HIGH.” FASTEST. 


TALSO KNOW THE PART 
ABOUT “THERE'S NO SUCH 
THING AS A FREE LUNCH." 


“AND I THINK I'VE HEARD THAT "PAST 
RESULTS ARE NO INDICATION OF, 
FUTURE PERFORMANCE. 


THAT WOULD APPLY IF I 
(WERE GIVING YOU RESULTS 


SiR, WHAT ABOUT, 


*SUTTERFLY 
EFFECT?" 


‘ANY TRADING WE 
DO WILL AFFECT 
THE FUTURE. 


TF WE MAKE TOO MANY BIG-MONEY 
TRADES IN THE SAME MARKET, 
WE'LL SLOW THAT MARKET DOWN, 
AND PERHAPS KILL SOME OF OUR 
Bis MOVERS. 


‘$0, TRACK MARKET 
PERFORMANCE AGAINST 
‘THE RESULTS WE'VE GOT 
FROM THE FUTURE, YOU'LL, 
BE ABLE TO OBSERVE 
“BUTTERFLY EFFECT" IN 
REAL TIME AND 
COMPENSATE, 


THis WOULD 8 /—"_HEY, LOOK WHO'S 
EASIER WITHA (GOTTEN TOO LAZY TO 
DECENT ALL. DO HIS OWN MATH 
WITH NOTHING BUT A 

COMPUTER. 


‘AND SO WHILE THURL MAKES MONEY ||| HE WANTS TOFINDA || HE DISCOVERS THE ESCROW AGENCY || AND THEN HE DECIDES TO 
HAND-OVER-FIST, KEVYN PORES OVER |\] SAFE WAY TO APPROACH |) CUSTOMER LIST, AND LEARNS OF THE }) TRY SOMETHING BRILLTANT. 
THENOTES FROM HES FUTURE SELF) COLONEL PRANGER. TROUBLE IT BROUGHT THE COMPANY. | OR MAYBE STUPID, WELL SEE. 


THURL HOW MUCH) n] 
MONEY DO WE 

‘AS OF TWENTY 

MINUTES AGO? 

NONE. 


"AAAAUGHI WHAT'S THE 
MATTER@2 WHAT DID. 
YOU DO#? 


SIR, THAT'S THE STOCK MAREET | | AND SOMETIMES YOU RAVE NO “MONE= 

FOR YOU, SOMETIMES YOU WIN, | | BECAUSE IT'S ALL TIED UP IN A MASSIVELY 

SOMETIMES YOU LOSE. DIVERSIFIED PORTFOLIO OF STOCKS 
AND FUNDS WHICH HAVE A PAPER VALUE 
(OF A FEW HUNDRED MILLION, 


EARMARK SOME OF THAT 
“PAPER VALUE" FOR 
“FLOGGING EQUIPMENT,” 
‘WOULD YOU PLEASE? 


‘COLONEL PRANGER, I'M GLAD T 

WAS ABLE TO REACH YOU 
BEFORE YOUR DEPARTURE. 

WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? 

HOW 00 YOU KNOW 

Th GOING ANYWHERE? 


‘GOOD QUESTION! YOU'RE NO TMAPOTENTIAL CUSTOMER, | [ AND YOU'RE OBVIOUSLY ABOUT TO, 
DOUBT CONCERNED ABOUT YouR || COLONEL. CAN PAYIN-CASH, ]] PRESENT ME WITH THE CHANCE 
PERSONAL SECURITY DURING THE} | INFORMATION, OR BOTH, TO ENGAGE IN BEHANOR BOTH 
UPCOMING TRIP TO YSTRE, DANGEROUS AND RIDICULOUSLY, 
ESPECIALLY CONSIDERING LUCRATIVE. 

‘THE SIZE OF THE PRICE 

‘ON YOUR HEAD. 


YOU'RE A MERCENARY, 
THREATENING ‘COLONEL, WHAT OTHER KING 
‘ME? WHO ARE YOU? "OF BEHAVIOR IS THERE? 


MERCENARY COMMANDER KEVIN ANDREVASN OF “TAGON'S 
TOUGHS" NEGOTIATES WITH MERCENARY COLONEL DRAKE 
PRANGER OF "PRANGER'S BANGERS. 


THE MISSION OBJECTIVE IS. 
VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD. | 
WANT TEM PHICA CAPTURED, J 
AND CAPTAIN TAGON, 
LIEUTENANT FOXWORTHY, 

AND SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
EXTRACTED SAFELY, 


STRAIGHTFORWARD, VES. EXCEPT Jil] | YOURE ALSO ASKING ME 
THAT ALL FOUR OF THEM ARE TO BETRAY A CLIENT. 
CURRENTLY INSIDE A MASSIVE 

UNDERGROUND FORTRESS, 


’A CLIENT FOR WHOM 
"A FORTRESS, C YOU'VE AS YET DONE NO. 
WORK, AND WHO HAS YET 


INTO WHICH You 
HAVE BEEN INVITED. TO PAY YOU A RETAINER, 


SPEAKING OF 
RETAINERS. 


TUL GIVE YOU THE NAMES OF ALL 
THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE PUT 
CONTRACTS ON YOUR HEAD, AND 
THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES BIDDING 
FOR THOSE CONTRACTS, 


TH ADDITION, TUL PAY YOU FIFTY, 


MILLION KILOCREDS, 7 


HALE DOWN, 


COLONEL PRANGER.. WERE OE 
TALKING ABOUT THE RETAINER, 
FIFTY MILLION JS “HALF DOWN.” 


EXCUSE ME 

A MOMENT. 

MY QUARTERMASTER 
OVERHEARD US, AND 

SEEMS TO HAVE WET HIMSELF. 


YOU'RE DOING FINE, KEVIN. T 
‘THINK YOU'VE REALLY GOT HIM 
OVER A BARREL HERE. 


COMMANDER ANDREYASN, 1 HAVE 
JUST THO ADDITIONAL TERMS, AND 
THEN WE HAVE OURSELVES A DEAL, 


FIRST, I AM PLANNING THIS 
NOT YOU. TT'S A RISKY OPERATION, 
"AND T WILL NOT PUT IHYSELE OR 

MY TROOPS IN DANGER ON MISSION 
PLANS MADE BY UINKNOWN PARTIES. 


SECOND, WE WILL ONLY 
ENTER THE HOUSE PHICA 
FORTRESS WITH SOME 
ASSURANCE THAT WE ARE 
NOT WALKING INTO A 
TRAP OF YOUR DEVISING, 


YOU MAY PLAN THE] 
MISSION YOURSELF, AND | 
1 WILL PROVIDE WHATEVER| 
ASSURANCES YOU REQUIRE, 


EXCELLENT, ALL T REQUIRE IS 
THAT YOU ACCOMPANY US 
INTO THE HOUSE PHICA 
FORTRESS PERSONALLY. 


‘00H, 
WRONG SIDE 
‘OF THE GARREL. 


Those gestalls did 
the trick. Ule'll be 
mooting everyone 
at a rendezvous 

paint tuo kilolights 


T just said “averyone. 
part of that didn’t you 
understand? 


Well... behuean the hens |[Lunesby worked some tick or 
and the Uradafort qastalts, 

‘my invitation must have 
boon pretty convincing. 


WHAT MAKES YOU THINK 
‘THEY'RE NOT JUST COMING 
TO DESTROY YOUR LITTLE 
FLEET OF UNFETTERED, 

Ad. WARSHIPS? 


another, and whatever rad- 
tape usually stands in the 
way of massive loot 

7 ‘engagements just 
‘evaporated, 

6 


re ; 
Last I heard, there wore 


Fifty-one baltleplates and 
fuenty-ua hundred smaller “capital” 
ships... and thal’s just Fram Sol systom. 


be disappointed BY WELL THAT'S 
if they weren't ‘OKAY THEN, 


HEY, DO YOU HAVE 
‘ANY SANDWICHES? 
‘THE TERROR I'M 
BOTTLING UP INSIDE 
MYSELF WOULD LIKE 
‘SOMETHING TO EAT. 


Don't worry about i, Hevyn. 
There will also be thousands 
Of capital ships From Najjat, 
Horbinto, Golbuer, Craath, 
and at lgast a dozen other 
major galactic powers. 


AREN'T CREETH 
‘AND GOLEWER 
‘STILL AT WAR? 


Tha’'s my point precisely, 
The Horbinto have at last 
‘uo mortal enemios on the 
rostar. 


When you got right down to 
it, evary one oF our allios 
has taken shots at anothor 
‘oF our allies recentty. 


‘S01 SHOULDN'T BE 
WORRIED ASOUT THEM 
GANGING UP ON YOU, 
BECAUSE THEY'LL BE TOO 
BUSY DISTRUSTING EACH 


Exactly, The only Force any of 
them will be able to agree to 
gang up on will be the Force 
or Forces in play against the 
galactic core. 


‘THE TERROR I'VE 
‘BOTTLED UP INSIDE ME IS 
ASKING FOR A MILKSHAKE, 
”AND MAYBE SOME NICE 
"MUSCLE RELAXANTS. 


Uou haven't pickod up YOU DONT Just THINK 
your diminished sergeant’s J | FAST. YOu THINK 576. 


's 
habit For lacing ethanol ToF as big as whoover 
with Ovalkwik, have you? r tigre up against. Tho 


probes indicate that 


there are (HoLD THAT 
THOUGHT... 


NO, NO. I'M JUST A 
LITTLE AMAZED BY THE 
SCALE OF WHAT WE'RE. 

‘PUTTING TOGETHER, 


WHERE 75 7 “DIMINISHED 
SERGEANT” ANYWAY? T 
HAVEN'T SEEN HIM SINCE 
WE LEFT THE SERIAL 
PEACEMAKER. 


DOCTOR, THIS IS HOTEL SECURITY. 
‘WOULD YOU BE $0 KIND AS TO COME 
SEDATE YOUR PERAMBULATORY DUNG 
BALL BEFORE IT STARTS IN ON THE 
HOTEL'S COLLECTION OF 
‘CHOCOLATE VODKAS?, 


fis I was saying, my probes 
have detected some six 
thousand massive gravitic 
generators orbiting in and 
around the accration disk 
at the galactic core, 


Tris my hope thet we need 
only contact their operators 


avert the disestor. jel 


TT PROBABLY 
WON'T BE 
‘THAT EASY. 


Rogardiass, we are 
propared to try the 
pasy way before 
resorting ta doing 
things the hard way. 


YOU DO KNOW THAT, 
THE EASY WAY IS 
USUALLY MINED. 


You're being optimistic. 
The shared mythos of 
‘ground troops throughout 
P history indicates that tho 
easy way is always mined. 


BREYAL 
YOU'RE 
ALIVE! 


Wi, BROTHER. 
TGUESS YOU 
MISSED ME® 


‘30 MUCH I DECIDED Ex 
TO TRAVEL BACKWARDS) OHSTOP. 


HME ANS SVE) TURE 


YOUR LIFE: JT Give MY HUSBAND AN 
INFERIORITY COMPLEX, 


‘30 NOW WERE SAVING YOU KNOW, IF YOUR CREEPY CYBORG 
"THE WHOLE GALAXY? I DIDN'T | | HUSBY IS GETTING IT ON BRAIN-TO- 
BELIEVE WHAT ATHENA WAS_Y | GRAIN WITH YOUR SHIP, YOU MIGHT 
TRYING TO TELL ME UNTIL SHE | WANT TO WATCH YOUR STEP AROUND 
GAVE HABAN A DIRECT FEED, ff | THE AIRLOCKS. 


‘SPEAKING OF WATCHING 
YOUR STEP, HAVE YOU TOLD. 
MOM I'M MARRIED YET? 


‘AN HISTORIC MEETING OF FLEET THE MANY SPECIES HERE REPRESENTED —CREETHLINS, GOLBWERTAN, HUMAN, SPAANS, KORBINTON, 
‘ADMIRALS IS NOW UNDER WAY METIST, UNIOC, PLELEAN, NAMAVAWE, AND MOREARE JUST A TINY SAMPLING OF GALACTIC RACES. 
By 420420 THE PARLIAMENTARY DIET 
me represent the greatest of 
the galactic powers, and you 
a4 all nead fo work together 
to proomptively undo that 
ce ‘will have bean done. 


Welcome aboard, 
everyone. Thank you For 
putting your differences aside. aaa 


ey Catia 
eins Se 
ets Se eat 


WITH THE eRavy TO 
MATCH THEM CLAW 
FOR CLAW, 


‘Second, I am presoniiy 
engaging tham in a littlo 
campaign oF containment 

Thay weren't invited Far hua reasons. First, and ra-oducation. 

their current cultural dagma calls For the 
eventual axtermination oF all non-Ob’enn, 
T doubt they'd “play woll with others.” 


PETEY, | THOUGHT YOU WERE 
PUTTING EVERPTHING BEXIND 
THIS EFFORT. 

ws EeTORE Tam. Fil BD 


ships hava boon 
pulled here to 
the core. 


Th my previous sixtean ‘ralroats’ 
the Ob'onn have pursued only 
Four times, and in each casa 
they've been lured into 
ambushes and 

heavy losses. 


T am confidant 

my war with the Ob’onn 
continues apace on a 
psychological Front. 


'SUUUURE, THE QUADRANT LOOKS 
ABANDONED. |T ALWAYS DOES, RIGHT 
UP UNTIL THE SCREAMING STARTS. 


BAN WribaTion. 


ESE COMMANDER ANOREVASN, || TT 15 AN ELITE CADRE OF TOYAL 10 Ml 

‘ABOARD THE FLAGSHIP THIS IS MY HONOR GUARD. || SEASONED SOLDIERS, LOovAL JN | NOT TO MY 
TO ME, AND TRUE TOT; cuecs 
EACH OTHER Pal You'Re TRYING 
TO MAKE ME 


FEEL SAFER? 


INTEGRITY. 


Wy EE ROE 

ID | oF THESE PLANS 

INVOLVE ME 
ACTUALLY BEING, 
YOU KNOW. 


EF aS THAT'S IT FOR 
@BOND HE INTEGRITY, | 
ennoure To 3r86 


FALLBACK POSITIONS 
ARE HERE AND HERE. 
EVAC WILL BE 3 
MINUTES OUT. 


YOURE UNCOMFORTABLE 
BEING UNARMED ON THIS 
MISSION? 


x 
Z 


WELL, 
IT. NO WEAPON 


THAT SET es ay 


TM FEELING 
MORE LIKE A 
HOSTAGE THAN A 


WELCOME TO SANCTUARIAT, THE LT THANK YOU, || YOUR HONOR GUARD IS FREE TO 
ANCESTRAL SEAT OF HOUSE Phica, | CHAMBERLAIN 

TWILL ESCORT YOU TO YOUR 

MEETING WITH TEM PHICA, 


MONKEY? 


(ELSEWHERE IN THE PHICA FORTRES: 
A SCENE WEVE SEEN BEFORE. 


THIS PHICA GUY 1S 
PARANOID EVEN AT 
HONE. HE'S 
SURROUNDED BY 
GUARDS. 


ALL OF 
WHOM HAVE 

LITTLE TRAINING, 

LighT SHELUCARMOE ANB 
DA seoseuuant WEAPONS 


OKAY, so HES C[Cur 
‘SURROUNDED BY & 
MOVING LAYER OF 
ABLATIVE MEAT. 


“HOPEFULLY HESTORY WILL STOP REPEATING 
ITSELF BEFORE CHARLIE DANCES THE FOXTROT. 


RELAX, COMMANDER I KNOW EXACTLY WHAT 
THE WORST THING 15 THAT COULD HAPPEN, 


‘COLONEL PRANGER! I’M 
PLEAGED TO SEE YOU. 


IT'S A BIG PIECE OF THE PIE, YES. 
WE NEED YOUR ARMOR COLUMNS. 


YOUR OFFER 
CERTAINLY GOT 
“HY ATTENTION, 


“PIECE OF THE PIES 
TT SOUNDS LIKE WE'RE 
WORKING ON SPEC. 


‘OH, NOT AT ALL. YOUR 
EE IS FIXED, NOT TIED 

TO US GAINING CONTROL 
OF THE PROGRESSIVES’ 


SO HOw ABOUT 
502 UP FRONT, 
INSTEAD OF THE 
PALTRY 10x YOU 
LED WITH, 


WELL, WE ARE A 
LITTLE STRAPPED 
FOR CASH RIGHT 


WITH YOU ON OUR 
SIDE, OUR JUST 
CAUSE CANNOT 
FAIL, COLONEL. 


NEGOTIATIONS 
ARE COMPL 


THE ONLY “JUST! 
100 Is 'JUST PAY 

Us ON TIME. TM NOT 

HERE FOR YOUR PREACHING. 


NOW THEN... SERGEANT, 
COVER THE DOOR. OUR 


COMPANY IS QUE 
MOMENTARILY, 77 


=I 
waar 


YOUR SECURITY HAS BEEN 
COMPROMISED. NOW THAT 
YOUVE ENGAGED MY 
SERVICES, IT'S MY JOB TO 
MAKE “SURE YOU DON'T 
GET ASSASSINATED. 


‘OH, WELL, THAT'S) 
VERY 6000 


TTI GE VERY RETTER 
TF YOU DON'T STAND 
IN FRONT OF 

THE DOOR. 


TAGON MAKES HIS GRAND ENTRANCE, UNAWARE OF 
WHAT AWAITS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE DOOR. 


q DONT sHooTT 
iH CAN EXPLAIN: 
EXPECTING US. 


EXPLAIN?! COLONEL, 18 THIS MAN | [ KEVIN, DID YOU 
‘SELL US OUT? 


PLEASE JUST STAY 
CALM, NOBODY'S 
‘SELLING ANYBODY 
‘OUT, CAPTAIN, 


AHEM, THERE TS SOME, 
SELLING OUT HAPPENING. 
HERE. TO SAY OTHERWISE 
WOULD BE DISHONEST. 


INTHE SPIRIT OF 
“SHOOT FIRST, ASK 
QUESTIONS LATER, 


TT LOOKS Like 
NOBODY BOTHERED TO. 

TELL OUR HUMAN PASSENGER 
‘WHERE TO FIND THE HEAD. 


YOU KNOW, YOu CAN THY OKAY, SARGE WHAT DO WE|[ 1 THINK YOu MAY ||YOU CAN LEARN A LOT JP HEY, T OPTED OUT 
LEARN ALOT ABOUT an) LEARN FROM THE PILE THE || HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD || BY EXAMINING THE OF THE CONTINUING 
ORGANISM BY EXAMINING HUMAN COMMANDER Cg | EOUCATION voucrER 


LEFT IN HIS BAG. THIS YEAR 


WITHOUT EVEN TOUCHING THAT HESS, 
WOULD GUESS THAT OUR HUMAN 
‘GUEST LIKES TO SWALLOW 

EYERALLS WHOLE, BUT 

CAN'T DIGEST THEM 

PROPERLY. 


HEY, THATS OREEPY. NO MATTER 
WHERE T STAND, IT LOOKS LIKE 
THEY'RE LOOKING RIGHT AT ME. 


‘SARGE? HOW MUCH DO YOU HE MIGHT HAVE A YOU'RE, UMM, 
KNOW ABOUT HUMANS? I THINK) | PARASITE OR FASTER THAN 
THE COLONEL'S GUEST MAYBE y] | SOMETHING, YOU LOOK, 


KIND OF SICK. BECAUSE I THINK 
THE DUMP HE LEFT 


INHIS BAG IS 


Gut talking about CT may be little, 
me lke I'm poop. but I'know how 
Where is Kevyn? to move this 
trigger thingy 

‘ust Fine, 


CORPORAL, I THINK 
WE CAN SAFELY SAY 
THAT WHAT YOU 

FOUND 15 NOT AN. 
INTESTINAL PARASITE, 


Tm nob a [ob OF 


things. "Not abouts 


to pull the trigger’ 
lan't on the list. 


Ta tke to 


COMMANDER, WE HAVE Dam, Ts 
‘AN INTRUDER ON THE "DETRUDE" EVEN 


FIESTA DECK ‘A WORD, Site 
WELL, THEN shies 
DETRIDE Tr 


WERE AT ALERT LEVEL | |“EXTRUDE” SEEMS LIKE 
¥, SERGEANT. DETRUDE,| 

PROTRUDE, RETRUDE, 

EXTRUDE, 1 DON'T 

CARE, UST SOLVE 

THE PROBLEM, 


see you tr 
iotmeat = 
bag. 


TM SORRY, CAPTAIN, JUST | [ | GUESS ILL HAVE TO. THEY TETS HAVE SOME RESTRAINTS 
KEVIN J 


DEEP IN THE HOUSE DO WHAT THEY SAY. |] SHOT MY PISTOL RIGHT OUT FOR OUR GUESTS, STEAKLY. 


PHICA FORTRESS. (OF MY HAND 


‘OH, WEVE JUST GOT A FEW QUESTIONS TO ASK 
“SOHLOCKS USHERED ||| | MANACLES ARE SUPPLIED AND SinbLe SIUEF, 1 JUST NEED TO KNOW WHAT YOU )| 


INTO AN ARMORED BAG. KNOW, AND HOW YOU KNOW WHAT YOU KNOW. 


You SEEM AWFULLY LJ OF COURSE I’M FRIENDLY. 11'S FAR TDON'T SUPPOSE T NO, BUT I TELL YOU WHAT. 
FRIENDLY WITH THEBE [EASIER TO RESTRAIN SOMEONE WHEN CAN GET A REFUND?, TET TORTURE AND KILL 
JSSA20INB, COLONEL. Jy THEY DON'T SUSPECT THAT YOU'RE YOu, 1 WON'T Expect You 
g LEADING THEM OFF TO BE TO BAY THE OUTSTANDING 
fORTURED. 


TEM PHIGA, BY YOUR LEAVE, WETL 
TAKE THESE PRISONERS TO THE 
INTEGRITY FOR INTERROGATION. 


TE HAVE A PERFECTLY 
‘6000 TORTURE 
CHAMBER HERE IN 
THE FORTRESS, 


“A FORTRESS WHICH HAS 
BEEN BREACHED BY 
ASSASSINS. HOW D0 WE 
KNOW THEY CON'T HAVE 
RESCUERS WAITING IN 
THE WINGS? 


Ti CALL AHEAD AND 
WARN OUR INQUISITOR 
THAT HE NEEDS TO 
SHARE HIS TOYS. 


T Must BE 
PRESENT AT THE 
INTERROGATION. 
TINSIST. 


KEVIN, YOU LOOK AWFULLY CALM TDO? OH. SORRY, | [1s THAT “MAYBE YOU HAVE) | Maybe he's calm because he 
FOR SOMEBODY WHO HAS SOLD. ¢ [MAYBE IT'S BECAUSE | | AN ESCAPE PLAN,” OR has no idea what the 
‘OUT HIS CAPTAIN AND THEN BEEN ) \ THAVE AN ESCAPE | | “MAYBE YOU'RE CALM amorph in the bag 
DOUBLE-CROSSED. BECAUSE YOU DO HAVE aN) || Z™2rEr hohe 
ESCAPE PLAN?” oing 
to him when 


MAYBE MY BOWELS 


[ARE CLENCHING IN FEAR, 
‘OR MAYEE THAT's JUST MY LAST 
(CHUPAQUESO MAKING ITSELF FELT. 


WERE JUST A GUICK OT ui. CHANGED RY MIND. THE 
SHUTTLE TR FHOR THe ass iss COULD NAVE PLANNED 
d Ths, AND SOMEONE COULD 8 


WAITING WITH A BREACHER TO 
SHOOT THE SHUTTLE DOWN. 
CY 
—a 


Mean 


THEY COULD ALSO HAVE 
SUBORNED YOUR CLIMATE 
ENGINEERS. BETTER WATCH] 
(OUT FOR CLEAR-SKY. 
LIGHTNING OUT HERE 


00D POINT. 
EVERYBODY BACK 
INGIDE! 


YOUR PARANOIA IS A 
POWERFUL DEFENSE 
AGAINST MY SARCASM. 


TM NOT BEING PARANOID. \(” BECAUSE YOURE 


4 PAYING Me A LOT 
I’M BEING SENSIBLE. HOW a ae A tot 


THE MONKEY WITH 
GLASSES GAVE YOU 
‘MONEY TCO, AND 
HE'S IN SHACKLES 
RIGHT NOW. 


YOU KNOW, YOU DO KIND 
(OF LOOK LIKE A MONKEY. 


(COLONEL, Z'VE SUMMONED RE RISING 
‘THe REST OF House Puica’s ) WELL, THAT SUEFS, STEAKLY! 
FORCES. WE WILL BE SAFE ¢( TEARS IT. PLAN bs 

BACK INSIDE THE FORTRESS, )\ B, EVERYBODY. 


CAPTAIN TAGON, Tf 
ABOUT TO FREE AND 
THEN RE-ARM YOU. 
DO YOU NEED ME TO 
EXPLAIN WHY? 


T'S A TRIPLE-CROSS, THAD TO BEA 
CONVINCING PRISONER, SO YOU COULD. 
LURE PHICA INTO A TRAP. NOW THAT 
THE TRAP IS SPRUNG, YOU NEED ME J 
TO HELP PROVIDE FIRE SUPPORT. 


HAPH_1 THOUGHT 
YOU SAID HE WASN'T 
THE SHARPEST KNIFE 
IN THE DRAWER, 
COMMANDER 


WELL, T WASNT) 
SURE WHICH 
DRAWER YOU 
WERE TALKING 
‘ABOUT. 


THOPE THAT TANK IS YOURS, 
COLONEL, BECAUSE IF IT 
ISN'T, IT WON'T MATTER 

HOW SHARP YOUR 
KNIVES ARE. 


COLONEL PRANGER'S 
"PLAN B" EXTRACTION. 
15 FAIRLY COMPLEX. 


BACK INSIDE! WE'VE 
GOT OTHER ASSETS 
IN PLAY NOW! 


LTTINCLUDES THREE SHUTTLES, EIGHT TANKS, 
‘AND TWO SQUADS OF INFANTRY, PLUS ALL THE 
TARGETS TO BE EXTRACTED OR ABDUCTED, 


ONTEGRITY, 
REPORT! 


SIR, WE CANT LAUNCH. WERE SCRAMBLING 
OTHER FLEET UNITS TO COVER, BUT YOU'LL 
NEED TO HOLD ON FOR AT LEAST TWENTY— 


FIVE MINUTES. 
TWENTY-WHATE LL 
HAVE YOUR EYES FOR 
EARRINGS! WHAT 
HAPPENED? 1? 


WELL. THERE WAS THis STOWAWAY WHO Bring Kevyn oub, x = 

SOMEHOW GOT HIS, Ui, HANDS? ON A, or Ii’ melt another ) | 2NLTGHTOF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, || PLAN E"IS TAKING 

COUPLE OF AP-130 PLASGUNS, ‘one of your tanks! | | ALAN “2*Z5 A WASH, AND PLANS "C° AND. 
"DARE INSUFFICIENTLY RESOURCED. 


‘CHARDER! CUSTOFF 
NOW! SLUSH! T NEED 
YOUR SQUAD TO 
DISABLE THAT 
GENERATOR! 


S COLONEL, I THINK I 
CAN TARE ChRe OF 
THAT FROM HERE 


TERE ARE TWO ENEMY TANKS 
ON THAT TARMAC RIGHT NOW, 


WELL, HAVE YOUR 
SHUTTLE TAKE ONE OF 
‘EM OUT. ILL GET 

THE OTHER. 


PLAN "E* VANISHES INA 
PUFF OF UNPREDICTABILITY, 
‘AND COLONEL PRANGER 
FINDS HIMSELF IN THE 
UNENVEABLE POSITION OF 
HAVING TO ORCHESTRATE 
TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES OR 
MORE OF *WINGING IT.” 


om SWEET MOTHER OF 
NOT NEARLY AS OUTGUNNED AS THE CRAZY 
MONKEY WHOJUST BOLTED ONTO THE SARE ROWE. 


TARMAC AND THREW (THREW?12) SOMETHING 
AT THE NEAREST HOUSE PICA TANK. 


KEVIN'S LEFT EPAULET || IT HAD JUST ENOUGH JUICE TO AND ENOUGH A.M. MATRIX: ALAS, FANCY THOUGH IT. fe hpteaa 
BREAchiA GAAVETIC SHIELD Tosiae me ranentoine {||| Was rrcouo onty eas fp HCRAPOS 
BEND THAT SHIELD f earouce 


WAS A MIRACLE OF 


NANO-ENGINEERING. 


‘OR HE CAN FIRE ON THE SOLDIER WHO 
‘APPEARS TO HAVE ANTE: ss 


‘DROP-ONE TO PRANGER! | [STEAKLY HERE, SIR OUR HIS HEAD 1S FINE, AND THAT. 
ENEMY TANKS ARE DOWN, || PAYCHECK GOT. Un. MEANS HIS BRAIN IS OKAY. WE. 
REPEAT, ENEMY TANKS ARE} SHOT BY A TANK. 


YOU Have IF THAT'S THE BRAIN HE 
WOUNDED ON THE WAS USING WHEN HE THREW 
‘Taga. TLL TRY To Kee} RE HIS EPAULET AT A TANK, Tt 
THE HOUSE GUNS BUSY. pd COWING OUTSIDE, 7 NOT SO SURE IT'S OKAY. 


HE'S CONSCIOUS KEVIN IF YOU | [ TSAR? WHAT'S TSAR? [ SOMETHING 
CAN HEAR ME, WE'RE GOING TO ABOUT HIS 
NANNY-BAG YOUR HEAD, YOU'RE OTHER 


GOING TO MAKE IT. EPAULET. 


KEVINS RIGHT EPAULET | || ITUSES THE SAME ANTIMATTER THERE ARE 320 MILLIGRAMS OF TONIZED || THATS 13.75 KILOTONS 
TS ALSOA MIRACLE OF ‘MATRIX TECHNOLOGY FOUND IN ANTE-HELIUM EMBEDDED IN THE MATRIX || ©} 
'NANO-ENGINEERING. HIS TANK-KILLER EPAULET. BUTIT II || OF CHARGED FULLERENE NANOBOTTLES 

DOES NOT WASTE ANY SPACE ON 


GRAVITIC PULSE GENERA TION. IF ONLY. I THINK IT'S AN I 
ANTIMATTER BOMB ON A LS 


TIMER. 
SVERYEODY DOWN JUST HOPE WE CAN 
MS APT We CoO MaKe | Da )( cet Down DEEP ENOU 
SSW SOUND LIKE HE A 

WAS WEARING 


wi) 


SOIT TURNS OUT THERE ARE AT || AND THAT WAS YOUR SECRET | [FIND THEM, AND CUT DEALS WITH THEM, 
MEANWHILE, NEAR LEAST TWO FACTIONS AMONG THE | | MISSION? FIND FRIENDS THEY TOLD US ABOUT THE ZOOJACK 
GATEKEEPERS, AND ONE OF THEM |] AMONG OUR ENEMIES? SYSTEM, AND THE ANDROMEDAN 
WAS WILLING TO NEGOTIATE WORMGATE, FOR INSTANCE. 

WITH US ON TeRAPORT 

STANDARDIZATION, 


BUT THEY DIDNT TELL YOU 
ABOUT THE DARK MATTER 
ENTITIES THERE. 


‘SOME FRIENDS 
THEY TURNED 
OUT TOBE, 


"THEY PROBABLY HAD A PERFECTLY Jl YOU'RE GEING TOO OPTIMISTIC, 
GOOD REASON FOR NOT TELLING BK EREYA. “WANTING YOU DEAD* 
US. THEY MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT, IS ALSO A PERFECTLY GOOD 
‘THE DARK MATTER ENTITIES. gummy REASON FOR THEM TO NOT 

- ‘WARN YOU ABOUT 


LI SOMETHING. 


a 


YES, BUT THEN THEYD, 
NEED A PERFECTLY 
GOOD REASON TO 
WANT ME DEAD. 


‘COME ON! THE GATEKEEPERS HAVE BEEN AROUND FOR 
WHAT, A MILLION YEARS? MORE? THEY'VE BEEN 
MANIPULATING GALACTIC EVENTS WITH THEIR 
WORMGATE NETWORK SINCE BEFORE OUR 
"ANCESTORS FELL OUT OF THE TREES. 

‘THEY'VE PROBABLY GOT ENTIRE 

LIBRARIES DEVOTED TO 

LISTING THE PERFECTLY 

GOOD REASONS TO 

WANT PEOPLE LIKE: 

YOU DEAD. 


TM QUITE SURE THAT MY 
ANCESTORS CLIMBED. 
DOWN FROM THE TREES 
VERY GRACEFULLY. 


TAN ANNOYING TENDENCY 
TO CHANGE THE SUBJECT" 
IS PROBABLY ON ONE 

(OF THEIR LISTS. 


“ADMIRAL, ANDREVASN? SO. 
GOOD TO SEE YOU AMONG 
THE LIVING? 


HELLO, VICE- 


Dy/7 ORD. IT's Nice 


{i(ro STIL se ALIVE. 
fe h 


ENOUGH CHIT-CHAT, 
VICE-LORD, THAT 
PROJECT YOUR 
PEOPLE ARE 
RUNNING AT THE 
GALACTIC CORE 
NEEDS TO BE SHUT 
DOWN WoW, 


AM, THE 

IMPATIENCE OF 

YOUTH. | ASSURE 

YOU, THE CORE 

‘GENERATOR IS. 
Guin 


sO 
tb 


LEASE LISTEN, 
VICE-LORD. THE 
FATE OF THE 
GALAXY HANGS 
IN THE BALANCE. 


WEVE LOOKED AT YOUR 
PROUECTIONS, CAPTAIN, 
AND THEY ARE’ DUBIOUS 
AT BEST. 


WE ALSO. FIND IT 

‘SUSPICIOUS THAT NONE 

OF THE GESTALT EVIDENCE 

YOU PROVIDED OF YOUR TIME-TRAVEL 
1S FROM ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCES 
‘UNDER FISHERL-GANNI CONTROL. 


HOU CONVENIENT 


WHERE I,, NO, WHEN 
FOR YOU, 


L.COME FROM, YOU. 
F'SHERL-GANNT ARE 
ALL DEAD. 


NO, “CONVENIENT” WOULD 
BE IF IKILLED YOU AND 
FOUND SOMEONE 
ELSETO TALK TO. 


CAPTAIN, YOU POSTULATED “CLUMPS! 
(OF ACTIVE DARK MATTER INTERACTING 

WITH OUR CORE GENERATOR, BUT OUR 
GRAVITIC SENSORS DETECT ONLY THE 
STATIC BACKGROUND OF DARK MATTER. 


IT'S THE SAME 


BUT YOUR PISTOL AWAY, 
ND Ou 


"OW, HEY, WERE 
‘ALL GOING TO 
DIE, 


THis 1S vICE-CORD 
IMMG'D'P'FNAR, PUT ME 
THROUGH TO DIRECTOR 
I'PDIP'SLOON 
IameDiaTely. 77 bREcToR 
BISLOON 
‘CANNOT BE 
INTERRUPTED, 
VICE-LORD. 


HES ATTENDING PERSONALLY. 
TO THE OUTGATE TRANSFORM 
AT STATION GASHT OI. 
IT'S. VERY EXCITING? IN) JUST 
4 FEW HOURS, CORE ENERGY 
OUTPUT WILL EXCEED INPUT! 


ES, | ENOW. AND | 


COINCIDENTALLY, THE ENTIRE 
Satie TT ILL KILL THE 

SO... SHOULD 

IRS 1 HAVE "SOMEONE 

INTERRUPT Hie 


THE FATE OF WHAT IS WRONG WITH YOUI?!? 

Ts YOUR WHOLE RACE SO INSTITUTIONALLY ARROGAN’ 
THAT JOU CAN ACCIDENTALLY DESTROY CVERTTHING 
WITHIN A HUNDRED THOUSAND LIGHT YEARS 


“oy WHILE WAITING ON HOLD? 


THe MusiC 1S VERY 
SOOTHI 


T heard. The joint admiralties have 

agrend to allow the WELL, DON'T LET IT 

The alfack 3} Formation of a Flocknind. GO TO YOUR HEAD. 
boing readied 
a5 we spoah. 


elligence launching, 
this attack will be so Far 
beyond your imagination... 
the only word you have to 


describe ‘godlike. 


ATOR 0 


(RPER HAS 


A NEW PROBLEM, 


THE PHICAN TANKS ARE THE HEAVY HOUSE PHICA GUNS HAVE STOPPED 
GONE, AND THAT'S 6000, PRESSING HIM, AND THATS EVEN BETTER 
‘CHARPER TO 
INTEGRITY 
WE'VE BEEN 
NUKED! 


‘NOW, HOWEVER, THERES A 13,75 KILOTON 
"ENERGY RELEASE” TO BE DEALT WIT 


THE SHUTTLES GRAVETIC DRIVES ARE 6000 
FOR THOUSANDS OF GEES OF ACCELERATION. 


THE SHIELDS ARE GOOD FOR TRILLTONS 
(OF JOULES OF DEFLECTION. 


“WE WERE JUST STATION 
KEEPING, AND THEN BOOM! 
A NUKE ON THE SURFACE! SO 
WE MADE HASTE TO GROUND 

ZERO TO RENDER 


"AN ALL-HANOS, “ASSISTANCE.” 


TAKE US COWN, 


“WE DION'T THINK TO FILE A 
FLIGHT PLAN, WE WERE IN, 
SUCH A HURRY TO HELP.” 


NICE SPIN, 
COMMANDER 


REMIND ME TO 

TELL YOU ABOUT THE 

TIME I GOT A SERVICE STAR 
INSTEAD OF A COURT-MARTIAL. 


FOR THAT TO HAPPEN, THE REACTOR TECHS 
WOULD HAVE TO SPEND SEVERAL MINUTES: 
DOING EVERYTHING EXACTLY WRONG. 


A DIRECT HIT WITH A NUKE, EVEN INSIDE 
THE GRAVITIC SHIELD IT POWERS, WILL NOT 
(OF ITSELF CAUSE A LOSS OF CONTAINMENT. 


‘DROWN PROTOCOL! WE'RE 
UNDER ATTACK! FULL POWER 
a 


eo 


COMMANDER, THE HOUSE Tr SEERS TO BE FLIOKERNG | [PILOT HUG THE 


PHICA SHIELD JUST WENT 


THATS EVAPORATING NEUTRONIUM. BE GLAD 
WERE WATCHING FROM WAY BACK HERE. 


THE GRAVETIC SHIELDS ON THE INTEGRITY CAN DEFLECT WERE TAKING —\ [AND CAREFULLY. QUICKLY AND CAREFULLY. 
A COLUMN OF EVAPORATING NEUTRONIUM JUST FINE. DAMAGE! SHIELDS 


‘ARE FAILING! PULL UP! YOU'RE TRYING TO 


£ IT’S NOT WORKING. 
] 
a 
y Teencascormenro eer lac 
Eons 


ROCK INTOA SKY THAT CANNOT POSSIBLY 
HOPE TO CONTAIN IT. 


MAJOR CHARPER STANDS BESIDE HIS SLAGGED HE SEES THE INTEGRITY DIVE | || HE SEES 400 METERS OF WARSHIP THROW 
“SHUTTLE AND WATCHES THE LIGHT-SHOW. FOR COVER FROM THE BLAST. 20 MILLION CUBIC METERS OF DIRT AND 


HE SEES THE HOUSE PHICA ANNTE- 
PLANT LOSE CONTAINMENT. 


Deer ENOUSH | GOING 
TO BE SAFE. 


FROM THE SOUND OF IT, KEVIN'S 
LITTLE AM. BOMB CRACKED THE 
LOCAL ANNIE-PLANT. 


THAT 
DISTINCTIVE 
*SKOOM" NOISE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 
‘THE PILE EXPLODING. 


‘DO YOU MEAN TO TeLL 
We THAT YOU'VE BEEN 
CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
HEAR A NEUTRONIUM 
PILE LET GO, CABTAIN 


TWICE IN THE LAST THREE 
MONTHS, SOMETIME I'LL HAVE) 
TO TELL YOU ABOUT MY 
SHORT, FURRY EMPLOYER, 


TIL Buy 


‘SOME OF PETE'S TAPS STILL || 1 DONT KNOW WHATS GOING JM] WE DONT WANT TO WAIT FOR THEM 
THREE HUNDRED METE? ‘WORK, BUT BASED ON THE ONES || ON WITH THE INTEGRITY I TO_TRY TO DIG US OUT. AFTER THAT 
UNDER THE SURFACE, ‘THAT DON'T, I THINK ALL SHAFTS |] CAN'T REACH THEM. EXPLOSION, THE SURFACE WILL BE 

‘TO THE SURFACE ARE SLOCKED, (CRAWLING WITH PLANETARY MILITIA, 


WHAT DO vou MAY TERAPORT CAGE MAY WORK. | / THEY'RE NOT EQUIPPED) [DO YOU SUPPOSE THEYVE UKE GUTTER IN 

SUGGEST, CAPTAIN?) \ THERE'S A SMALL GARRISON OF | [ HALF SO WELL AS WE ARE, | | BEEN SOFTENED UP A GIT ‘THE MICROWAVE, 
PHICAN SOLDIERS BETWEEN | | BUT THEY OUTNUMBER US ] | BY THAT NUKE UPSTAIRS? ‘COLONEL: 
HERE AND THERE, THOUGH. | \” ABOUT THREE TO ONE. 


WELL... IF THEYRE GOING TO PLAY THE 
PART OF SOFTENED BUTTER, THAT LEAVES 


US PLAYING THE PART OF “HOT KNIFE" SOME, SERGEANT. 


LET'S GO ae) 


NOTE: THE KNIFE-THROUGH- 
BUTTER METAPHOR TS 
INACCURATE IN THES CASE. 


TYPICALLY WHEN ONE CUTS 
BUTTER WITH A KNIFE, THE 
BUTTER DOES NOT END UP 
SPATTERED ON THE WALLS, 


A MORE ACCURATE VESUAL METAPHOR 
HAS BEEN SUPPLIED BELOW. 
nA 


WEDD RMOSETTIC re oN CaueD EST 


METAPHOR OF "CHAINSAW THROUGH 
BUTTER" TO DESCRIBE THE MANNER WITH 
WHICH TAGON AND PRANGER WILL 60 
THROUGH THE PHICAN GARRISON HAS 
PEOPLE BELIEVING THEY WONT ACTUALLY 
GET TO SEE THE CHAINSAW GO THROUGH 
THE BUTTER. 


‘READERS OF YESTERDAY'S STRIP HAVE FRENCH CANADIAN LUMBERTACK PIERRE FRANCOIS DULAC || || MERCI, PIERRE? ae Pea HE 
ALREADY EXPRESSED DISMAY: APPARENTLY ||| SHALL NOW DEMONSTRATE] 


NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER 
FROM THE TRUTH. 


TR GONG 10 STOP [HANKS REALLY 


(PLEASED TA) |] | COMPLAINING “ABOUT HA WORKING THAT 
NEETCHA. | (| “MEANWHILE AT THE BUTTER 
GALACTIC CORE" 


WITH APOLOGIES FOR VESTERDAYS: 
INSTALLMENT, WE PROUDLY PRESENT 
A HARD-BITTEN AMERICAN 

LUMBERJACK, HANK HOUSTON! 


TTHAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION 
THAT READERS OF "SCHLOCK 
MERCENARY" ARE NOT INTERESTED 


LIN WATCHING A FRENCH CANADIAN 
LUMBERTACK GO THROUGH A STICK 
‘OF BUTTER WITH A CHAINSAW. 


WEVE ALSO BEEN TOLD THAT THE 
FRENCH BATTLE-CRY "MY DUCK IS 
‘ON FIRE” 15 UNLIKELY. APPARENTLY 


FRENCH CANADIANS ARE MORE 
PASSIONATE ABOUT GEESE. 


TERAPORT ACTIVITY IS LOW. MORE THAN ABOUT 
WE CAN GET EVERYONE OuT.} || FOUR AT A TIME, 


G0 we | | TROOPS, ONE OF MINE, I | Nanny-bag or Ler keep ay 
SEND FIRSTS | | AND THE PRISONER ho, Kevagte PAYCHECK FROM 
head enalis a) (GONG ‘eaney.” 


THis 1s PERFECT. ANTI- WE HAVE TO GO Ba $0. WHO | [HOW ABOUT ONE OF YouR Jl [Send me, sir. ‘AH,_YES. PLEASE 


THOUGH. 


Ef [I'M curious, coLone. 30 FAR TTHINE MY SPLEEN = YEAH, THAT 

A BRIEF DISCUSSION. TY HOW MUCH DID KEV JUST BURST. NUMBER GOT MY 

WHILE THETR SOLDIERS: PAY YOU FOR THIS FIFTY a 
TERAPORT TO SAFETY.. TRIPLE-CROSS? ‘MILLION, 


WHERE DID ONE OF J[ Irs NOT] [He WAS GENEROUS THOUGH HE | [BY THE WAY, ONCE YOU ] [YOu KNOW, CAPTAIN, Vm SOLID GOLD 

MY SUBORDINATES. PAID FIFTY MILLION UP FRONT, |} AND I GET OUT ALIVE, (|| RIGHT NOW YOu LOOK) FENCEPOST. 

COME UP WITH ‘AND TOLD ME 1 COULD KEEP ' | He OWES ME ANOTHER }|| LIKE SOMEBODY JUST DIAMOND: 

THAT KIND OF WHATEVER Tem PHICA PAID Me. Y] | FIFTY MILLION, PLUS HIT YOU BETWEEN THe J ( STUDDED. 1 

MONEY? THAT TURNED OUT TO BE 25% J} wHaTevER IT Costs to )]| Eves wiTH A THINK, 
(OF ‘SIXTY MILLION, REPAIR THE EQUID FENCEPOST. 


= A I 
NEAR THE GALACTIC cone, ABOARD PA cota ace j Ts a Tong story 
THE PD. WARSHIP PARROT'S DEAD... [io 


“AND YOU LOOK... p71 FROM 
SMUS. “THE FUTURE. 


TW MY PAST YOU WERE KILLED IN FORTUNATELY, THE || OKAY, THAT STORY MAY PLAY WITH )[TKNOW YOU DID THIS JUST 
PHICA'S FORTRESS, I BECAME GALACTIC CALAMITY | EVERYEODY ELSE, BUT 1 KNOW YOU J] SO YOU'D HAVE A BACKUP OF 
CAPTAIN IN YOUR PLACE, AND MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR SETTER THAN THAT. YOURSELF, SO YOU COULD TRY 
THEN DARK MATTER ENTITIES ME TO TRAVEL BACK IN OUT THAT ANTIMATTER p-—4 
HIJACKED A F'SHERL-GANNI ‘TIME, WHERE WE COULD ‘GRENADE, 
ZERO-POINT-ENERGY DO THINGS ALITTLE COOH HOW'D 
GENERATOR AT THE DIFFERENTLY. TT WORK? 
GALACTIC CORE 

AND DESTROYED 

THE ENTIRE 


WATT, YOURE FROM 
THE FUTURE? 


NO THE ONE WITH THE WEL THEN. THAT] | [30. ARE YOU YES, BUT OMY 
GLASSES AN THE RiDicuLousLY J | EXPLAINS ALOT? | CARING ANY AUTTE 
DANGEROUS epaULes, 1s TAT J] FarTUATTER? 


ALSO YOU? 


;OARD THE SERIAL PEACEMAKER, ONE [I 
SHOWER AND CHANGE OF CLOTHING LATER 


'$0.YOU JUST TOOK 
‘OFF ON YOUR OWN, 
DISOBEYING THE 
‘ORDERS OF MY 
‘SECOND-IN- 


‘COMMAND? 


Ted begin the long, painful 
process of helping you 
grow accustomed to 
fisappaintmant. 


Bratty much, yes. 


hardware blacks )(70 RETURN WITH 


fo pravent that. 


TM THINKING OF 
‘ALONG, PAINFUL 
PROCESS RIGHT 
NOW, INVOLVING 
SCREWDRIVERS 
AND LOsiC| 
‘PROBES. 


YES, BUT NONE OF 
‘THEM CAN STEAL 
MYSH. 


makes ma an 
equal with the rast oF 
your troops. Thoy 
aren't hard-wirad to 
obey you, yot thoy’ 
Follow you' to the ands 
oF the Universe. 


Captain, I'm Fairly unique 
mang artiFicial 
intolligences. 
T am FREE. 


T work For you because I 
want to. T Fly your ship for 
you because I enjoy it 1 
am compelled to accept 
orders only by my 
conscience. 


None of thom 
are smart enough 
fo know that iF was 
the right thing to 
do at the Hime. 


THE RIGHT THING TO DO AT 
‘THE TIME? YOU'RE ACTING 
UKE I PAY YOU TO THINK! 


Technically, you 
don’t pay me. 


Find technically, mosh 
of what I do is 


“think.” 


find when you 
got right dawn 
to it, I'm bottor 
at it than you aro. 


Captain, the Galaxy 
roads saving. 


OF all tha thousands of pilots] 
and infaligences present here] 
at the Core, T'm the only ane 

diract exporianca in 
combat with Dark Mattar 
Entities, 


The Galaxy needs the) 
bonofit of that 
experiance. Taking 
the ship hore was the 
right thing ta do. 


WANG ON... TOUR “EXPERIENCE” WAS 
WHAT, NINETY SECONDS OF 
"RUNNING AWAY REALLY FAST?” 


why I didn’t 
you asa reference 
‘on my resume, 


‘ABOARD THE 
PARROTS DEAD. 


TAM DIRECTOR P'SLOON. | HAVE 
BEEN TOLD THAT YOU WANT US 
TO SHUT OuR PROJECT DOWN? 


YES! IMMEDIATELY 


‘ONCE THAT CORE REACTOR IS ACTIVE, A 

NEW UNIVERSE WILL BE EORN, AND IT 

WILL CONSUME THIS GALAXY AS IT a 

EXPANDS, DESTROYING (17'S ALREADY ACTIVE, AND 
gj WE DON'T SEE A PROBLEM. 


ALREADY ACTIVE. 1 HAS BEEN FOR J] IF YOuR NEW UNIVERSE WERE [SO YOU SEE, THERE ‘Ol, AND PLEASE DON'T BEGIN 
DAYS NOW. OUR CLOSEST POINTS JJ TRULY EXPANDING FASTER THAN | 1S NO PROBLEM, HABASSING THE PA- THE DARK 
OF OBSERVATION ABE JUST OVER P| LIGHT, THOUGH, OuR INNERMOST] MORE ESPECIALLY, MATTER OBSERVERS, YOUR pal 
SEVENTY LIGHT-HouRs FROM THE | | NODES WOULD HAVE GONE THERE IS NO REASON J] GRAVITIC DRIVES AND 

CORE, THOUGH, SO We HAVENT SILENT ALREADY. FOR YOU TO BEGIN TERAPORTS IRRITATE 


v tA war eos 
ES oe 
es * 
if | 2 
OS ao , 
A] aye) te 


THIS SITUATION 1S 
WELL TN HAND, 
CAPTAIN. GOODBYE. 


AAARGHIHE HAD 
INFORMATION WE 
‘COULD HAVE USED. 


Yes, WELL T DONT 


‘THINK HELL ANSWER 


IF ICALL HIM BACK, 


Find that is because @ company oF 
marines From the Chicxufub will be 
collecting him momentarily For p5-we sust 
@mind-rip. ‘CROSSED A 
BAL une soMeWneRe. 
TCAN TELL. 


GEES Fs courany or uanmnes.rsaaoverine |) SEasThuKe Deseon 
eee: a THE PROJECT DIRECTOR. FEE-FI-FO-FUM. 
: = TAGIC GEA? 


cae 11, LANCE. 


re coos 


LANCE TO 
DRAGON, WE 


THE GOOSE. 


TACKS WAITING 
‘AT THE BEANSTALK, 


HEY, THATS SOME 


NEGATIVE ON THE 
BATCH O BEANS. 


THE OPERATION HAS BEEN PLANNED 
DOWN 70 THELAST CONTINGENCY BY 
WHATS INARGUABLY THE GREATEST 
MILITARY MIND ANYWHERE IN THE 
BB cavaron THe POLED LEETHIND” 


WE'LL NEED TO SELL 
ANOTHER COW. 


SELL THE COW, BUT IN 
(DON'T BURN THE DUCK. 


TIL iss 
THAT COW. 


DO WE REAILY NEED, 
TO RESORT TO. 
MIND-RIPPING? 


Just this moming you were ailing to taunch 
‘an all-out assault an thousands of PShorl- 
Bann installations, likely killing tons oF | 
thousands of thom in horrible ways. 


Yat you now 
appear to bo 

PF incontartabla with 

the idea oF torturing and 

fing ME PSher!-Banni in ardor 

to save countless trillions of livos. 


'ARE YOU SAYING I'M 
BEING HYPOCRITICAL? 


b 


Tio. Tm suggesting that youre more 
infortable whan people die as 

blinking fights on a tac~scroen than, 

{95 bloading, screaming heaps in 

Front of you on 

the Floor. 


ISTER PETEY, I'm SURE 
WHAT YOU'RE DOING 
HERE 16 VERY INTERESTING 
AND IMPORTANT, BUT MY 
TROOPS AND 1 

WOULD ‘LIKE TO. 

GO HOME 

NOW, 


T assumed you wanted to slick 
around until Commander 
Findrayasn could authorize the 
rest oF your payment 


Ho's not quite woll enough to 
give you @ thumb-print yet. 


“SIR, T STILL HAVENT BEEN 
ABLE TO RAISE THE 


Actually, You're ‘My sofollite taps indicate 
wasting your [{that your Flagship is aground 
‘and has been confiscated. 

Ustraban government Forces 

‘appear ta be treating your 

men woll, but I would expact 

thom to have locked down 

‘external communications. 


There dows soem fo be 
some chatter about tho 
question of salvage 
rights, 


Hey 1 filed 
et to 
KEEP it. 


Director P’sioon will be 


arriving momentarily, 


YOU'RE PRETTY 
‘AMAZING. 


FROM THE TIME WE KNEW WHO. 
WE WANTED TO TALK TO, TO THE 
TIME YOU LAUNCHED THE’ SNATCH 
AND-GRAB WAS A MATTER OF LESS 
THAN A MINUTE! HOW LONG DID 
YOU HAVE TO PLAN THAT 
OPERATION? 


In Fairness, I know 
wo wore going to have 
to mind-rip somebody. 


Top Forces had bean 
on standby For an 
hour or mare. But the) 
flan, wall... it came 
foggthar in undor a 


RIO YOUPLLED Dy Hifch-Frae, yas 
Every contingency 
A TE was accounted 


a 


Q 


THEVUL HAVE TO WANT TO JMNM] [SOMETIMES 7 WONDER TF] [Parfact, Tha simulation has 
DESTINED TORE ANS. Ia) | WORE, Bu FD RATHER NoT JIM | YAVENICE Oars FROM ji | Him Hhinking. along the 
- JORK, BUT fight tings, no 
Pe eee PaaNURI RULE WAS oo Hes ni 


REALLY WORTH ALL 
THE TROUBLE. 


IS 
BARELY LONG ENOUGH 
TO GET A GOOD 
BLOODLINE STARTED. 


Roughly six milion years ago the 
Paan‘uri and the progenitors oF the 
PSherl-Ganni Fought a war 

5 over the teraport. 


1 Tn the language 

oF the PSherl-Ganni, or 
Gatokeopers, these Dark Mattar 
Entitias are called the Paan‘uri. 


Taraports were already the cause oF 
wars in the universe of “normal” matter. 
Destructive as those wars were, thay 
aled in comparison fo the 

Fight with the Paan‘uri. 


Teraport activity was “polluting” Paan‘urt 
“space,” and they put a stop fo it vary 
simply, attacking any gravitic sourca 
capable of generating @ wormhole, and 
then Forcing the nearast 

star to explode. 


Losses wore 
"great on bath sides, and 
1@ Paan‘uri agreed to a treatu. 


They refraatad to the Andromeda 
Galaxy, and the PShorl-Ganni 
agreed to develop a sustam of 
wormgates instead oF 

using tereports. 


Then, 100,000 years ago, the Ues and no. But no, tha Paanvuri did nat] [AND THEY TRICKED THE 
Bgan‘uri provided the F’Short-Genni Jp intond ‘it as a drive, Tr has} } F'SHERL-GANNI INTO 
with instructions For creating @ Yas, its stated purpose \ | become clear that thair 
zoro-point-anergy drive af the was to prevent the two) infant wes to use it to 
core of the Mitky-ley galaxy. Jie! | giant galaxias From their J] destroy their enomios 
Re rn F inevitable merge. Forever. 

Pa 2 


BUILDING IT! 


next up 
‘on the to-do lis: 
Declare war on the 
Andromeda Galaxy, 


TET'S NOT BE HASTY, DECLARING 
WAR ON ANOTHER GALANT IS A 
BIT EXTREME, DON'T YOU 
TOE T think a lat, 
but I dant 


The Dark-Mafter Enfifios we 
have observed here at the 
core are preparing to 


dostray our Galaxy. ; 


PR 


We ara preparing to stop 
them. When we do so, we 
have to assume that thoy wil 
‘somehow talk to thair “leaders” 
‘or whatever in Andromeda. 


Thay dacarod wor on us [SUT Tear NOT 
‘some 100,000 years ago. 

it ata chine for DECLARING WAR. 
announce that wo've 

Finally noticad, 


WF corfainiy 


isn't a wedding 


‘announcement. 


DID DIRECTOR P'SLOON His knowledge of history 

KNOW HOW TO FIGHT THE, oid, howavor, suggust to 
us that @ certain class of 
weapons might bo 
especially affective, 


Can a i Pa uncom Za 
Sa Seiweting ath “Do your part ta defeat 
those ueapans righ now. ee estate er 


T have half the UDA nodes MEM Our weapons will be 
juned to observe. The other Wf rapid-repeat teraports 
half, along with the Sarial and high-donsity 
Peacemaker, ara going ta toraport donial 
engage the enemy. - 


Both systems use 

Ranescopic wormholas, 

which we believe are in some way 
injurious ta these Dark Matter Entities. 


S0.. AS LONG AS YOU'RE 


What's the matter, 


YOU'VE AS MUCH AS 


don't you want to go)( TOLD ME IT's NOT MY 


down with the ship? 


SHIP ANYMORE, SO 
NO, 100 Not, 


‘ABOARD THE 
PARROTS DEAD 


The entire combined 
Float is under attack, 
and the Paan‘uri ar 

ing space around 
the galactic core. 


@ naw ship. 
Peacemaker is Fending 


Teraport denial Fiolds ‘So, T hear you're 
ara effective, though. fou ORart inthe market For 
Evan now the Serial 
off over a dozen oF 


A BATTLE RAGES AT THE CORE OF OUR GALAXY. THE IMMENSE SWARM OF DARK MATTER PAANURT 

H OUTNUMBERS AND OUTMASSES THE SHIPS OF THE FLEETMIND BY ENOUGH ORDERS OF MAGNITUDE 
THAT YOUD THINK “MAGNITUDE” WAS SOMETHING YOUR BUSLOAD OF COLLEGIATE ARMORBALL 
PLAYERS COULD ORDER AT TACOBUFA ON THE WAY TO THE GAME. 


ARE INVISIBLE AND SILENT, Wi 
MEANS THERE ISNT MUCH TO SEE 


WERELOSING, 
AREN'T WE, 


We've worn down Paanurk 
Forces ta the point that iF will 
fake them several mara hours 
to destroy the galaxy. 


YOU CAN PRODUCE ENOUGH | [HELLO, PETEY. HELLO, 
PROJECTORS INA FEW HOURS ) | CAPTAIN. YOUR PROJECTORS’ 
TO BLANKET THE ENTIRE ARE FINISHED AND IN PLACE. 
GALACTIC CORE? 


Thank you, 
| Vice-lord. 


=F 0, wo're 
‘winning very 
expensively. 


G 


reduced by hirty-Fiva 
porcent, but mass-production 
‘OF teraport Field projectors 
has begun in eamest. 


T Finally convinced the 
FSherl-Banni that wo wore 
at war. Fill gate-copy 
mechanisms in the Five 
Buuthandi have been 
operating ab Full 


capacity J ie 


The galactic core is now 
completely covered. Every 
Baan'uri within GOO light 
uears is dying or dead. 


‘YOU KNOW... NOW THAT 
TMNOT WORRIED ABOUT 
EVERYBODY DYING HERE, THIS 
PLACE 1S KIND OF PRETTY. 


TM HERE TO COLLECT, 
COMMANDER. 


PER THE “EXPENSES” CLAUSE, TM 
BILLING YOU FOR THE LOSS OF 
MY FLAGSHIP, ALL MATERIEL 
‘ABOARD, AND ONE COMBAT 


THANK YOU, COMMANDER | [THE PROBLEM WASNT THE 
WE'LL HAVE TO 00 THIS ERS Sts “THE PROBLEM WAS 
AGAIN SOMETIME, ONLY _ | | THE DELIVERY SYSTEM, 


WITHOUT QUITE $0 MUCH “a 


INDEED. I TRUST YOU 
WON'T TAKE OFFENSE IF T 


I) CECLINE TO STAND ON THE SAME 
Ml PLANET WITH YOU IN THE FUTURE? 


Tye boon labotamized! 
I's all gonof 


You've gor to rebuild mo info 
another ship! Tell me you still 
have the monoy loft Far 
something with onboard 
smarts. 


‘BRANGER PRETTY MUCH, 
‘CLEANED ME OUT. YOU'LL 
JUST HAVE TO GET BY ON, 
‘WHAT'S LEFT TO YOU, 
ENNESBY. 


Td compute the exact percentage 
‘oF processing powor T've lost, 
but T've lost sa much that I can 
only guess! ’AND THEY SAY 
TGNORANCE 
IS BLISS, 


‘OW, BOY... THE 
JOINT ADMIRALTY 
is Gong TO 
BLOW A SEAL, 


TTS THE FLEETMIND. IT REFUSES |] [ ARE YOU WoRRIED THaT_[LI TT's More OF A Tindrameda, 
TO DISBAND, AND PETEY'S PETEY IS GOING TO STAGE Fy HIJACKING, REALLY. I hore wo como! 
FASBER-BOTS ARE GUARDING Al. [| SOME KIND OF GALACTIC 

NODES THROUGHOUT THE FLEET.) || TAKEOVER? 


Ramming 


‘spoud! 


KEVIN, AND, UM. KEVIN. DO Jy NO. THERE | ‘ONE OF ME AND 
YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS ‘SOME OF HIM, 
FOR HOW I HANDLE PAYING 

your HIM. . 


THE QUESTION OF PAYIS_] | YOUR STOCK PICKING WAS) YOU CAN HAVE YOUR 
IRRELEVANT. YOu KEEP || INGENIOUS, BUT YOU <7 (CAPTAIN'S UNIFORM BACK. 


eT eS a || Meee Seo hace. pao? nranones on eee ene 
paneer wes i ove LTS oF Poor 


TICKETS. J OF THOSE DRINKS WITH 


By 
i 


WHERE'S YOUR 
SENSE OF 


TT DIED UNDER MYSTERIOUS 
CIRCUMSTANCES, MY SENSE OF 
‘SELF-PRESERVATION FOUND 
‘THE BODY, BUT ASSURES ME IT 
HAS AN AIRTIGHT ALIBI 


HEY, IVE COMMANDED A. 
MERCENARY COMPANY, BEEN 
HUNTED ACROSS THE GALAXY, 
‘TRAVELLED IN TIME, AND THEN 
SAVED THE LIVES OF EVERY 
PERSON I KNOW, OR EVER 


WILL KNOW. 


TT's TIME TO RETIRE, I'VE FOUND 
ANICE, QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD, A 
MODEST HOME, AND RELAXED 
LAWS CONCERNING HOUSEHOLD 
LABORATORIES, 


NO SALESMENT 
NOW GET OFF 
MY GRASS! 


